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Gillespie’s First Year 





President Thomas W. 


Sitz im Leben interviewed the Presi- 
dent of the seminary, Thomas W. Gilles- 
pie, on the occasion of the completion of 
his first year in that office. President 
Gillespie was appointed President- 
Designate at the regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees on January 25, 1983 
after unanimous recommendation of the 
search committee. He began his work on 
September |, 1983 and was inaugurated 
President of the Seminary on March 28, 

Regarding the most meaningful aspects 
of his first year Gillespie stated that 
“The most meaningful experiences have 
been relational, with students faculty 
and the alumni/ae. It has been a joy to 
meet with so many new people, and to 
begin the process of developing high 
levels of trust and respect. The meaning- 
ful events began with the dinner for the 
returning interns and concluded with 
Commencement. In between were such 
unforgettable happenings as the Christ- 
mas Dinner Dance, the Paschal Vigil, 
and the “Inaugural Ball’ conducted by 
the residents of Hodge Hall. Ina word, it 
was a great year.” 

With such a positive first year of work 
and involvement the President was asked 
to comment on his hopes and dreams for 


Princeton Seminary in the coming year 
and inthe years to come. He responded 
by saying that his ““hopes for the future of 
the Seminary focus on the word ‘excel- 
lence.’ That both includes and transcends 
academics. I covet excellence for the 
educational process here at PTS, but 
also excellence in developing the human 
potential of our campus community 
under the renewing power of the Holy 
Spirit. I hope we can grow spiritually as 
well as intellectually, that we can grow 
together as a Christian community, and 
that we can send forth graduates who 
will serve the Church with love, courage, 
and faithfulness.” 

President Gillespie was asked to 
comment on curriculum from the per- 
spective of his many years as a pastor 
especially in respect to those students 
who are preparing for the pastoral minis- 
try... “My counsel is simple,” Gillespie 
said. “Build solid foundations—in the 
Biblical languages, in exegesis, in histori- 
cal understanding and perspective, in 
theology and practical theology. Take 
courses that will demand your best and 
challenge you deeply. Above all, learn to 
preach and preach well. Take speech 
whenever you can. Sharpen your skills 
in communication. The churches are 
crying out for pastors who have “Good 
News” and who can communicate it.”’ 

President Gillespie in his very moving 
inaugural address took as his theme the 
servant role of the Seminary. Sitz im 
Leben addressed this question to Presi- 
dent Gillespie. “In your very moving 
inauguration address, you spoke about 
the servant role of the Seminary. Could 
you tell us more about that idea? How 
can we as students be involved in that 
concept?” The President stated that “An 
institution, such as the seminary, can 
fulfill the role of a servant only if it is 


served by those who live and work within 
it. My task as administrator is to serve 
the Seminary by keeping it on course 
with its mission. Faculty serve the 
Seminary by teaching students and 
advancing scholarship. Students serve 
by taking their educational opportunities 
seriously, by working at making this a 
redemptive community, and by personal 
involvement in the various dimensions 
of campus life.” 

During the past several years there 
has been a concern among faculty and 
students to achieve a more diverse faculty 
in respect to gender and cultural back- 
ground. President Gillespie was asked to 
express his views regarding these feel- 
ings and regrading whether such criteria 
should be used in filling faculty positions. 
The response of President Gillespie was 
as follows. 

“This fall there will be many new 
faces among our faculty: Dr. Craig 
Dykstra in Christian Education, Dr. 
Patrick Miller in Old Testament, Dr. 
James Charlesworth in New Testament, 
and Dr. Jame Moorhead in American 
Church History.” 

In 1985 we will welcome Dr. Jane 
Dempsey Douglass in Church History, 
Dr. Richard Fenn in Church and Society, 
and Ms. Clarice Martin in New Testa- 
ment. The latter is currently completing 
her dissertation at Duke under a Research 
Grant provided by Princeton Seminary.” 

“Currently, Faculty Search Com- 
mittees are seeking a Black professor in 
Biblical Studies, Church History, or The- 
ology, as well as a candidate for a post in 
Modern European Church History.” 

““We are making serious efforts to 
increase the number of women and racial/ 
ethnic minorities on the faculty, and 
believe this to be essential to our institu- 
tional mission.” 
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Sitz im Leben 


Editorial 


President Gillespie has taken as the clarion call of his presidency the 
concept of “servant leader’ and sees the ““Seminary as servant.” 

Sitz im Leben takes a moment at the beginning of this year of work 
and worship to celebrate that idea by pointing to some examples of that 
belief that we should love and serve one another. In our midst are many 
who point the way to a servant community. A few of them are 
mentioned here. They represent in microcosm what President Gilles- 
pie and indeed all of us wish this community to be. 

Karlfried Froehlich— Benjamin B. Warfield Professor of Ecclesi- 
astical History. A great scholar and lecturer who despite his many busy 
hours of work always has time for students. He is often seen listening 
and talking with students on the walkways of the seminary. If he is very 
busy and on his way to some meeting or task he says “Come walk with 
me.’ Not only does he spend time with students but he listens to them 
and responds in a positive way and in kindness to even the most naive 
and foolish theological banter. He is perhaps a great teacher because he 
is a great human being. 

Alexander T. Getty—Vice President Westminster Choir College 
(Formerly Director of Student Financial Aid, Administrative Services, 
and Government Programs). Alexander Getty was a caring administrator 
who responded to human needs of students in such a way that the 
student felt a sense of dignity and worth. Often persons in the financial 
end of institutions are seen as methodical but cold managers of money. 
Students came away from that office with a feeling of refreshment and 
well-being. We will miss you at the same time we celebrate your 
promotion. 

Yolanda Perez—Middler Student. There are so many caring 
students. Yolanda Perez is representative of a student who is always 
ministering to her sisters and brothers whether they be prisoners at 
Trenton State Prison or a fellow student in whom she senses some need. 
Her concern for others is consistent. She is not a sunshine patriot. She 
treats others as we all wish to be treated. In short she is a woman for 
others. She is also an example for others. 

Suzanne P. M. Rudiselle—Associate Director of Continuing 
Education. (Formerly Director of Professional Studies) The pressures 
of academic requirements, special problems that arise in scheduling 
and extensions and personal problems were always met by Suzanne 
Rudiselle in a professional and competent way. That is to be hoped for 
and even expected. There was something more in that little office. 
When she shut the door you felt you were home in front of the fireplace. 
You were with a friend. No matter what the problem, you felt okay. You 
truly felt a glow of love and understanding. We are grateful for the time 
we had with you—friend. 

The Seminary President calls us to be servants. We are ready to 
respond to that vision. That vision is as old as the Gospel we preach and 
as new as tomorrows first splinter of light over the mountains of our 
dreams. Our challenge is to turn that dream into praxis and reality. Let 


us follow the example we have been given which is Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


— Stowell V. Kessler 





September 21, 1984 


New Appointments 

A significant number of administrative 
and faculty appointments have been 
made during the past weeks and months 
of summer 1984. Administrative appoint- 
ments include Richard Bohlander as 
Director of Publications (July 1, 1984), 
Donna K. Musso as Assistant to the 
President (July 1, 1984), Carolyn D. 
Nicholson, Director of Professional 
Studies (July 1, 1984). 

Barbara Primas has been appointed 
Director of Personnel. This is a new 
position which it is felt is needed to 
better serve the needs of the staff and 
employees of the Seminary. Her primary 
responsibilities are in the areas of employ- 
ment, performance review, and benefit 
administration. 

The Reverend Suzanne P.M. Rudiselle 
becomes Associate Director of Continu- 
ing Education. She formerly served as 
Director of Professional Studies. David 
Wall has been promoted from Assistant 
Director of the Summer School to Direc- 
tor and has been reappointed Assistant 
Director of the School of Christian Edu- 
cation, effective September 1, 1984. 

Ronald C. White, Jr., Ph.D., has been 
appointed Director of Continuing Edu- 
cation effective October 1, 1984. He has 
been Associate Director since 1981. He 
also holds the position of visiting lecturer 
in church history. 

Sharon A. Taylor has been appointed 
Assistant to the Librarian of Speer 
Library. (August 1, 1984). 

Two very significant academic ad- 
ministrative appointments have been 
made. James N. Lapsley has been chosen 
by a committee of Princeton Seminary 
Faculty to succeed Charles C. West as 
Academic Dean. Lapsley joined the 
Seminary Faculty in 1961. Dr. Lapsley 
has distinguished himself as an out- 
standing teacher and writer in the field 
of pastoral theology. He is the Carl 
and Helen Enger Professor of Pastoral 
Theology. 

Katherine Doob Sakenfield, Ph.D. and 
Associate Professor of Old Testament 
has been apppointed to direct doctoral 
studies. Sakenfield has a reputation with 
students of brilliance and high expecta- 
tions for students. She earned her Ph.D. 
from Harvard University. 

The retirement of Bruce M. Metzger 
was to set a challenge before the search 
for a replacement for this great scholar. 

(cont’d on p. 6) 
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Mauser 
Convocation Speaker 


Princeton Theological Seminary begins 
its 173rd academic year with the opening 
Convocation on Sunday evening, Sep- 
tember 23, at 7:45 p.m. in Miller Chapel. 
The Convocation speaker will be Dr. 
Ulrich Mauser, dean of Pittsburgh Theo- 
logical Seminary, who will address the 
students and faculty on the topic of 
“Peace to You.” 

Mauser is a New Testament theologian 
who has specialized in the study of war 
and peace in the Biblical tradition, as 
well as questions of authority of Scripture. 
He received the Ph.D. degree from the 
University of Tuebingen and also studied 
at the University of St. Andrews in Scot- 
' land. He has published Christ in the 
Wilderness and is editor of Horizons in 
Biblical Theology. He is professor of 
New Testament at Pittsburgh and dean 
of the Seminary. 


Migliore to Speak 


The opening of Holy Communion at 
Princeton Theological Seminary will be 
held on Monday, September 24, at 11:00 
a.m. in Miller Chapel. Daniel L. Migliore, 
professor of systematic theology at the 
Seminary, will preach the sermon, “The 
Open Banquet.” 

Migliore has been on the faculty since 
1962. He has served as director of the 
Seminary’s doctoral studies program and 
is presently chairman of the Department 
of Theology. He is the author of two 
books, Called to Freedom: Liberation 
Theology and the Future of Christian 
Doctrine (1980); and The Power of God 
(1983). He has written numerous articles 
for Christian Century, Theology Today 
and other journals. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Migliore re- 
ceived his B.A. degree from Westminster 
College; his B.D. from Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary; and his M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Princeton University. He 
has also studied at Tuebingen University 
in Germany. 

Migliore is an ordained minister of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). He is a 
member of the Society for Religion in 
Higher Education and the American 
Academy of Religion. He also serves on 
the editorial board of Theology Today 
and Pastoral Psychology. 
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Story Feted by Summer Students 


by Stowell V. Kessler 


Dr. Cullen, Story Director of the 
Summer Language Program was givena 
Surprise reception and a gift of the 
Komputer Concordance on July 25, 
1984 by the students of the Summer 
School. 

Story has taught in the Summer Lan- 
guage Program for twenty-two years and 
has been director of the program for 
eighteen years. He estimates that he has 
taught approximately 1500 students. 
This is his last year as Summer Program 
Director as well as his last year of 
teaching the semester course sometimes 
affectionately referred to as the ““Kama- 
kazi”’ course. 

Several students and Wilma Story, 
Dr. Story’s wife, conspired to get the 
reception organized. However, there was 
a Slight snafu when Dr. Story stopped to 
talk with a student outside the Campus 
Center instead of coming to what he 
thought was a special get together to 
commemorate the end of the summer 
course. However, this was soon remedied. 

The President of the Seminary Dr. 
Thomas Gillespie, an avid believer in 
the value of biblical languages and a 
New Testament scholar in his own right, 





spoke briefly and appreciatively of Dr. 
Story's work. Other members of the 
faculty and administration were present, 
including David L. Crawford, the Direc- 
tor of Student Relations. 

The annual softball game beteen 
Greeks and Hebrews was won in lop- 
sided fashion by the Hebrews. Dr. Story 
pitched. He was not entirely pleased 
with the umpire, who he implied had 
difficulty seeing the strike zone. 

During the Greek course, Bart Ehrman, 
a Ph.D. candidate and teaching fellow 
made a presentation of his textual criti- 
cism process which Dr. Story described 

s “brilliant”. Several students at the 
reception commented upon their thoughts 
and hopes that Ehrman might someday 
join the faculty and carry on Story’s 
work. 

This was an historical moment filled 
with both joy and some sorrow in the 
realization an era was about to come to 
an end. Mrs. Story summed up the 
feelings of everyone present as she stood 
by her somewhat surprised husband and 
smiled in devoted love as he said thank 
you in quiet but appreciative words. 


START THE SCHOOL YEAR RIGHT! 

— with wordprocessing power from 
MICRON COMPUTERS, 155 Quakerbridge Mall, 

Lawrenceville, NJ @ (609) 799-6444. 


PTS Grad Student, Kenn Iskov will tailor a system to your needs. 


THE === = === = BUSINESS PAK! 91GQ95. 


95% Of all your business needs are right her in KAYPRO’s Business Pak! You'll get: e KAYPRO 2X 
Microcomputer with up to 400 pages of memory! ¢ KAYPRO Letter-Quality Printer! e FCC Approved printer 
cable! e All KAYPRO 2X Software for Word Processing, Spelling Correction, Mailmerging, Financial 
Projections, What If? Analysis and much more! e “TYPE IT” allows this system to be used as a typewriter 


while you learn its other capabilities! 


optional tractor feed. 


“INNOVATORS IN ELECTRONICS SINCE 1952” 
*Suggested retail price. 





Page Four 


Sitz im Leben 


September 21, 1984 


Everything You Need to Know 
About Speer Library and... 


For all you newcomers (and those | 


who’ve been around awhile but haven’t 
made it inside the Library doors yet), 
here’s a little Library trivia quiz: 


1. In what New Jersey town can 
you find one of the largest and best 
theological libraries in existence? 
ANSWER: Princeton! 


2. How many volumes does this 
remarkable library hold? 
ANSWER: 311,000 cataloged vol- 
umes plus thousands of manuscripts, 
microfilms, unbound periodicals 
and pamphlets. 


3. How old is the Library? 
ANSWER: The book collection 
began back in 1812 (the first pur- 
chased books were Hebrew Bibles 
and grammars). The present building 
was erected in 1957. 


4. What well-known Seminary Li- 
brary has two card catalogs? 

ANSWER: You guessed it! Though 
they are housed in the same place, 
we actually have two card catalogs. 


by Sharon Taylor 


The main catalog handles mono- 
graphs up to 1981, and most periodi- 
cal and serial titles. The new catalog 
(along the east wall) handles titles 
added to the Library since 1981. Be 
sure to check both catalogs! 


5. How do you check out a book? 
ANSWER: Fill out a charge card 
which can be found at the circulation 
desk and at the card catalogs. Pre- 
sent the book, the charge card, and 
your student ID to the attendant at 
the circulation desk. 


6. How long can I keep a book? 
ANSWER: The expiration date will 
be stamped in the back of the book. 
Most books circulate for about a 
month. New books can be checked 
out for two weeks. Periodicals and 
reserve books may be checked out 
overnight. 


7. Where can I find Reserve books? 
ANSWER: Hopefully, in the Read- 
ing Room (to the nght when you 
come in the front doors of the Library). 


Instructions and a listing of all the 
Reserve books are found on the 
slant shelf in the last bookcase toward 
the back of the room. 


8 Howcan I get help in the Library? 
ANSWER: This is an easy one! 
Ask the friendly folks at the circu- 
lation desk (opposite the front door 
as you enter the Library) or Kate 
Skrebutenas, the reference librarian, 
and her staff(her desk is right across 
from the card catalog). 


9. What are the Library hours? 
ANSWER: During the regular school 


term: 
8am-11pm Mon. thru Thurs. 
8 am- 5 pm Friday 
9 am - 4:45 pm Saturday 
7 pm-11 pm Sunday 


See the Seminary Handbook or check 
with the circulation desk for vacation 
hours. 

Here’s hoping that your library experi- 
ences at Princeton Theological Seminary 
will be more than trivial pursuits. 


Everything You Need to Know 
About the TBA Book Store and... 


In the beginning, the Theological Book 
Agency was created and operated out of 
a student's room as a way of selling 
textbooks for classes. The store later 
moved to the basement of the chapel, 
and in 1959 to Stuart Hall. It has since 
grown to a full service bookstore. In 
addition to providing textbooks, it main- 
tains a solid backstock of supplementary 
titles, offers special services suchas mail 
orders, special orders, mailings to alumni, 
and out of print searches and holds 
special events. 

This fall the TBA particularly looks 
forward to celebrations honoring Richard 
Armstrong, Donald Capps and Karlfried 
Froelich on the publication of new books; 
autographing parties are a way for new 
students and old to meet and talk with 


faculty in a festive environment. Other 
special events include a winter Com- 
mentary Sale, a store-wide Spring Sale, 
National Children’s Book Week, Wo- 
men’s History Week, Black History 
Week, and birthday parties for such 
figures as Martin Luther, Soren Kierke- 
gaard, Harriet Tubman, and James 
Duckett, the patron saint of booksellers 
and publishers. 

The store prides itself on offering a 
wide range of books, covering all theo- 
logical positions in an attempt to support 
a broad-based seminary education. With 
friendly and knowledgeable staff, the 
store exists more in the style of an old- 
fashioned personal-service store than a 
supermarket discount chain. (But because 
the store is non-profit and backed by the 


Seminary, all books are discounted, too!) 

The store is open on Mondays from I— 
6, and Tuesdays—Friday from 1-4, all 
through the year, except during the week 
between Christmas and New Year's Day. 

All students, faculty and staff may 
open charge accounts, and keep them 
until graduation, as long as the TBA’s 
terms are met. The charge limit of $50 
extends to $125 during the first two 
weeks of classes. Billing takes place on 
the first of each month, and payment in 
full is due on the 15th. 

All students and other members of the 
Seminary are encouraged to voice their 
Suggestions concerning services rendered 
or titles stocked to any TBA staff member. 
The staff greatly values customer feed- 
back as a help in improving operations. 


| 


| 
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SPEER LIBRARY 
provided by Kate Skrekbutenas 


The dynamic of Christian culture; essays on 
Dawsonian themes. Edited by Peter J. Cataldo. 
Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1984 
229 pages. 


The papers contained in this volume were originally 
delivered at the second and third annual conferences 
of the Society for Christian Culture. Their purpose 
is to explore the more significant insights which 
Christopher Dawson has contributed to an under- 
standing of the nature and development of human 
culture. 


German Books in Print 1983/84. Munich: K.G. 
Saur, 1983 in four volumes. 


This is the thirteenth edition of German Books in 
Print, which lists the titles available, both new and 
old, in 1983-84. All authors, and titles without 
authors, as well as the key-words and title refer- 
ences, are listed in a cross-alphabet. 


The International dictionary of women’s biogra- 
phy. Edited by Jennifer S. Uglow. New York: 
Continuum Publishing Company, 1982 534 pages. 


This book represents a successful attempt at 
providing basic biographical information about 
outstanding women in a variety of fields. 


Johnston, William. Christian mysticism today. 
New York: Harper and Row, 1984 203 pages. 


This book explores the roots of Christian mysticism 
and attempts to highlight what is unique and 
distinctive in the Christian mystical path. 


New Mooks 


Luker, Kristin. Abortion and the politics of mother- 
hood. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1984 324 pages. 


This book is based on the premise that the abortion 
debate is a terribly important one, whose meaning 
and implications will not be fully understood for a 
long time. It represents an attempt to begin to 
outline how the debate came into being, what it 
means, and who has chosen to be on different 
sides. 


Lutz, Charles P. Peace-ways. Minneapolis: Augs- 
burg Publishing House, 1983 224 pages. 


Sixteen authors present a variety of news and offer 
insights on peacemaking from their own disciplines: 
economics, political science, international affairs, 
biblical studies, theology, women’s studies, and 
ethics. 


The roots of our common faith. Edited by Hans- 
George Link. Geneva: World Council of Churches, 
1984 134 pages. 


The ten essays included in this book seek to 
examine the roots of common faith in the traditions 
of the Old and New Testaments and in the witness 
and worship of the early Church. 


Stendahl, Krister. Meanings: the Bible as docu- 
ment and as guide. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1984 244 pages. 


This collection of essays, originally published 
between 1951 and 1981, attempts to show how 
certain biblical themes and passages speak about 
different situations and problems that must be 
faced in the church and in the world. 


PTS Choir Auditions 


by Jim Goodenberger 


What key do you get if you drop a 
piano down a mine shaft? 

The Princeton Theological Seminary 
community enjoys a strong tradition of 
fine music and a broad pool of musical 
talent. Concerts and recitals are frequent 
parts of campus life. The seminary choirs 
are featured in concerts both on an off 
campus in addition to their regular assis- 
tance in Chapel Worship. 

David A. Weadon, Director of Music 
and Chapel Organist is the conductor of 
these choirs, which rehearse Monday or 
Tuesday evenings. Each of the three 
choirs maintains its own shcedule and 
repertoire. Practicum credit is available 
for participation though the choirs are 
open to everyone in the Seminary com- 
munity. A private audition with Mr. 
Weadon may be arranged in the Chapel 


Office in the basement of Miller Chapel 
during the first week of classes. The 
auditions are comfortable and low key 
and should not be regarded as intimidat- 
ing, Mr. Weadon does not bite! For 
assurances of this, and for answers to 
most questions, ask Carolyn Marshall, 
the chapel secretary, who is a good 
person to know, and who is eminently 
informed. 

Another music opportunity is the 
Princeton Pro-Musica, a choral society 
of renown that specializes in choral 
works with orchestra. The choir needs 
tenors and basses, rehearses weekly and 
performs quarterly. An audition may be 
arranged with the director Frances Slade 
at 883-1890. 

A flat minor! 
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THEOLOGICAL BOOK AGENCY 


Incoming students often ask what kinds of 
reference books they should buy. We suggest a 
few: 


Van Harvey, A Handbook of Theological Terms 

Bruce Metzger, A Textual Commentary on Greek 
New Testament 

The New Oxford Annotated Bible Apocrypha 
Revised Standard Version 

Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Winters of Term 
Papers, Theses & Dissertations 

Alan Richardson, A Theological Word Book of 
the Bible 


And if the first two weeks threaten to overwhelm 
you, we heartedly recommend: 


Marshall Efron & Alfa-Betty Olsen, Bible Stories 
You Can’t Forget 
Trina Paulus, Hope for the Flowers. 


Ministers Life 


A Mutual Life 
Insurance Company 


Meet Stephen Finestone 
A very special kind of 
insurance representative. 


Your confidence in us is very 
important! Steve Finestone 
understands this. And he 
takes a personal concern 
with your special insurance 
planning. It’s the vital contri- 
bution Steve makes toward 
strengthening your con- 
fidence in the company 
anxious to serve your needs. 
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(Massive-Faculty cont'd from p. 2) 


James H. Charlesworth, Associate Pro- 
fessor of Religion at Duke University 
has been appointed to that chair. 

Charlesworth is an internationally 
known scholar in the New Testament 
field, with particular expertise in the 
pseudepigrapha and the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
He is author of The Pseudepigrapha 
and Modern Research and editor and 
translator of The Odes of Solomon and 
The History of the Rechabites as well as 
numerous articles on early Christian 
literature, many focusing on the inter- 
testamental period. 

Craig R. Dykstra formerly an Instruc- 
tor in Christian Education at Princeton 
Seminary (1976-77) and Associate Pro- 
fessor of Christian Education at Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Seminary. (See Facul- 
ty Notes.) 

James H. Moorehead has been ap- 
pointed as the Mary McIntosh Bridge 
Associate Professor of American Church 
History. He is an ordained minister in 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). He 
has a Master of Divinity Degree from 
Princeton Seminary and the Master of 
Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy 
degrees from Yale University. He has 
written American Apocalypse: Yankee 
Protestants and the Civil War, 1860- 
1869 and several articles in The Journal 
of American History and the Journal of 
Presbyterian History. 

Patrick D. Miller, Professer of Biblical 
Studies at Union Seminary in Richmond 
has been appointed as the Charles T. 
Haley Professor of Old Testament The- 
ology. Dr. Miller who has been a member 
of Union Seminary faculty since 1966 
has written numerous articles and books. 
(See Faculty Notes.) He received his 
undergraduate education at Davidson 
College and his Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from Union. He was awarded the 
Ph.D. degree from Harvard University 
in 1964. 

Two other faculty members have been 
appointed and will begin teaching in 1985. 
Richard K. Fenn has been appointed as 
the Maxwell M. Upson Professor of 
Christianity and Society. 

Jane Douglas Dempsey whose area of 
work is late medieval church history will 
also begin teaching in the 1985-86 
academic year. She will be the first 
woman in the history of the Seminary to 
hold a full professorship. 


Faculty Motes 


Sandra Brown, Ph.D.— Assistant Professor Pastor- 
al Theology—Selected member of the Editorial 
Committee of the Journal of Pastoral Care in 
January 1984 for three years. . . . Participated ina 
Pastoral Care Seminar in China (3 weeks) and 
Japan (1 week) in June and July 1984. Theology 
Today will carry an article on this trip by Ms. 
Brown)... . Presented a paper at the Asian Pastoral 
Care Conference in Tokyo, Japan, July 4, 1984.... 
Preached several ordination services for members 
of the class of 1984. 


Donald E. Capps, Ph.D.—Professor of Pastoral 
Theology—Recent or pending publications... . 
Life Cycle Theory and Pastoral Care. (Fortress) 
....Pastoral Hermeneutics. (Fortress).... 
“Erikson’s life cycle theory: Religious Dimensions,” 
Religious Studies Review (April, 1984). ““The 
Eight Deadly Vices: The Pastor as Moral Coun- 
selor,’ Pastoral Psychology... . ‘Religion and 
Psychological Well-Being,” The Sacred ina Post- 
Secular Age. ... “Erik H. Erikson,” encyclopedia 
article for Contemporary Thinkers Project... . 
“Pastoral Counseling,’ encyclopedia article for 
International Encyclopedia of Education (Perga- 
mon Press) and many others. 


Sang Hyun Lee, Ph.D.— Director Asian-American 
Program of the Seminary (January, 1984).... 
Delivered the ““Founder’s Day Lecture’ at the 
Presbyterian Seminary in Seoul, Korea on May 
17, 1984. Visited Korea for the first time in 
twenty-nine years. Was also the speaker for Reli- 
gious Emphasis Week at Yonsei University in 
Seoul earlier in May. ... Published a review of N. 
Fierings book in Jonathan Edwards’ moral philoso- 
phy in the Journal of Presbyterian History (Spring, 
1984). 


Patrick D. Miller, Jr., Ph.D.—Charles T. Haley 
Professor of Old Testament Theology. Was ap- 
pointed to Princeton Seminary Faculty June 1, 1984. 
Has been Professor of Biblical Studies at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond since 1966. Has 
written numerous articles and books, including 
The Divine Warrior in Early Israel (1973) and 
The Hand of the Lord: Reassessment of the Ark 
Narrative (1977), with J.J.M. Roberts. ... Lectures 
on Psalms, Pastors’ School, Furman University— 
July 1984... . Meeting of Colloquium For Biblical 
Research—August 1984. Revised Standard Ver- 
sion Translation Committee—June 1984. (Wel- 
come—Sitz im Leben). 


Craig R. Dykstra, Ph.D.—Thomas W. Synnott 
Professor of Christian Education. Was appointed 
to Princeton Seminary Faculty effective June 1, 
1984. Formerly an Instructor in Christian Educa- 
tion at Princeton Seminary (1976-77) and Assistant 
Minister of the Westminister Presbyterian Church 
in Detroit; he was most recently Associate Professor 
of Christian Education on the faculty of Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He is author 
of Vision and Character: A Christian Educator’s 
Alternative to Kohlberg (1981) and numberous 
articles in Journals of religious education... . 
Editing a book of critical responses to James 
Fowler’s faith development theory and also writing 
““a couple of chapters” of that book. On steering 
Committee sponsoring research and development 


of new approaches in theological education in the 
area of youth ministry—evaluating proposals and 
making grants. (Welcome Home—Sitz im Leben). 


William D. Howden, Ph.D. Candidate. A sermon 
entitled ““Where is the Happy Ending” was pub- 
lished in Pulpit Digest September-October 1984. 


Thomas G. Hoyt—Visiting Lecturer in New 
Testament, Hartford Seminary Foundation... . 
Conducted retreat for Presbyterians in Service 
Overseas at Berchtesgaden, West Germany— 
May 1984. Preacher at Furman University Pastor 


~ School—July 1984. 


Bennie Charles Ollenburger, Ph.D.—Assistant 
Professor of Old Testament. ... Editing a Fest- 
schrift for B.W. Anderson. Participated in a con- 
ference of Presbyterian Seminaries on Peace- 
making. Speaking in churches and seminaries on 
peacemaking and the Bible. 


J.J.M. Roberts, Ph.D.— William Henry Green 
Professor of Old Testment literature. Delivered 
three lectures to tour group is Israel. . . . Delivered 
paper on Isaiah 28:16 at the Colloquium For 
Biblical Research in Richmond. Wrote three arti- 
cles for The New Harpers Biblical Dictionary. 


Charles C. West, Ph.D.—Stephen Colwell Profes- 
sor of Christian Ethics. Completed term of service 
as Academic Dean(1979-1984) and is on sabbati- 
cal leave for the academic year 1984-85.... 
Workshop Leader, International Association of 
Mission Studies Conference, Harare, Zimbabwe 
January 1985.... International Conference on 
the Thought of Reinhold Niebuhr—September 
1984. Attendance at World Council of Churches 
Sixth Assembly, Vancouver, Canada 1983. (See 
article October 1983 in Theology Today). While 
on sabbatical Dr. West hopes to write a book on 
“Christian Political Ethics.” 


STUDENT EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 


Recreational Chairperson 


1. The recreational chairperson plans a 
number of seminary-wide activities, such 
as ping-pong, backgammon, and chess 
tournaments, and promotes small group 
activities such as board and card games, 
bike hikes, and nature walks. 


2. The recreational chairperson has the 
opportunity to educate the seminary com- 
munity to new recreational activities. 


3. The recreational chairperson works to 
inform the seminary community of recre- 
ational opportunities at the university and 
in the Princeton area. 


4. The recreational chairperson will be 
responsible for organizing and updating 
information on the communications board. 


Interested students should contact: 
Reggie Tuck, SGA Moderator or 
Sitz im Leben 683-0480. 


A public service advertisement. 





September 21, 1984 


Sitz im Leben 
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From the Womens Center 


INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
by Lois Ann Wolff 


The following article on Inclusive Lan- 
guage was suggested by Sitz im Leben 
to the author for the benefit of incoming 
students. 

—The Editor 

Inclusive language is not an “issue.” 
For many of us, itis too bound up in self- 
identity to be an issue. No, inclusive 
language is not going to “go away.” 
Inclusive language, a term some of us 
had never heard before coming to Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, and some of 
us seem to like to pretend we haven't 
heard since, will continue to engender 
much discussion. 

Using language which is inclusive 
means choosing words which will include 
the greatest number of diverse people: 
those of both sexes, all ethnic groups, all 
age groups, and people with physical 
disabilities as well as those without. The 
official policy of this Seminary is that 
inclusive language should be used at all 
times—in class, in the writing of papers 
and examinations, and in worship. 

To many, the problem of inclusive 
language seems to be limited to inclusive- 
ness of both sexes; indeed, most of the 
controversy encountered here and else- 
where is centered in the use of pronouns. 
However, the issue is much broader than 
simply that of gender-inclusiveness. Care 
should be taken, for example, not to 
exclude the physically disabled by as- 
suming that all of one’s hearers/readers 
can see, hear, and walk. Our use of 
colors can exclude people of color: if 


white is always good and black is always 
evil or at best ignorant, our choice of 
words may speak very loudly about our 
racial prejudices. 

Some object to the use of inclusive 
language on the ground that it is awkward. 
This does not have to be the case. 
However, effort is needed to find new 
ways of phrasing our thoughts, to find 
new metaphors. Those for whom inclu- 
sive language is not an “issue,” but a 
matter of self-identity and self-worth, 
are discovering ways of including not 
only themselves but others in their speech 
and writing. There are a number of style 
guides available, some from the TBA 
and some from the Women’s Center, 
which contain helpful suggestions. 

Some object because they feel it is 
“not necessary.” It may not seem neces- 
sary to one who does not feel excluded 
by traditional language, but is very neces- 
sary toone who does. Ministers—or any 
people—who are genuinely concerned 
about all of the people of God must take 
care to make their language as inclusive 
as possible—out of love. 

Language shapes thought as much as 
thought shapes language. If people tell 
us our language makes them feel excluded, 
it makes little sense to try to argue them 
out of it. Their feelings need to be 


accepted, and our language needs to be, 


corrected. Inclusive language is not an 
issue of any “liberation group.” Inclusive 
language is a matter of listening to others, 
and of listening to ourselves. 


THEOLOGICAL 
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Dearmament 
Talks 


by Noel Anderson 


Taken by itself, it could make us all 
miserable. Taken with a sense of humor, 
it might make us closer. Taken with 
patients and compassion, we might grow 
in our faith—our love for each other. 
Reagan or Mondale? Coffee and ciga- 
rettes at dawn. 

Certainly no one intends emnity, but 
it is a sure result when we mistake our 
heartfelt political ideas for higher values: 
When ideas about military presence in 
Latin America supercede the presence 
of patience, when ideas of feminist pre- 
sence in the White House surpass the 
presence of decency, when the presence 
of ideas is mistaken for the presence of 
Christ. 

Discussion is healthy and necessary, 
unlike the kind of scathing polemics 
which many students (this writer included) 
so strongly steep themselves in. We 
practice defense for what we believe, but 
when this kind of partisanship sprouts 
sharp horns and a pointed tail, the exer- 
cise of defense has taken on a character 
hostile to our Christian nature. 

It is such a great challenge, such an 
offense to anyone’s closely held beliefs 
or opinions to suggest that we arm our- 
selves not with left wings or right wings 
but with courtesy, discretion, and kind- 
ness? Are our most highly defended 
opinions so unstable that they could be 
destroyed by propriety? If so, bon voyage; 
if not, we can all relax and savor the 
pleasure of fellowship. 

Many of us have parents who teach 
that sex, politics and religion are three 
topics forbidden to those who value their 
friendships. Religion, politics and sex— 
in that order—are the three most favored 
topics of the campus center refectory. 
Insofar as we walk on sacred ground, we 
are well-advised to take careful, gentle 
steps. 

We all know exactly who should be 
president and why, and we are not likely 
to be talked out of our opinions. So the 
sooner we exorcise the demons Peevish, 
Petty, Snappish and Huffy, the better 
chance of hearing, moving and respecting 
ourselves we shall have. 
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Greeting 


To all who enter or return to the Seminary this fall, 
welcome! It is good to have you here. The Seminary is 
simply not the same without you. May this be a year of 
spiritual, intellectual, and personal growth for each one 
of you. My office door remains open to all who desire a 


visit. Blessings on you as together we begin the 1984-85 
academic year. 

—Thomas W. Gillespie 

President of the Seminary 


On behalf of the Student Government Association, I 
am pleased to have this opportunity to issue greetings to 
all students, staff, faculty and administrators at Princeton 


Kennedy Addresses U.N. 
on Apartheid 


U.S. Senator Kennedy speaking before the United Nations 
Special Committee Against Apartheid urged the following 
actions on the part of the United States in regards to South 
Africa and Namibia. 

@ First, the export controls that were in force under 
President Carter but removed by President Reagan should be 
immediately re-imposed. 

@ Second, the 1977 United Nations Arms embargo 
should be scrupulously enforced and a special team in the 
Department of Justice should be created to do just that. That 
vote in 1977 is the only time the United States has everys 
supported mandatory sanctions against South Africa in the 
Security Council. We have a special obligation to live up to 
that vote. 

@ Third, there should be a ban on all new loans by U.S. 
business interests to the South African government—and 
there should be stringent controls imposed on all new 
investments and loans to the South African private sector. 

Kennedy associates himself with Congressman William 
Grey and others who are seeking to eliminate the extension of 
loans to South Africa through the IMF. 

Finally, U.S. companies that violate United Nations 
Decree 1, which prohibits foreign exploitation of Namibian 
mineral wealth until Namibia attains independence, should 
be fined heavily and should have their international trading 
licenses suspended. 

These measures can help to move South Africa away from 
its racially unjust policies of apartheid and separate develop- 
ment. Instead of cozying up to South Africa... we must take 
actions which truly reflect our moral outrage to apartheid. 


Theological Seminary. I am hopeful that each of you 
enjoyed a productive summer and are now looking 
forward to the upcoming academic year. The Student 
Government ts hopeful it will be able to serve the diverse 
needs that the Seminary community will present through- 
out this coming year. 

The Student Government needs your support and we 
are hopeful that you will become personally involved in 
the life of Princeton Theological Seminary. The Student 
Government Association wishes each of you the best in 
your respective responsibilities during the coming year. 


—Reggie Tuck 
Moderator SGA 
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TUCK: “We Will Respond to the Student Agenda!” 





i 


Reggie Tuck, the Student Government 
Association Moderator, sums up the 
goals and objectives of the SGA, “We 
will respond to the student agenda.” 
That student agenda was the subject of a 
leadership retreat held in the Oratory in 
Alexander Hall this past Saturday. At- 
tendance was very good and all the 
constituent groups on the campus were 
represented. 

Many issues of concern were raised 
and discussed by student organization 
leaders and SGA members. It was decided 
that the effort this year should be devoted 
to the following concerns. (1) Develop- 
ment of a grievance procedure, (2) Build 
ing closer relationships between married 
and single students, (3) childcare and(4) 
Housing. 

Tuck feels tht housing is the one issue 
that all students have acommon concern 
for. Many of the participants in the 
leadership conference expressed the 
view that the present policy of housing 
assignment is extremely unfair and that 
assignment should be based on need 
rather than date of admission for new 
students.” 

Reggie Tuck sees “‘ building commun- 
ity’ is the primary task of SGA. Erwin 


Barron, the Chairperson for the Planning 
Board also describes his view of the 
work of the Planning Board as reaching 
out to help students, to act as facilitators 
and to bring students together in one 
community. 

Barron conceived of the Survival Kit 
a publication to help new students accli- 
mate themselves to PTS. Barron also 
implimented the First Annual Activities 
Fair, which was a very successful event 
which allowed students to learn about 
the various student organizations. 

A major issue in the first few SGA 
meetings this year has been the decision 
of the SGA to place its funds with a bank 
that has a good record in the treatment of 
minorities. SGA member, Michael 
Nabors, the Association of Black Stu- 
dents President raised this concern when 
a motion was on the floor of the SGA to 
move SGA funds to a bank that pays 
interest on checking. A committee com- 
posed of Michael Nabors, Reggie Tuck 
and Ann Palmerton, the SGA Treasurer 
will look into the matter and eventually 
the funds will be placed with the bank felt 
most appropriate. 

Criteria for student organizations is 
still a major issue as is funding of those 
groups. There is a consensus among 
student leaders that student groups should 
be given more freedom to spend the 
funds alloted them as they know best 
how to use the monies in accomplishing 
their own goals. It was agreed that the 
ban on spending money for food ws too 
rigid and that there are events where 
providing refreshments is legitimate. 

David Milam has shown a deep con- 
cern for married students and off campus 
students. Milam favors ammendment of 
the SGA Constitution to allow for an Off 


Campus Representative on the SGA. 
Milam along with Kay Steddom Co- 
ordinator for the Women’s Center have 
been busy funding the Especially for 
Spouses Class. (See story on page 5) 

Students have been recruited to serve 
on faculty committees. This was facili- 
tated at the Activities Fair. Involvement 
of students on committees seems to vary 
a great deal. Some faculty committees 
do not meet regularly and it was reported 
at the Leadership Retreat that student 
members are not always notified. 

A major concern raised at the Leader- 
ship Retreat was the problems in getting 
policy changes. It was agreed that until 
students come together and speak as one 
voice nothing much can be accomplished. 
Some students felt that since students 
are a transient population that the insti- 
tution tends to ignore student concerns. 
It was pointed out that the Alternative 
Meal Program has been a subject of 
discussion with the PTS Administration 
for the past eight years and yet it is still 
not resolved. The Editor of Sitz im 
Leben, Stowell Kessler suggested that 
one way to get continuity is to develop a 
“Master Plan” in concert with the Ad- 
ministration so that as students come 
and go the work can progress. Several 
students thought it would be very helpful 
to invite President Thomas Gillespie to 
meetings such as this. It ws also the 
opinion of several students that we should 
not talk of our relationship with the 
Administration as a “‘we’’ and “‘they” 
relationship; but as “‘we’’ relationship. 

Tuck feels that students need to be 
concerned for th total community. ““We 
will work to respond to all the concerns 
of students. We are limited as long as we 
are divided.” 


Page Two 


Sitz im Leben 


Editorial 


Not since the Al Smith - Herbert Hoover campaign in 1928 has 
religion been such a major factor in a presidential election. Al Smith 
was subjected to a savage anti-Catholic campaign. The controversy this 
time around, however, is a far different one. These two WASPS are 
stinging each other with such divisive issues as abortion and prayer in 
the public schools. As hot as these issues are they are not responsible 
for all the sound and fury we are experiencing. 

What we are seeing is a revolution in political manipulation that 
threatens both our religious liberties and the very fabric of our 
pluralistic society which is the genius of our democratic system. 
President Ronald Reagan stepped across the line that no presidential 
candidate has ever crossed before. This Pleasing personality has 
become the extension of the Far Right! He has marshalled the political 
and economic power of a very organized political action movement, 
which has in very revolutionary ways, seized on negative devisive 
issues and has developed in litmus test that divides the citizenry into the 
“Children of the Light” and the “Children of the Darkness.” President 
Reagan has forged a new coalition never achieved before—the neo- 
apocalpic protestants and the Roman Catholic Church! In fact it can be 
argued that the two major parties no longer exist. These two parties 
have always been based on a centrist philosophy in which both parties 
had liberal and conservative wings. Reagan has built a new majority 
based on the manipulative use of religion and backed by the military 
industrial complex. The abortion issue has been the primary issue upon 
which this coalition is based. 

Ironically the same people in this country who so avidly oppose 
abortion very often support escalation of the arms race, the death 
penalty and an end to social welfare programs for the poor and disabled. 

In the past the religious background of candidates has been the issue. 
Certainly we would admit that this is quite a different phenomena. Here 
the religious values of voting blocks are being appealed to by the very 
planned manipulation of specific ethical and theological issues. The 
advent of computer technology in massive fund raising campaigns and 
the use of television advertising techniques in the hands of a professional 
communicator have given rise to this moment in our political and 
religious history. This election will be a test of our maturity as a people 
and as a church. It may authenticate Karl Barth’s contention that 
religion can ironically become irreligion. 


— Stowell V. Kessler 
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October 19, 1984 


CTI Dedicated 


The Center for Theological Inquiry 
dedicated its new research and adminis- 
trative building on October 9, 1984. 
The new multi-million dollar facility, 
located on property leased from Princeton 
Theological Seminary, was dedicated in 
honor of Henry Robinson Luce, the 
founder of Time Magazine. 

The Sitz im Leben editor attempted to 
cover the “open house’ on October 3, 
1984 and was informed that the ‘‘open 
house’ was by invitation only and that 
no students were being invited. The 
editor informed an aide to the Center 
that he would come as a member of the 
press. The Center responded to this by 
contacting the Seminary and requesting 
that the editor not come. 

Christina Zarobe, a staff writer for The 
Trenton Times, reported the dedication 
in its October 10 issue. Because of the 
importance of this event Sitz im Leben 
quotes with permission from the Times 
article. 





The stately building, located on Stockton Street, 
was dedicated and a plaque unveiled during a 
ceremony honoring Luce and the opening of the 
center. The philanthropist’s son, Dr. Henry Luce 
III, who is also a trustee of the center, attended the 
ceremony, addressing an audience of about 50 
people. 

Luce quoted his father as describing a person’s 
search for faith as a “hunger in the world and it is 
not a hunger of the body.” 

Established in 1978, the center is an ecumenical 
and non-denominational institution dedicated to 
exploring theology and its relationship with the 
scientific revolution that has taken place in the 
20th century. 

“THE EVER widening gulf between faith and 
reason, religion and modern science—a gulf that is 
mirrored in the isolation of the theologian within 
the university and the larger intellectual world— 
must be closed,’ said the Rev. Dr. James I. 
McCord, the center’s chancellor and chairman of 
the Board of Trustees. 

“Where there should be only distinction, there is 
a separation,’ Luce, according to his son, had said 
about the two entities of religion and science. 

The Reverend said universities are ‘‘ afraid of the 
word theology.” Educational institutions tend to 
study “the phenomenon of religion, which is 
religion from the outside,’ while the center will 
focus on the issue from the ‘‘inside.”’ 

But McCord also said he believes the center’s 
work will “spillover” and be beneficial for “the 
plain, old simple church.” 

“T think the center will provide a new sense of 
direction and purpose and I agree the one thing the 
believer of a church wants is a new sense of 
meaning and direction,” he said, adding that the 
center will have nine members this year and once it 
is “financially mature’ have 12 members. 


October 19, 1984 
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Travel Experiences inthe New Nicaragua 


“Bienvenido a Nicaragua Libre’ (Wel- 
come to Nicaragua Libre) was the expression 
with which I was greeted at Sandino Airport 
in Managua, Nicaragua last June. I had 
come with great expectations about this 
country which had undergone such deep 
transformations five years after the over- 
throw of its hated dictator Anastasio Somoza. 
I was intrigued by the Sandinista claim to 
have set up a more just, nationalistic, socialist 
economy. Having lived in Latin America all 
of my life and witnessed some very scandalous 
political charades performed in the name of 
the “people” I was dubious, and yet expectant, 
because I felt that any change in Nicaragua 
after Somoza had to be for the better. 

I was picked up at the airport by a young 
Baptist minister who works for the most 
important Nicaraguan ecumenical organiza- 
tion CEPAD (Committee for the Aid of 
Development), which has brought the Protes- 
tant churches together in support of the 
revolution. The friendliness with which I was 
greeted by this man made me feel at ease in 
the midst of the ever-present political tension 
of Managua. The existence of political bill 
boards from all parties, slogans on the walls, 
and numerous people milling about in military 
attire all give one the sensation of being in a 
highly charged atmosphere, which of course 
it is, because the country is in a state of war 
against the ClA-supported contras on the 
northern border. Yet, my friend the pastor 
received me with warmth, as did most 
Nicaraguans, one of whom told me, “‘Brother, 
we love the American people; it is the 
mafioso Reagan that we cannot stand.” 

Managua itself is a city besieged by dis- 
organization and massive reconstruction. 
The capital suffered the effects of a major 
earthquake in 1972, from which it never 
completely recovered. Much of the foreign 
aid which was supposed to go to reconstruction 
was pocketed by Somoza. The city was also 
partially destroyed by the massive street 
fighting which took place before the fall of the 
dictator. City streets, which are oddly paved 
with prefabricated cobblestone (Somoza 
owned the cobblestone factory), were dug up 
by combatants and were used to form barri- 
cades against the national guard. 
production. The plight of the middle class 
and non-partisan sources on the state of the 
revolution. I talked to newspaper editors, 


Part 1 of a3 Part Series 
by Andrew Wallace 


human rights organization leaders, teachers, 
small businessmen, official government rep- 
resentatives from the ministry of culture, and 
the neighbors from the lower-class barrio 
where I was staying. Most people expressed 
hemselves freely on these occasions. While 
the newspaper editor protested about the 
official censorship of his paper (the govern- 
ment regularly censors articles on the war 
and particularly speculative writing on eco- 
nomic affairs, which panics the public), the 
middle-class businessman was distressed 
because of the shortage of raw materials for 
production. The plight of the middle-class 
was understandable to me. The small busi- 
nesspeople are having to adjust to a more 
controlled economy which encourages co- 
operative ventures and production of basic 
goods which serve the needs of the poor 
rather than freewheeling market practices 
and the production of consumer items to be 
purchased solely by the wealthy. Indeed, 
there is a shortage of many goods in Nicaragua, 
including basic hygiene products and crucial 
medicines. But the hardships are not always 
a by-product of the movement toward a new 
economic ideology. The war that is being 
waged on the border of the country is the 
primary culprit in this respect. The Sandinistas 
are being forced to spend huge economic 
resources for defense purposes—for their 
immediate fighting needs and because of 
their fear of a Grenada-style invasion in the 
future. As a result, there are shortages in the 
civilian markets. The scarcity of medicine in 
Nicaragua, which is due to our own pressures 
for economic embargo against the country, is 
a particularly grim fact for many citizens. 
One day, while standing outside the church 
where I was living, I saw a young girl hit by a 
speeding car. The child was taken to the 
hospital, where she could enjoy the benefits 
of free medical care, but because of yet 
another crucial shortage of medical supplies 
she could not be treated until a day later. 
Such examples made me feel deeply frustrated 
as an American citizen because I was able to 
witness the concrete suffering which was a 
consequence of our hostile policies against a 
small nation. Indeed, President Reagan’s 
plans to wear down the population seemed to 
be working. 

But this is not the case among the youth 


_and the poor which constitute the majority of 


the population. Most of the young I talked to 
maintained their enthusiasm for the revolution 
and were resolved to fight till the end for its 
survival. Their seriousness and bravery 
generated respect on my part. Many of these 
young people had moved away from their 
bourgeoisie families before 1979 in order to 
join the anti-Somocista forces. Now that they 
had begun the difficult task of building a new 
society they had obviously acquired new 
frustrations, but along with these, some signifi- 
cant successes which could be empirically 
verified. For the first time in many years 
Nicaragua’s poor, by means of their access to 
the government markets, can afford the food 
that they need to maintain healthy diets. The 
children of those same urban and rural poor 
are guaranteed schooling at least up to the 
primary level. The literacy campaign which 
was started so successfully in 1980 has 
continued. Today, over 87% of the population 
can read and write, a record high for any 
Latin American country. I was able to 
witness the continued expansion of the liter- 
acy program, which does not leave the 
students with a reading primer but which 
takes them to higher reading levels over time. 
Finally, the youth could point proudly to the 
health service records achieved by the Sandi- 
nistas in five years. The abolition of disease 
such as polio and typhoid through vaccination 
campaigns, free medical services provided 
for the poor, and the creation of hundreds of 
health centers around the nation, are great 
achievements of the revolutionary govern- 
ment. Unfortunately, these same health 
centers which benefit so many farmers have 
become the targets for the attacks of the 
contras who destroy, pillage, and kill. These 
are very real achievements for such a new 
government which practically started from 
scratch. Along the way, they have had 
significant help from many sectors in the 
country, including the church. In the next 
issue of Sitz im Leben I will discuss my 
findings on the religious element of the 
Nicaraguan revolution. 


Wanted: Advertising Represen- 
tative. Sell advertising for Sitz im 


Leben. Call today S. Kessler 683- 
0480. 
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From the Womens Center 


by Kay E. Steddom, Coordinator 


The Women’s Center is an action-centered group concerned with life at Princeton 
Seminary. It serves as a coordinating body, assisting women and men to become 
more aware of the enlarged role of women in the world today. Its membership 
includes all women in the Princeton Theological Seminary Community. 

There are weekly meetings which are open to all. They are held each Monday 
night in the Women’s Center in the basement of Stuart Hall. Business will be 
handled from 6:15-7:15; from 7:15-? will be a time of sharing and support. You do 
not have to attend the business meeting to be a part of the support group or vice versa, 
as there will be a short break in between. If you have items you wish to bring to the 
attention of the Women’s Center, contact Kay through campus mail or phone 683- 
4575. Kay will also be in the Center on Tuesdays from 9:00-9:50 and Wednesdays 
from 11:00-11:50 to answer questions or to be a resource to help you develop a 
campus-wide workshop, seminar, etc. which would be helpful in assisting the 
seminary community to affirm the value of women in society. 

The Board for the Center is comprised entirely of students with representatives 
Lois Wolff and Julie Adkins, seniors; Susan Schilperoort and Cheryl Homsher, 
middlers; and Susan Craig and Linda Jennings, juniors. Taryn Hilary represents the 
married students. The Board is actively seeking a racial/ethnic minority woman 
representative. The Board determines the programs undertaken by the Women’s 
Center. 

Sisters of Sarah (SOS) is one of the groups sponsored by the center. This support 
group is for women who are 28 and older, who meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
12:30 for lunch in the Center. The group chooses its own agenda and direction with 
the Board of the Women’s Center assisting in any way desired by SOS. The age 28 
was arbitrarily chosen, so if you are not yet 28 but feel this group would be 
appropriate for you, feel free to come. 

Al Krummenacher heads a Men’s Support Group, which meets once a week to 
discuss the impact of feminist issues on men and ministry and to explore ways of 
being supportive of women. Contact Al at 799-7965 if you are interested in being a 
part of this group. 

The Women’s Center is assisting Dave Milam, SGA Married Student Represen- 
tative, to sponsor the “‘Especially for Spouses” discussion led by Dr. David Willis 
publicized elsewhere in this issue. Throughout the year the center will sponsor 
additional seminars, discussions and workshops which we hope will encourage all of 
us to help bring about justice for all God’s people. 

The Center is also a place to come and relax, leave your bag lunch in the 
refrigerator, have a small group meeting (sign up your time on the calendar to avoid 
conflicts), and to pick up literature on current issues of particular interest to women. 
The Women’s Center looks forward to continuing to serve as a resource to the entire 
Seminary Community. 


New Director of Financial Aid Appointed 


Princeton Theological Seminary has 
appointed Frederick Lansill as director 
of financial aid and associate business 
manager. Lansill has a B.A. in economics 
from Bethany College in West Virginia 
and has done graduate work in law at the 
University of Buffalo and the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 

He comes to Princeton from the west 
coast where he was vice president for 
sales and marketing with Western Con- 


tract in San Jose and San Francisco 
from 1982-84. He previously worked in 
management for the James Hill Company 
and the Wholesale Office Company, 
both in California. 

Lansill and his wife, Carol, have three 
children: a daughter who is studying art 
in Florence, Italy; a son who just gradu- 
ated from Northeastern; and a son who 
will move to Princeton with them and 
attend Rider College. 
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Noel Anderson 


In those moments we feel our call to 
ministry is in doubt, it’s always nice to have 
something concrete to temporarily sit upon— 
a cause worth championing—something to 
absorb all the fear, anger, doubt, and misguided 
conviction which precipitate from such 
moments. Issues and causes—concrete sub- 
stitutes for the ethereal calling of the Gospel 
which seems so undependable. 

Name your poison: the Feminist Move- 
ment, the GOP, Gay rights, the New Right, 
the Nuclear Freeze Movement, evangelical 
theology, liberal theology, etc. Involvement 
in any of the above assures us of something 
we can fully grasp in concept and something 
for which many other people will support us 
for committing our emotions to. In any such 
cause or movement there is enough virtue at 
the core to attract us into participation, and it 
is our hunger and thirst for righteousness 
which we intend to sate in our activity, nobly 
enough. The virtue at the core of an issue is 
not the danger; the embellishment of the 
issue is. 

In becoming cause-oriented we risk service 
to substitute “‘gospels.”’ All the enthusiasm 
and conviction with which we were meant to 
proclaim the name of Christ find expression 
instead through the tangible structures of our 
movement. This is not to say that causes in 
general are not worth Christian attention and 
action; on the contrary, the virtue of any 
movement is precisely that point at which the 
Gospel touches it. Let us all merely beware 
of exaggeration. God help anyone who says 
his or her cause is gospel. 

It would be so inspirational to see a well- 
informed, liberal Christian stand up and 
proclaim Jesus Christ with even half the 
conviction she or he might use to express 
disdain for Reaganomics, and likewise for 
the staunch Republicans who waste so much 
energy gagging about Ferraro. There are 
better ways to spend our charisms. 


Our Hat is Off to: 
Erwin Barron for his sacrificial 
leadership in developing the Activi- 


ties Fair and conceiving and pub- 
lishing the “Survival Kit’. This is 
what student government is all 
about. 





We are the pen with which God writes history, 
His Holy Scripture. Our faith, our blood, our joy 
Were the ink of Genesis, the stuff of Revelation. 
In the witness of the prophets were these 
Prophets written, and from the cup of our dross 
Was scrawled the Passion. 


We are the writings of the Great Author, 
His fine work, this eternal endeavor. 


—Nansi Hughes 
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Who Am I 


“Everything good is costly, and the development of the personality is one 
of the most costly of all things.”...R. Wilhelm. I have found that this 
development has cost me my innocence, my illusions, and lastly and most 
shattering, my certainty. I am two people, a public personage and a private 
person. Central to this article and my life is the presupposition that life is by 
nature and of necessity change. AsI enter my third year here at P.T.S., there 
have been a great many changes in my life, alterations and improvements 
which I see as contributing to a better understanding of myself and a new 
appreciation for the vast diversity of others. 

Many of the beliefs, doctrines, and trite answers I once held have either 
been entirely discarded or radically modified. My “‘exclusive’’ Christian 
outlook has rather become more “ Universalist.” I see the word“ Universalist’ 
fundamentally meaning a respect, toleration, and acceptance for all human 
life. I realize that some may find it hard to believe that ““Wayne has 
changed,” but yet I know it in my heart. Perhaps change is not the proper 
word, but rather an uncovering of my true personality and a real mature 
appreciation that all humans have a right to their views and to life itself. 

It has been remarked that “‘all the truly important battles are waged within 
the self’. The changes and new outlooks I have reached thus far in my life 
have come principally from three sources; 1.) clinical training 2.) reading 
and study 3.) the love and patience of intimate friends. The three chaplains 
with whom I have been privileged to work in the last four years in prison and 


Spouse Class Begins 


mental hospital settings have been tremendous facilitators to my growth. 
They have pushed and challenged me to reach my fullest potential. Their 
critical evaluations plus unconditional emotional support gave me the 
courage to risk and venture, both in my inward journey and outwardly in my 
relations with others. The one chaplain, in his mid-fifties, after going through 
five years of psychoanalysis, made this statement which has stayed with me; 
“The most important investment you can make - is in yourself.” 

I am most thankful for my trusted companions and helpers along the way. 
I am not the person today that I was yesterday or two years ago. I know that I 
am on a journey or pilgrimage—and am excited that I'm moving and 
growing. My quest to better know, understand, and accept myself, will 
naturally result in a greater acceptance and understanding of others. To the 
chaplains, inmates, patients, professors and friends, I thank you all for 
opening my eyes and ears, and for sticking by as I struggled with the new 
light and sounds of life around me. 

I trust that to the degree to which I am now able to accept the diversity of 
those around me—you can accept me in my manifold inconsistencies. Who 
am I?— student, hockey player, chaplain, construction worker, son, friend, 
man, Baptist, or Unitarian Universalist, I have been and am all of these 
labels and many more. In the end, I’m a human being, and starting to realize 
that we all have the right to exist and to be accepted. 

by Wayne E. Grasby 





The first meeting of the “Especially 
for Spouses Class” was held on October 
10, 1984 at the Charlotte Newcombe 
Center which is located at the Charlotte 
Rachel Wilson Apartment complex. 
About twenty persons were in atten- 
dance. Dr. David Willis, the Charles 
Hodge Professor of Systematic Theology 
is teaching this fall’s seminar on theology 
and literature. The first session was 
based on The Horse and His Boy by 
C.S. Lewis. 

The class will meet at the Center 
every Wednesday night at 8:00 P.M. 
and each discussion will last about one 
and a half to two hours. There is a fee of 
$5.00. The class hopes to be both general 
enough to interest everyone as well as 
intriguing enough to invite spouses to 
‘explore more deeply the action of God 
in our world.” 

David Milam, an SGA member who 
often acts as advocate for married students 
and off-campus students explained that 
the idea for this group was generated by 
his wife Bonnie who wanted to participate 
in some kind of program like this. 

Milam went on to say that he “talked 
with Suzanne Rudiselle and she said that 
New Brunswick Presbytery had done 
something like this with Dr. Katherine 
Sakenfeld.”” Milam approached Dr. 
Willis and he agreed to conduct the 
seminars. Kay Steddom of the Women’s 


Center has been a driving force behind 
this effort, and the Women’s Center is 
sponsoring this program in cooperation 
with the SGA. 

Dr. Willis stated that the books chosen 
will raise certain theological issues, but 
that the discussion will touch on those 
issues as they arise naturally out of the 
reading and discussion. 

For further information you may call 
Kay Steddom at 683-4575 or David 
Milam at 683-0493. Both Milam and 
Steddom stressed that spouses are urged 
to come and have a good time and maybe 
learn a little too. 

Other books to be discussed in the 
series are: The Heart of the Matter by 
Graham Greene, The Second Coming 
by Walker Percy and My Antonia by 
Willa Cather. 
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Barthian Scholar 
to Speak 


Arthur C. Cochrane, Professor of 
Systematic Theology, Emeritus, Univer- 
sity of Dubuque Theological Seminary 
and world-renowned Barthian scholar, 
has been invited to deliver an addres on 
the Declaration of Barmen, one of two 
“Historic Documents” being celebrated 
at the Seminary on October 22, 1984. 
The other document, “The Letter to the 
Presbyterians,”’ will be the subject of an 
address by Dr. Edward Dowey, PTS 
Professor of the History of Christian 
Doctrine. 

Following Cochrane’s address there 
will be a panel discussion led by Dr. 
Karlfried Froehlich, PTS Professor of 
Ecclesiastical History and Dr. Rolf 
Ahlers, Professor of Religion at Russell 
Sage College. There will also be a panel 
discussion following Dowey’s presen- 
tation. 

Dr. Cochrane has written extensively, 
and among his major works are The 
Church and War, Karl Barth’s Church 
Dogmatics, The Existentialists and 
God, The Church’s Confession Under 
Hitler. Cochrane has taught in several 
theological institutions including Pitts- 
burgh Theological Seminary, Yale Di- 
vinity School and Wartburg Lutheran 
Seminary. He has served on numerous 
boards and committees both in this 
country and in Canada. He served as 
President of the Karl Barth Society of 
North America— 1974-75. 

Dr. Cochrane will speak at 10:00 
A.M. The panel led by Dr. Froehlich 
will commence at 11:00 A.M. There will 
be anoon chapel service followed by Dr. 
Dowey’s address at 1:30 P.M. 


Pew Books 


TBA 
Suffer The Children..... 


Two unhappy realities of our day are the abduc- 
tion and the sexual abuse of children. Students and 
parents may want to know of books aimed at 
teaching children to protect themselves against 
such assaults. The following are meant to be read 
by or with the child; explicit anatomical language 
is not used. 


Freeman, L., It’s My Body. (Parenting Press, 
1982) 24 pp. paper $3.00 (TBA $2.70). Very 
simple message for preschool children: that they 
have a right to refuse any “touching” that makes 
them feel uncomfortable. A brief foreword offers 
parents suggestions for using the book. 


Dayee, F.S., Private Zone. (Chas. Franklin, 1982) 
unpaged; paper $3.00 ($2.70). For preschool and 
primary grade children; well written with message 
similar to the above. Reassures child that “it’s all 
right to tell’ parents or others about incidents. 
Appendix offers guidance for parents, lists other 
relevant publications. 


Wachter, O., No More Secrets for Me. (Little, 
Brown, 1983) 46 pp. paper $4.95 ($4.45). For 
older children, four short stories of believable 
situations—insensitivity or unwanted sexual ad- 
vances from a trusted adult—in which telling a 
parent, teacher, or counsellor turns out to be, while 
not the whole solution, at least the right first step. 
In each case there is a sense that the child has 
triumphed and grown in a critical situation. 


Meyer, L.D., Safety Zone. (Chas. Franklin, 1984) 
18 pp. + appendix; paper $3.00 ($2.70). How to 
avoid abduction by strangers or estranged parents. 
“Yell NO and run”; whom to go to for help. A bit 
awkwardly written, but good for reading-with. 
Includes suggestions and resources for parents. 


THEOLOGICAL 


By 
mie BOOK 
J Shh)... AGENCY 


proudly announces the publication of 


ESSAYS ON KOREAN HERITAGE 
AND CHRISTIANITY 


edited by 


Sang Hyun Lee 
Assistant Professor of Theology at PTS 





SPEER LIBRARY 
prepared by Kate Skrebutenas 


The Evangelical Tradition in America. Leonard 
I. Sweet, editor. Macon: Mercer University Press, 
1984 318 pages. 

Most of the essays in this volume were delivered at 
the “Finney Festival,” an historical conference on 
American Evangelicalism held at Colgate Rochester 
Divinity School in 1981 and commemorating the 
sesquicentennial of Charles G. Finney’s 1930-31 
Rochester Revival. Included is a piece by Princeton 
University’s Al Raboteau. 


Fiorenza, Francis Schiissler. Foundational Theo- 
logy. NY: Crossroad, 1984 326 pages. 

With this volume, Fiorenza seeks to define and 
analyze the nature of foundational theology. What 
is foundational theology? “[ Foundational theology] 
entails a reconstructive interpretation of the inter- 
twining of Christian vision and social praxis.” 
Read and learn more! 


Gorday, Peter. Principles of Patristic Exegesis. 
NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 1983 401 pages. 
More than just examining the history of the inter- 
pretation of the Bible, Gorday offers a study on the 
patristic exegesis of Romans with the intention of 
“setting behind the Reformation-era interpretation 
of Paul wherein ‘justification’ becomes the center 
of gravity in explaining every aspect of the Apostle’s 
thought.” 


Granberg-Michaelson, Wesley. A Worldly Spiri- 
tuality. NY: Harper and Row, 1984 210 pages. 
In this book Granberg-Michaelson examines the 
various stages of the Creation in an effort to 
discover humanity’s proper and responsible role in 
God’s creation. He suggests that the notion of 
Christian stewardship be enlarged to include 
stewardship of the entire universe. 


Martin, Malachi. Rich church, poor church. NY: 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1984 253 pages. 
According to Malachi Martin, very little attention 
has been paid to the relationship between the 
Catholic Church and its finances. In this book he 
identifies that relationship and its flaws, and goes 
on to suggest restructuring guidelines for the Church. 
Martin’s writing style is both informative and 
conversational. 


Milo, Ronald D. Jmmorality. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1984 273 pages. 

The primary aim of this book is to make clear the 
nature and variety of immoral behavior. In addition, 
it attempts to criticize certain contemporary ac- 
counts of the nature of moral beliefs and judgments. 


Volpe, E. Peter. Patient in the Womb. Macon: 
Mercer University Press, 1984 157 pages. 
This book is written for the general reader who is 
trained neither in medicine nor genetics, but who is 
concerned with the moral, social, and legal 
problems of prenatal diagnosis. 
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Migliore Speaks 


The opening of Holy Communion at 
Princeton Theological Seminary was 
held on Monday, September 24, at 11:00 
a.m. in Miller Chapel. Daniel L. Migliore, 
professor of systematic theology at the 
Seminary, delivered the sermon, “‘The 
Open Banquet.” In part he said: 


“Eating and drinking are far more than events by 
which our physical needs are provisionally satisfied. 
They are distinctively human events; they are 
events of friendship and estrangement, of grace 
and ingratitude, of fear and joy.” 

**There is a hidden theological dimension in all 
our eating and drinking. In our meals together we 
signal what humanity we are becoming and what 
God we worship.” 

“In Jesus’ parable of the great banquet his own 
singular and scandalous habits of eating and drinking 
are enshrined. So understood, this parable discloses 
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the sinful distortion of and redemptive promise for 
all of our eating and drinking.” 

“In a time of rampant chauvinism and of religion 
used to assure ourselves of our essential goodness 
and of the inherent wickedness of those we call 
enemies, who will respond to the voice of the host 
of the great banquet: ““Come, for all is now ready”? 
Should we be surprised that now, as then, the poor, 
the lame, the blind, the outcast will come silently, 
gladly, while so many others, also invited, tender 
their excuses? Not because the poor are better, 
more worthy, more God-like, but simply because 
they are so hungry, and they have been invited by a 
generous host.” 

‘There is a call to repentance in this parable, a 
shattering of our everyday world of eating and 
drinking, a great reversal of our genteel table 
protocol.” 

“In the presence of Jesus the very ordinary 
event of eating and drinking becomes something 
quite extraordinary: the beginning of an open 
community, the beginning of a friendship in suffering 
and hope with those who are poor and despised, 
the beginning of God’s new, inclusive, festive 
humanity.” 
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Faculty Motes 


Richard Stoll Armstrong, D. Min.—Ralph B. 
and Helen S. Ashenfelter Professor of Ministry 
and Evangelism. Taught in Institute of Theology, 
Princeton Seminary and the Summer School of the 
Atlantic School of Theology in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia in July. New book, The Pastor as Evange- 
list, to be published in October, 1984 by West- 
minster Press. 





James Hamilton Charlesworth, Ph.D.—George 
L. Collord Professor of New Testament Language 
and Literature. Received 1984 Biblical Archeo- 
logical Society Publication Award for “‘Best Book 
on the Old Testament”, The Old Testament 
Pseudepigraphia: Volume I, Apocalyptic Litera- 
ture and Testaments. 


Classified Advertising 
Do you have something to sell? Do 
you perform a service like typing 


or childcare? You can advertise in 
Sitz im Leben. Rate is cheap. 8 
lines—$2.00. 





The Junior Class... What is it? 






junior,” 





by Lori Patton 


Those of us who can proudly proclaim, “‘I am not a 
may be wondering about all those unfamiliar faces 
we have been seeing around campus this fall. Or, if you are a 
junior, you may be asking yourself, 
myself into?” We have acquired a few statistics which, 
though they cannot give a complete picture, should provide a 
few hints as to the general make-up of this varied group. 
Secret sources (well, not really) have revealed that there 
are 158 juniors this year, 147 of whom are in the M.Div. 


‘‘What have I gotten 


program and 11 in the M.A. program. Once again, women 


make up about 1/3 of the junior class, 55 out of 158 (women 
were 61 out of 162 last year). In the M.Div. program, men 


outnumber women 100-47 (compared with 98-47 last year), 





but are outnumbered 8-3 in the M.A. program (14-3 last 
! year). Minority students make up approximately 11% of the 
| M.Div. junior class, with 8 Black students, 3 Hispanic, and 5 
| of Asian background. The M.A.’s include 1 Black, 1 Asian, 
| and 1 international student. 

A wide variety is also represented in the age range of the 
M.Div. juniors. Of the 147, 36 are 22 or younger, 56 are 23- 
25, 29 are 26-30, 21 are 31-40 and 5 are over 40. 

The junior class as a whole comes from 25 states and 25 
denominations, with 107 Presbyterian students (unfortu- 
nately, the figures for other denominations have not so far 
become available). 

Please note: The above information was obtained through 
a very circuitous and hazardous route (involving several 
disaffected agents of Interpole, a numbered Swiss bank 
account, and a post office box in Newark— but that is another 


story), and Sitz im Leben assumes no responsibility for lacks 





or oversights. 
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Plowshare: 
Cultivating new voters 
by Elisa Diller 


During the first two weeks of classes a 
voter registration drive was conducted 
by Plowshare, a seminary group inter- 
ested in peace and justice issues. The 
registration drive, a bipartisan effort, 
registered over 60 voters during the first 
week of the drive. Kevin Wansor of 
Plowshare stated the goal of the drive 
was to register as many new voters as 
possible. The group urged students to 
vote by absentee ballot in their own 
states if students did not want to change 
their place of residence. Registration 
activities took place at the Campus 
Center, the Activities Fair, and at CRW. 
The registration drive ended October 5. 


Come toa bank 
that values your time 
as much 
as your money. 
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CROP — A Walk for the Hungry 


On October 21 at 1:30 P.M., in 
Princeton, you have an opportunity to 
take part in an event with worldwide 
implications. You have the chance to 
bring nourishment, comfort and hope to 
people whose very lives now hang in the 
balance. 

It’s called a Walk for the Hungry, and 
there is a way for everyone to take part. 
You can either walk 10 kilometers or be 
a sponsor. Your support can help stop 
hunger. 

CROP is the name given to local 
community hunger education and fund- 
raising events sponsored by Church 
World Service; an international relief, 
development, and refugee resettlement 
agency. The agency consists of more 
than 30 Protestant and Orthodox com- 
munions in the U.S. 


More than three decades of experience 
in feeding the hungry, healing the afflicted, 
and sheltering the homeless have under- 
scored the problems. The goals of Church 
World Service development projects are 
to help people create for themselves a 
better quality of life, marked by sustain- 
ability and balanced sharing in benefits 
and burdens. 

You can help by learning about the 
real causes of hunger: economic, social, 
political, ecological, and demographic. 
Consider how your lifestyle differs from 
and affects that of others. Take part in 
CROP events and pledge your help, 
financially and in prayer. 

If you are interested in supporting the 
CROP Walk, or have questions, contact 
Suzanne Brooks (921-1186) or Joyce 
Jacobson (921-3702). 
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As part of the new Asian-American 
Theology program directed by Dr. Sang 
Hyun Lee a conference on Asian- 
American Experience was held on Octo- 
ber 22-23. The focus of the conference 
was on“ The history of the Japanese and 
Chinese immigrants and their churches 
and their implications for the future of 
the Asian-American Church.” 

Elaborating Dr. Lee stated that the 
purpose of the conference was “‘to reflect 
especially upon the experiences of the 
Chinese and Japanese immigrants and 
their children, and to think about what 
the lessons are for the future. As you 
know, the Chinese and Japanese were 
in this country in large numbers long 
before Korean immigrants. I thought we 
should listen to their stories as we try to 
chart the future of the Asian-American 
Churches in general. 

“Our own professor Choon Leong 
Seow gave a very good Bible study on the 
Wandering Aramean. He pointed out 
that the term wandering has a meaning of 
perishing. 

‘Tn that passage the Children of Israel 
were looking back to the hardships of the 
first-generation immigrants, but are re- 
membering that God still saw them 
through those hardships, and are really 
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thanking God for showing his grace 
when their fathers were in the wilderness. 
“One thing that came out of the con- 
ference was the story of the hardships 
that the early Chinese and Japanese 
immigrants had, partly because of the 
resistance to oriental immigration. These 
hardships of the early immigrants are 
important for the more recent immigrants 
to remember. Times have changed. The 
immigration laws used to be loaded 
against the orientals. It’s not that way 
‘“‘Another thing that came out of the 
conference was that while first-generation 
immigrants had it hard, second-generation 
immigrants had an identity problem. 
There is a need for first-generation im- 
migrant churches to provide a ““home”’ 
for the second-generation immigrants. 
‘*Peter Suzuki, an M. Div. Senior, was 
estatic. He said that he felt very much 
isolated. He felt it was so great that all 
these other Asian faces were here. I 
think that another good thing was that 
different Asian groups got together. We 
had over ten Japanese American pastors 
and we had a few Korean pastors. We 
had one Japanese pastor and we had a 
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Conference on Asian Experiences a Big Success 


few Japanese students. We had a dozen 
Chinese pastors. ? 

‘This conference was very significant 
because we many different’ Asians 
gathered together talking about our 
common concerns. Another significant 
thing that came out of this conference 
was our discovery that although there is 
some difference in our backgrounds we 
still share many common problems and 
concerns, such as the gap between first- 
and second-generation mentalities. 

‘*This conference was one of the first 
things that we have done in this new 
Asian American Theology and Ministry 
Program and I felt it was important that 
we bring the Asians of all different 
nationalities together. Iam Korean andI 
feel it is very important for Korean 
immigrants to listen to these stories of 
earlier Chinese and Japanese immigrants 
and to learn what we can from them. I 
feel that a very significant start was 
made both for those who attended and 
Princeton Seminary. We will plan another 
conference of a similar kind very soon 
perhaps the latter part of this year or next 
year.” 


Fall Fund Drive 


Mark S. Southard, chairperson of the 
Stewardship Committee of PTS has an- 
nounced that November 12-16 will be 
Stewardship Emphasis Week. It is during 
this week that students are asked to 
pledge their gift to the various organiza- 
tions and causes that have been selected 
as this years recipients. Chapel services 
during this week will celebrate steward- 
ship. To assist students in participating 
in the Fall Fund Drive a representative 
of the Stewardship Committee will visit 
students in their residence to answer any 
questions they may have. Pledge Cards 


should be returned by November 1 8th. 

The Annual Fund Drive has been an 
effective means of supporting ministry 
around the world for over twenty years. 
In 1964 the drive supported refugee 
relief in the war in Angola, a tutorial 
project in Trenton, and an anonymous 
Lame person in Princeton. In 1974 
funds were given to the International 
Students Scholarship Fund, Princeton 
Street Ministry. Mercer County Prison 
Services Committee and sought relief 
for West Africa. 
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The Beast Within Us 


On every side we are constantly reminded of our creaturehood. We go to great 
lengths to suppress our creatureliness. For example, we use literally thousands of 
products to remove any trace of animal odor, to eliminate signs of aging and change our 
natural features. But this is only a thin cosmetic coating which we call civilization. 
William Golding, in his classic book Lord of the Flies, shows just how thin that coating 
of civilization is that hides the beast within us! 

Golding did not have to go far away to some desert island in an exotic ocean to 
portray the beast within us. He might just as well have made his point by describing the 
beastly rage in many American homes set along tree-lined streets like little ticky-tacky 
boxes surrounded by golf courses and swimming pools. Here dignified bankers in three- 
piece suits with the Wall Street Journal tucked under their arms, bash their wives. Here 
social workers, teachers, doctors, and yes, even ministers, create environments of fear 
and terror. Domestic violence exists in all social stratas, neighborhoods and racial and 
ethnic groups. Only those who are uninformed regarding the scale of domestic violence 
will feel that such claims are exagerated. As in the area of incest and other forms of child 
abuse, the myth has long prevailed that battered women only exist in the homes of the 
poor, the uneducated and underprivileged, the alcoholic and the criminal and the 
insane. 

For too long the courts have looked the other way and have treated violence within 
the home as non-criminal. Ironically, we have allowed violence against a lover that we 
would never allow against a stranger or even a burgalar or arobber. Police departments 
are not allowed to beat suspects, but husbands have been allowed to beat their wives. 

There is little doubt that this dichotomy and injustice arise out of a legal system that 
until recently has treated women as chattel, as private property. The legal system has 
honored that adage that “‘A mans home is his castle.”’ Everyone knows that no castle is 
complete without its dungeon and torture chambers. If you think that is a rhetorical 
statement, then you need to look at pictures of battered women so badly beaten that 
they are not recognizable. 

Females are the most abused group in our society. Females from the day of birth to 
the day of death are raped, beaten, molested and murdered. 

So what is to be done? First we must insist by appropriate legislation that violence 
within the home be treated as acriminal act. We must not condone violence in the home 
that we punish outside the home. We must protect the victims by funding shelters and 
counseling programs such as Womanspace. We must use the power of the courts 
therapeutically, to order counseling. I suggest that we establish a national spouse abuse 
registry just as many states have established child abuse registries, so that courts and 
social agencies can have a full picture of the offender's history of abuse. For offenders 
who are truly remorseful and/or sick we can offer deferred sentencing programs in 
which the offender will undergo treatment before being allowed to return to the home. 

Women need to assert that they will not stay and be victims. One beating is one 
beating too many. We need to destroy that myth, that “‘He beats me because he loves 
me.” It is not true that it is better to be battered than ignored. Some of the problem may 
arise out the treatment of women as “‘little girls” instead of adults. In this relationship, 
domestic violence takes on the guise of “corporal punishment.” 

Finally we must dismiss the idea that this is not a problem that we have here at 
Princeton Seminary. There can be no doubt that some women here within the citadel of 
the faith are being beaten and abused! The stress of study, financial deprivation, are 
well understood generators of abuse. Even if it has not happened yet, you may be feeling 
some anger and frustration. Do something about it now before the person you love most 
in this world gets hurt. Womanspace will help you, or find help for you. It takes 
manhood to seek help. 

In the final essence we must submit our will to Jesus Christ. He can and will quell the 
beast within us all. 


Stowell V. Kessler 





November 16, 1984 


Oppression 


The oppression of people occurs in 
many ways. We are all aware of eco- 
nomic and political oppression in many 
parts of the world, not to mention our 
own country. I would like to bring the 
picture still closer to home. 

What about the oppressive acts of 
students? How often do we see each 
other acting in ways that bring burdens 
upon others? A piece of paper thrown at 
a trash can that misses is no big deal, 
someone will pick it up. Tracking mud or 
leaves inside is all right; after all, we’re 
paying to live here. Moving furniture 
around in the buildings without putting 
it back in its proper place is convenient, 
or at the least amusing. And noise!! 
Well, anyone forbid that I be oppressed 
by respecting the rights of others. I heard 
it said one time that one person’s rights 
stops where another person’s begin. 

But what do I know? Why don’t I 
speak to and work at improving myself? 
EXACTLY. Max Culler 





Faculty Motes 


Cullen Story, Ph.D. An article in the current issue 
of The Evangelical Quarterly, ‘“The Christology 
of Ignatius of Antioch. Led a retreat with the 
United Methodist Church of Princeton on Bible 
Study in the Main Lounge of Mackay Center. 


Ronald C. White, Jr., Ph.D. Director of the Center 
of Continuing Education. Participation as staff 
person and delegate to the Catholic-Presbyterian/ 
Reformed Consultation, Charleston, S.C., October 
17-19, 1984. In Round 4 of a consultation that 
began after Vatican II, the topic is “Church, State 
and Kingdom.” A particular focus is the Bishops’ 
Pastoral Letter on peace and the comparable 
Presbyterian/Reformed statements. The Rauschen- 
busch Memorial Lectures will be given on Decem- 
ber 5-7, 1984, at Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School-Bexley Hall Crozer Theological Seminary. 
The topic will be: The Dawn’s Early Light: The 
Social Gospel and Racial Reform.”’ 


Mercer County Women’s Center 
of Womanspace, Inc. 
P.O. Box 7070 
Trenton, New Jersey 08628 
(609) 394-9000 
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Domestic Violence 


With the showing of ““The Burning 
Bed” on NBC, there is a growing aware- 
ness of, and concern for, domestic vio- 
lence. One response to the crisis has 
been an increase in the number of safe 
shelters for women and their children 
who seek refuge from the abuse. 

At the Mercer County Women’s Shelter 
the staff does extensive paperwork and 
documentation on each woman’s painful 
situation. On the intake form the staff 
worker summarizes the woman’s infor- 
mation in a simple three step formula, 
entitled the ‘‘what’’, the ““so what’, and 
the “now what’. Below I use this formula 
to clarify this burning issue and to con- 
front the facts of domestic violence. 

The What: Domestic violence occurs 
among the wealthy, the educated, and 
the privileged as often as among the 
poor and disadvantaged. At least 1.8 
million American women are severely 


Barbara J. Price 


beaten in their own homes every year. 
25% of suicide attempts by women are 
the result of battering. And, according to 
the FBI, 40% of female homicide victims 
are killed by family members or boy- 
friends. Many of the statistics cited here 
are believed to be substantially under- 
reported. Nonetheless, domestic violence 
is still the leading cause of death among 
American women. 

The So What: No person ever deserves 
to be beaten. There are 1.8 million 
women who are beaten every year in the 
United States. If you take away all the 
fuzziness and feminism that surrounds 
this issue, we’ re left with this simple fact. 
But a statistic is only a number until we 
attach it to a face. When you attach the 
face of your sister or your mom on your 
daughter to that number, the problem 
becomes very personal indeed. 

The Now What: While not all of us 


focus our attention solely on the issue of 
domestic violence, I urge you to attend 
to the basics: 

1) Know that the problem exists. 2) 
Realize that statistically it is happening 
or will happen to someone you know. 3) 
Gather information to educate yourself 
and your congregation. 4) Work to enable 
women to be strong, whole individuals, 
and full, equal partners in relationships. 
5) Preach on peace in your congrega- 
tions, remembering that world peace 
begins in the home. 

While there is much to be done, we 
will be acting responsibly when we attend 
to at least this much. Should you desire 
to have someone speak to a group or 
committee, or if you want further in- 
formation, contact Barbara Price 921- 
6569, or Bernie Hodgedon at the Mercer 
County Women’s Shelter at 394-9000. 





From the Womens Center 


One afternoon this summer I walked 
into the Women’s Center and found 
written on the blackboard, “‘How quaint 
that Princeton Seminary still needs a 
Women’s Center.” 

“How quaint” the sign said. This was 
not angry graffiti, it was a reasonable- 
sounding statement of opinion. It must 
have seemed self-evident to the person 
who wrote these words that the need for 
a Women’s Center, that is, the need for a 
place where women gather to consider 
their concerns and needs collectively, is 
passé. After all, doesn’t Princeton Semi- 
nary accept women students? And don’t 
these students in fact get jobs? And 
aren't we all forced to use inclusive 
language here? ‘““What more do they 
want?” 

Two weeks ago I entered the Women’s 
Center again, and found tacked to the 
bulletin board the centerfold from a 
recent Playboy magazine. A week later 
we found more of the same in drawers, 
inside lampshades and under couches in 
the Women’s Center. 

“How quaint,” I thought. 


The really interesting thing about my 
discovery has been the response of other 
students. 

Most have said, “It must have been 
someone from the university.”’ After all, 
they say, this is a seminary. (It strikes 
me as odd that we can recognize “‘total 
depravity” for the world in general, but 
not for ourselves in particular.) 

Others have told me not to waste my 
energy being angry over the “‘gesture.”’ 
After all, they say, it was probably the 
work of one or a few immature students. 
“Don’t let them know you are angry,” 
[ve been told, “it's only what they 
want.” There are two underlying currents 
in this advice. One is, ““Do anything— 
but don’t sound like a feminist.”’ The 
other is, ““People who do these sorts of 
things are children.” The problem is that 
children cannot be held responsible for 
their actions, and I don’t think this 
should be the case. By age 21, it is a 
decision to act “immaturely.” 

It is true that blatant actions like the 
placement of pornography in the Women’s 
Center are rare at Princeton. Rare, but 


not unheard of, if you begin to collect the 
stories. Most of the time, we at Princeton 
are “polite,” if nothing else. It then 
becomes the task of student organizations 
to expose the subtler forms of sexism or 
racism on campus. 

The decision was made to let the 
seminary community know about the 
recent decorations in the Women’s 
Center, not because the actions them- 
selves were so outrageous, but because 
events like this can provide us with the 
opportunity to reflect on life in general at 
Princeton Seminary. 

Pornography or vandalism can be 
addressed publicly; private opinions are 
more difficult to determine and therefore 
more difficult to challenge. The way I 
see it, Princeton Seminary will need a 
Women’s Center for a long time to 
come—not so much to express outrage 
at events like this, but to bring to light the 
subtler forms of sexism which we as a 
community seem often all too blind to 
see. 


Taryn Hillary 


Page Four 


Sitz im Leben 


November 16, 1984 

























It is the time for Sunbi to speak. They 
left their beloved synagogues and went 


opportunity for Korean students. 


The Return of Sunbi 


by Heup Young Kim 
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Images of the Church in the New Nicaragua 


Andrew Wallace 


It was a Thursday afternoon and I 
wandered over to the Iglesia El Riguero, 
a well-known Catholic church in the 
eastern side of Managua. El Riguero 
was famous because in 1979 the com 
munity found in its building a center for 
organizing the resistance, and in the 
parish priest a willing advocate of social 
change. The church was crowded when I 
entered since Fr. Uriel Molina’s 20th 
ordination anniversary was being cele- 


brated. This modernistic looking church 
had eight sides, and in the inside on each 
wall was a recently painted mural, an 
example of post-revolutionary art. Some 
of the traditional Catholic hagiographic 
scenes were there, but also some rather 
different images were present; for ex- 
ample, and most unforgettable, a painting 
of Sandinista soldiers advancing toward 
combat with flags waving and angels 
flying protectively overhead. Most pro- 


minent, however, were the pictures of 
people working together building the 
infrastructure for a new society. I soon 
discovered that the adornments on the 
wall corresponded well with the tone of 
the church liturgy. The congregation 
soon broke out into a verse of Vos sos el 
Dios de los Pobres, (You are the God of 
the poor), which roughly translated 
is as follows: 
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You are the God of the poor 

the God who is human and simple, 
the God who sweats in the streets, 
the God whose body is weary. 

That is the reason why I speak to you, 
the way I speak to my people, 
because you re the God of the worker, 
the carpenter of Nazareth. 


People sang this song with much spirit, 
and I soon recognized it to be the 
Nicaraguan favorite. This special mass 
had a decidedly political tinge throughout. 
Occasional chants were exchanged 
antiphonally between speakers and con- 
gregation. “Entre Cristianismo y revolu- 
cion’’ (Between Christianity and revolu- 
tion.), would say the priest, “No hay 
contradiccion (There is no contradiction. ) 
would be the audience reply. Another 
favorite was “Con Cristo y con Sandino” 
(With Christ and with Sandino), 
‘“Hagamos nuestro camino’ (Let us 
build our way). 

During the mass there was a time for 
testimony. Many people spoke, making 
reference to the counterrevolutionaries 
who were spreading lies about the fall of 
the government. Church members must 
not naively believe what was being said 
on the streets, they warned. Father 
Molina’s sermon was similarly cautionary. 
There were many hardships to be suffered 
in the new Nicaragua, but the church 
must continue to plod through this post- 
exilic scene. His sermon was loaded 
with allusions to an old concept in Latin 
American revolutionary thinking, the 
creation of a new human being, “el 
hombre nuevo Latinoamericano’. The 
goal is to foster a society in which people 
are so integrated into the community 
that they act in order to benefit the 
whole, not merely their own selfish in- 
terests, said Fr. Molina. The eucharist 
was finally served to the large crowd, ina 
highly charged emotional moment. One 
by one parish members stepped forward, 
international visitors, Protestants, all in 
an act of Christian solidarity with the 
people of El Riguero. 


It was an early weekday morning, and 
CEPAD, the Protestant ecumenical 
body which had been so kind in helping 
to organize my stay in Nicaragua, was 
sending some of its team to a theological 
expansion program in Matagalpa, a 
town three hours away from Managua. I 
have had a running interest in Latin 


American theological education so this 
visit promised to be rewarding. The 
students were of two types. Some were 
pastors who already had some high 
school education and others were rural 
lay preachers who worked in churches 
and farmed on the side. The more ad- 
vanced group would be receiving classes 
in sociology and homiletics in that 
morning. The sociology class was taught 
by a young Christian university student. 
The text that was being used was the 
Communist Manifesto. The class took 
place in a nice dialogical fashion. The 
pastors were interested in the Manifesto 
but they were skeptical about its content. 
It was only when the teacher was able to 
draw a concrete illustration from the 
revolution that the ideas hit home. My 
feelings about what was going on were 
mixed at the moment. One the one hand, 
I could see the value for any pastor to be 
able to reflect analytically on society, but 
I was not so sure that the Manifesto was 
the ideal starting point for such reflection. 
It is a theoretical work, somewhat propa- 
gandistic, and not always applicable to 
Latin American reality. I asked the 
teacher about this after class. She told 
me that they too were concerned about 
the use of theoretical Marxist materials 
but that until Nicaraguans were able to 
write their own sociological texts there 
would be no choice but to use what was 
available. It was enlightening to know 
that educators in theological centers 
throughout Central America were working 
steadily to produce works of an inter- 
disciplinary nature that would be fitting 
for the context. 


During the second hour I attended the 
class of the farmer/layworkers. The 
teacher did not show on that morning so 
the supervisor asked me to share some 
thoughts with the class. I gulped twice at 
the suggestion. I rapidly searched my 
memory bank trying to locate anything 
that Princeton might have taught me 
that would be useful in this situation. 1 
finally decided to make the class into a 
free for all question and answer period. 
This proved to be the right approach for 
the questions proved to be quite revealing. 
The students asked me to relate the Bible 
to specific social questions such as land 
redistribution. They also wanted my 
opinion on the question of their own 
political involvement in the Sandinista 
party. Finally, they asked me whether or 
not it was true that some American 


Christians were praying that the revolu- 
tion might fail. 1 was somewhat amazed 
by these queries because I had never 
seen Protestants thinking in these terms 
before in Latin America. The fact that 
these layworkers had gone past the level 
of Biblical literalism and had overcome 
the temptation of over-spiritualizing the 
Gospel revealed a great deal of reflection. 
These people had seemingly overcome 
decades of conservative Protestant 
teachings in less than five years. I am 
sure that the extension program had 
helped, but I guess that reality itself had 
brought the socio-economic issues to the 
forefront. I left the extension center 
wishing to go back and do a little bit more 
theologizing on some later date. 


A great deal is made today in the press 
over the split in the Nicaraguan church. 
The division and friction is undeniable. 
In the Catholic church the problem in- 
volves an ecclesiastical powerplay be- 
tween the bishops and the lower clergy 
on the one hand, and between the bishops 
and the government on the other. The 
lower clergy along with the base com- 
munities, and the Catholic orders support 
the revolution fully. The bishops consider 
this stance to represent a challenge to 
their authority. They are losing control 
that they once exerted in government 
circles and over the minds of the faithful. 
They argue with some justification, but 
also with a great deal of hypocrisy, that 
the Sandinistas use religion to their 
political advantage. It is true that there 
are an abundance of cliches in the new 
Nicaragua and that governmental 
speeches are sometimes loaded with 
Biblical imagery. But this argument 
ignores the central issue which is that 
almost all Christians participated in the 
revolution in 1979 because the Gospel 
compelled them to do so and they con- 
tinue to support the revolution because 
they are attempting to integrate Christ’s 
teachings with political reality. The 
bishops find themselves being challenged 
by Christians in their interpretation of 
events and so it is logical that they feel 
threatened. But then the question must 
be asked, where is the church represented 
in this situation, with the bishops or with 
the large body of Christian believers who 
disagree with them? 

The Protestants exhibit similar divi- 
sions among their members. While the 

(con't on p. 8) 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


The Closed Mind Controversy 


The topic which I seek to address today is 
simple, yet complex. This article is prompted by 
various reports and statements by both student 
body and faculty. The subject concerns our open- 
mindedness as human beings. When I returned to 
P.T.S. this fall, there were “stories” circulating 
that this Seminary had denied admission to a 
student on the basis of his Unitarian Universalist 
faith. Apparently the Admissions Committee had 
granted this student admission; however, allegedly 
Dr. Gillespie strongly ““recommended”’ that the 
Admissions Committee reconsider their decision 
to admit this student. In reviewing, it then refused 
the student admission. 

This apparently insignificant incident raises 
many “‘thorny” issues for all of us involved in the 
community of P.T.S. (1.) Are there in fact certain 
criteria for admission to this seminary? (2.) Are 
Admissions Committee decisions subject to arbi- 
trary “vetoing” by Dr. Gillespie? (3.) What is the 
purpose of the Seminary? (4.) Finally, are we truly 
as tolerant and accepting as we profess to be, and 
do we truly take seriously the statement about 
“wanting to dialogue” with others? 

I address these questions to two parties; Dr. 
Gillespie and the entire population here at P.T.S. I 
believe that this incident is in fact ““everybody’s 
business.”!! For we are all a part of the continent 
and administrative decisions ultimately affect us 
all! This whole decision prompts me to ask “‘ what 
the hell is going on?” If, in fact, this student was 
turned down solely on the basis of his Unitarian 
Universalist faith, I for one have great problems 


Did you ever sit in class and lose your 
concentration—I mean, totally lose it? 
Well one day recently, I was sitting in a 
Greek class, and my mind started 
wandering. 

Go with me, will you? 

Here I am, sitting in class with my 
notebook before me, with my fancy new 
pen in hand, just recently purchased to 
boost my morale. My mental meandering 
begins with my imagining an article in 
some sort of campus publication, but, as 
dreams will do, the imaginary news item 
soon turns into more diffuse and un- 
organized thoughts... 


I am concerned about sickness—the sickness 
which strikes deeply and imperceptibly. 

There is a sickness of no small proportions on 
the seminary campus today—a deep sickness. Iam 
speaking of word-processing mania. This plethora 
of personal computer madness is quietly but op- 
pressively, slowly but confidently, destroying the 
sensibilities of even the most anti-technological 
students and professors. The most staunchly austere 
budgets are yielded to the disease in unprecedented 
numbers. 


with the decision made. It raises the question, what 
is the criterion for granting admission? It is simply 
the verbal or written confession that “‘I believe in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and in the 
Trinity.”’ Does this formula somehow magically 
make everything all right?!! Do we consider the 
applicants moral, ethical and academic qualifica- 
tions? As you can see this begins to be a very 
complex question. I for one, and I feel the entire 
student body and faculty as well, would like very 
much to see Dr. Gillespie address this question. 

I have been told by both faculty and administra- 
tion that there have been Unitarian Universalists 
admitted to this school under the McCord and 
Mackay administrations. Most certainly the 
leadership of Dr. McCord and Dr. Mackay cele- 
brated the spirit of ecumenism and openness. Most 
recently, have we not remembered Dr. Mackay’s 
“Letter to Presbyterians” condemning the ‘‘ witch- 
hunting” and persecution that occurred during the 
1950’s? Are we now, in fact, turning in upon 
ourselves? Do we in fact have something to “fear” 
by allowing a student admission who has a different 
religion perspective? 

As asoon to be graduate, alumnus, and possible 
future contributor to this seminary, this recent 
decision of exclusion raises ““many hairs on my 
back.” Is it in fact the sole purpose of the Seminary 
to “train ministers of the Christian Gospel?” It has 
been remarked that we train mice and rats, and we 
educate scholars and human beings! 

Robert Alley writes that “The single most 
disturbing element in the Christian heritage is the 


(Untitled) 


I sold no less than my soul to have one of these in 
my possession. I dream at night of someday... 


Oh, no. 8:30 a.m. I haven’t heard a 
word the lecturer has said in the past 10 
minutes. Daydreaming again! Total 
depravity, that’s what this is. Geez. 

Oh, Lord—how could you make some- 
one whose daydreaming, and night- 
dreaming, is so persistent? Don’t you 
agree, Lord, that my productivity is 
more important than my mental side- 
tracking? You didn’t send me to Princeton 
to fail, did you? Oh, Lord, be thou my 
strength! Make my study time more 
efficient. Don’t forsake me, Lord. Save 
me from the valley of the shadow of 
academic failure. Knoweth you not the 
importance of Greek and Biblical exe- 
gesis? Yet my mind— whilst it should be 
focused on your work, instead it floweth 
over with extraneous thoughts. Create in 
me a clean mind, oh Lord! 

Oh, Lord. My oh my. I’ve dreamed of 
computer files and ‘‘Wordstar’ com- 


claim to exclusive possession of divine truth.’’ Dr. 
Edward Frost of the local Unitarian Church in 
Princeton comments; ““Any system which claims 
absolute truth is a closed system. And religions 
historically have been closed systems—the nature 
of things enclosed and tied within the belief and the 
authority of the religious institution. John Calvin, 
himself a Reformer would brook no disagreement 
with his theology and no questioning of his authority. 
He had Michael Servetus burned at the stake for 
what he, Calvin, believed to be the heresy of 
Unitarian thought.”’ Has this student been denied 
admission because he or she possibly disagrees 
with and questions the theory and beliefs of Dr. 
Gillespie? 

I truly hope that our minds and this institution 
are not a “closed system.’ None of us have a 
“exclusive possession of divine truth.”” We should 
be constantly open-minded, examining our thoughts 
and beliefs, never closing the doors. As Voltaire 
said, “The interest I have in believing a thing is no 
proof at all of the existence of that thing.” I trust 
that all of us and Dr. Gillespie will examine 
ourselves and constantly be on guard against 
closed mindedness. 

Certainly all of us and the administration should 
find an ironic element in this whole issue. The 
plaque outside the Campus Center commemorates 
one Joseph Reeb of P.T.S., the class of 1953, who 
died in Selma, Alabama in 1965 for the issue of 
equality of races and integration. He was a Uni- 
tarian Universalist! 


Wayne E. Grasby 


mands before, Lord, but that was a 
strange daydream indeed... 


Lord, can we go over it once more? Back when I 
was attacked by the urge to purchase a computer, I 
earnestly sought your guidance as to whether I 
should or should not buy one. I thought you gave 
me the green light to make the investment, Lord. 

But now, I’m being attacked by the old familiar 
Second Thought once again, Lord. I’m concerned 
with my responsibilities in terms of Christian 
stewardship. 

Could it be that my investment in this new 
technology will help to over-intellectualize this 
little seminary? Will teachers really assign even 
more work, Lord? I can’t bear the thought of 
contributing to my fellow students’ work loads, 
Lord (of course, I try to bear my own burdens with 
grace, Lord). If we overload our minds, what will 
that mean for our churches? Our world? My 
neurons feel like they're being deep-fried already, 
ordi. 


“Yes? Excuse me, sir, could you re- 
peat the question? Parse that verb, sir? 
Well, uh...” 


(Lord help me to spend more time on my 
CSTeCie ce a) Frederick J. Mendez 
M. Div. Middler. 
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The most perfect smile illuminates a radiance 
of gaiety and song 
warming my untouched heart 
taking me by surprise 
I laugh again like a child in Spring 
chasing butterflies and life with a renaissance spirit 
He flies with a form of his own 
with wings painted by God 
a classic creation 
IT run wildly after 
lost in time 
longing just to touch him if I can 
He flies higher and higher 
round and round 
In my dizziness I smile and fall 
I cry 
surely he has left me 
to dance in the wind with the leaves and birds 
for I cannot fly 
His soft kiss opens my eyes to a 
rainbow sitting on my nose 


Attention Sitz Litzers! 


face to face we meet 

yet I am afraid 

Sor his tiny eyes hold a world of knowledge 

that I dare not know 
We spoke without words 
touched without reaching 
and loved without knowing 
in that moment without time 

And as quickly as he came 

he left 

once again to frolic in the blue 

and I after him 

more feverishly than before 

my heart pounding 

skin tingling 

running to be with him 

but not touching 

so as not to make our time 

any shorter than it has to be 


Julie Rogers M.A. ’85 


Editors Note: Many seminaries only admit students 
of the denomination to which that seminary belongs. 
There are seminaries and divinity schools, such as 
Union Seminary in New York, which are open to 
all students, regardless of creed. In general a 


The next Sitz Literary Section will consist of short poetry (1-2 stanza’s) and 
aphorisms. A// members of the Princeton Seminary community are encouraged 


to submit their creative insights to: Tim Martin, 118 Alexander Hall. Call 
924-4033 for more information, and remember. 
Amidst the floods of knowledge 
flow but tricles of wisdom. 





WORDPROCESSING POWER FROM: 


MICROCON COMPUTERS, 155 Quakerbridge Mall, 
Lawrenceville, NJ @ (609) 799-6444. 


PTS Grad Student, Kenn Iskov will tailor a system to your needs. 


95% Of all your business needs are right her in KAYPRO’s Business Pak! You'll get: ¢ KAYPRO 2X 
Microcomputer with up to 400 pages of memory! e KAYPRO Letter-Quality Printer! e FCC Approved printer 
cable! e All KAYPRO 2X Software for Word Processing, Spelling Correction, Mailmerging, Financial 
Projections, What If? Analysis and much more! e “TYPE IT” allows this system to be used as a typewriter 
while you learn its other capabilities! SARA. = 








seminary is involved in indoctrination rather than 
objective research. Certainly the primary task of 
this seminary is to train ministers in the reformed 
tradition. However, it may be useful to admit 
students of various creeds in order to foster dialogue 
and ecumenicity. 


THEOLOGICAL 
BOOK 
AGENCY 


Upcoming Events: 

National Childrens Book Week, 
November 12-16 

Annual Pre-Thanksgiving 3-2-1 Sale, 
November 19-21 

Author Signing: Richard Armstrong 
(watch for date) 


Author Signing: Donald Capps, 
November 29, 1:30 p.m. 









“TIM MARTIN and JULIE 
ROGERS jubilantly announce 
their engagement. HOO-RAY!!” 






Classified Ad 
For Sale: Pair of Stereo Speakers. 
Originally $300.00. Only 3 mos. 
old $125.00. Terms available. S. 
Kessler 683-0480. 
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BEWARE PRINCETON TIGER! 





(con't from p. 4) 

major denominations support the revo- 
lution, there are some conservative U.S.- 
originated organizations which preach 
against it. They have their own Bible 
schools in Managua and I talked with 
some of their church members. They 
told me that the Sandinistas had acted 
repressively against counter-revolutionary 
churches, particularly in the beginning 
of the revolution. But they also admitted 
that there was no official repression 
anymore. Their opposition to revolution 
had become more philosophical, I 
discovered. The Sandinistas were closet 
communist-atheists, they claimed, and 
therefore opponents of religion. The 
fact that many Sandinista leaders are 
professed Christians did not seem to 
make any difference to these people. 
Near the end of our discussion I asked 


them what they considered to be the 
Christian alternative in Nicaragua. To 
this they could not provide an answer. 
The contras could not take power, they 
agreed because they were morally un- 
worthy, nor was there any other political 
power in the landscape. 

As far as I am concerned, this is the 
bottom line in any argument on the 
Nicaraguan political scene today. For 
the first time in the history of this country 
Christians are trying to integrate Gospel 
principles with social problems in a 
decisive way. Yet, conservative Chris- 
tians remain cynical even though they 
present no alternatives to the present 
government. It is hardly appropriate for 
Christians to be cynical when hungry 
children are being fed, and when sixteen 
year old boys are killed in the Nicaraguan 


Sitz im Leben 


border by contras that receive money 
from the CIA and the Christian Broad- 
casting Company. The connection 
Christians are trying to draw between 
the kingdom of God and the new society 
is a noble effort even if it is riddled by 
difficulties. Until any better options are 
offered that do not merely return Nica- 
ragua to pre-1979 days or provide an 
escape hatch to a spiritual never-never 
land, nothing remains to be said on the 
critics’ side. 


Next Sitz im Leben Deadline for 
Christmas Issue, November 26. Send 
to Sitz im Leben campus mail. 
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SGA Holds Public Forum 





President Thomas Gillespie and Dean Conrad Massa 


The Oratory was the scene, December 
4, of the Public Forum sponsored by the 
Student Government Association. Approxi- 
mately seventy-five students were in atten- 
dance. President Thomas Gillespie, Dean 
Conrad Massa, and David Poinsett, Director 
of Housing, were invited to answer student 
questions. The meeting was conducted by 
Reggie Tuck, the SGA Moderator. 

During the first half of the meeting, questions 
which had been submitted previously in 
writing were asked of the seminary adminis- 
trators. In the second half of the meeting, the 
floor was opened to questions. Major interest 
centered around the investments policy of 
the seminary, and the investments policy of 
the Board of Trustees. An alternative meals 
program proposal was also an object of 
questions. Surprisingly, no questions were 
asked about seminary housing, which had 
been a major concern at the fall leadership 
retreat. 

Sitz im Leben recorded the entire confer- 
ence and as a public service has made a 
complete transcript of the conference, which 
will be available upon request. 

The first question was addressed to Presi- 
dent Gillespie concerning his ecumenical 
commitment, and particularly asked that he 
address his involvement in the denial of 
admission to a Unitarian woman who was 
applying for admission to the M. Div. Program. 


Stowell V. Kessler 
y 


Gillespie made it clear that PTS has an 
ecumenical commitment, and that the fact 
that approximately one-third of the student 


' body is from communions other than the 


Presbyterian Church is evidence of that 
commitment. He also pointed out that there 
is no ecumenical Church and that there are 
only ecumenical relations between churches. 
He stated that the General Assembly has 
already urged presbyteries to require that 
Presbyterian candidates attend Presbyterian 
seminaries, and that the GA may at some 
future time “‘instruct’’ presbyteries to require 
such attendance. He pointed out that, should 
the forty percent of Presbyterian candidates 
that now attend seminaries other than Pres- 
byterian be ordered to attend one of the 
eleven Presbyterian seminaries, this would 
have significant impact on PTS. 

Regarding the denial of admission to a 
Unitarian student, Gillespie stated that 
policy forbids any comment on a specific 
application. He stated that this is generally 
true of most other educational institutions, 
including Princeton University. However, he 
did make some general comments regarding 
criteria for admission and the “principle” 
involved. Both the Plan and the Charter of 
the seminary “make it very clear that this 
institution exists for the purpose of preparing 
people for the Gospel Ministry.”’ He went on 
to say that he takes that provision of the 


Constitution very seriously. “This is where 
theology does have institutional implications.” 
He thinks “‘personally that it is a minimum 
requirement for a person to be admitted to 
study at the M. Div. level .. . for that person 
to make a simple Christian affirmation of 
faith in Jesus Christ.’ In addition, they 
*“ |.. must convince the Admissions Com- 
mittee that they're serious about Christian 
ministry.” 

Later in the meeting Wayne Grasby at- 
tempted to get President Gillespie to com- 
ment on the denial of admission to the 
Unitarian student. Gillespie reasserted his 
position that he could not and would not 
discuss this application. Grasby mentioned 
that faculty and administrators had indicated 
that he, Gillespie, had been involved. To this 
the President remarked that the persons who 
had been sharing that with him “are really 
violating trust and confidence.’ Grasby 
wanted to know what other criteria were used 
in selecting students. Dr. Conrad Massa, 
who chairs the Admissions Committee, stated 
that there are three things which the committee 
looks at: (1) commitment to Christ and the 
Church, (2) aspects of leadership which the 
person has demonstrated and (3) academic 
ability. 

The next question of major concern was 
the investments issue. Specifically, Tuck 
asked the President if his recent comments in 
Chapel were a call for blind trust in the 
trustees. The President drew significant 
laughter when he quipped “that’s a novel 
idea, I grant you.”’ The President expressed 
his pleasure at having the opportunity to 
discuss this issue and stated that he wants 
“this seminary to act in a responsible Christian 
way, institutionally.” 

Gillespie stated that the “‘seminary port- 
folio at this particular point in time does net 
comply with the guidelines currently adopted 
by the General Assembly for Responsibility 
in Investments.’’ However, he went on to say 
“T cannot guarantee you that our board will 
follow every guideline laid down by the 
General Assembly.” 

(Cont'd on p. 5) 
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Editorial 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Dear friends: 

At the public forum sponsored by the SGA President Gillespie, in preface to 
his answer to Erwin Barron’s questions about the investments policy of this 
seminary, said “How can I say this without making you angry?” I want to 
begin this letter to you as trustees of this ““school of prophets” with those same 
words. “How can I say this without making you angry?” This task is 
particularly difficult because we do not know you as persons. We would like to 
know you. Martin Luther King, Jr. said that the greatest ill of segregation is 
that it prevents people from knowing each other and that this leads to fear and 
suspicion and mistrust. We have been called by the Holy Spirit to the work of 
the Church just as you have. We share in that call with you. Our life in Jesus 
Christ transcends all those things that divide us. We are one body. Jt is a 
scandal for us to be separated from each other. 

Let us begin by saying that the Church is not just another institution of this 
world set alongside all the other institutions of this world. The Church cannot 
operate as other institutions operate. Secondly, we must agree that all human 
actions are moral and never amoral. There are no parts of our decision-making 
that are compartmentalized from our faith. Third, we are not economic 
determinists. We reject out of hand the idea that the market subordinates 
everything to itself as Leviathan. 

We do not want you to invest God’s bank account in the counting houses of 
the merchants of death and racism. We appreciate the benefits we receive 
from the investments of the seminary. Many ofus could not be here in this great 
and hallowed institution without the fruits of your labors. Yet, if you will 
forgive the term, we are not prostitutes. There can be no justification for 
investing in military weapons systems or South Africa or any other destructive 
entity. We are not impugning your integrity. Quite to the contrary, we are 
convinced that many of you, if not all of you, will be strengthened in your own 
deliberations on the investments policy of this seminary. We want to stand 
with you in this struggle. We want to affirm the guidelines of the General 
Assembly and we will trust in God that the seminary will prosper. (Deuteronomy 
28:2) 

To those who say that fiduciary consideration demands that you invest in 
death, we answer that in fact there are some ethical guidelines that you do 
follow. We are sure that you would not invest in pornography or gambling 
casinos or narcotics. What this means is that some of you may not see nuclear 
weapons as detrimental to the creation as we do. Which is more obscene, 
nudity or nuclearism? We are asking you to reject any investment that is sinful 
and exploitive. 

No one should think that it will be business as usual. We cannot accept no 
for an answer on this issue. Do not underestimate the importance of this 
concern. We cannot finance our ordination on the backs of the poor and the 
disenfranchised and, indeed, the survival of the human race. Nor will we be 
satisfied with legal arguments. Come, let us reason together. 

As we enter the celebration of the birth of the Christ child, let us meditate 
upon the way God invested Himself so that we might be delivered from the 
wrath to come. 

Peace on earth and good will to all people. Amen. 


Merry Christmas 1984 
The Editor. 


December 21, 1984 





Noel Anderson 


“The question is not whether it is 
morally right for a man [sic] to 
inquire, but how far an intelligent 
man must go before he realizes he 
has made a mistake.” 


—Robert Rumbolz, artist 


Certainly many of us were raised with 
such a respect and reverence for various 
doctrines and values that the prospect of 
doubting them—if only for the sake of 
higher learning—prompts a certain twinge 
of the conscience. The question arises, 
‘Should I be asking these questions?” 
We are all familiar with the specific 
questions. 

Soon enough we are agreed that faith 
seeks understanding and that our parents 
may have been more than a tad protective. 
In this marvelous liberation of the mind 
from blind adherence there arises a new 
danger; one that results in fanaticism, 
overspecialization, and that particular 
loss of perspective which makes com- 
munication with parents, plumbers, and 
Sadie Glutz in the front per difficult. 

The problem is precisely that impulse 
which would have us elevate inquiry per 
se to such a level that it becomes the end 
rather than a means to an end. This 
principle is manifest in such phenomena 
as the sentimentalization of angst, 
whereby the sign of a healthy spiritual 
life is a constant obsession with one 
religious question or another. The 
“healthy” Christian is then the one with 
the blank, existential stare characteristic 
of a fearer and trembler. Conversely, all 
expressions of conviction for the faith 
are suspected of closed-mindedness. 

Very simply, faith finds firm ground in 
conviction and thus expression not in 
angst but in confessional language. 

Not that convictions are easy to come 
by, but that faith is founded upon answers 
as well as question. The process is 
dialogue, fellowship and unfortunately 
angst, but the end is that kind of confes- 
sional language found in the creeds and 
in convictional statements. 

We can act so convicted that we turn 
lots of people off (the Church has a fine 
history of doing so), or we can be so 
open-minded that we are never quite 
able to put our feet down on either side of 
the fence. If we are open-minded, we 


(Cont'd on p. 3) 
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PTS INVESTMENTS: 
Don’t Bite the Hand that Feeds You, But Clean It 


The 1984 class of P.T.S. pledged to raise 
more money for the seminary than any other 
class in the history of the school. The seminary 
refused to accept this class gift ($60,000) 
when it was originally proposed that the gift 
should go into the seminary’s endowment 
fund which followed the General Assembly’s 
guidelines for investments. Many people 
were shocked, because only a few months 
before, the president of the trustees had 
written that the seminary’s investments were 
“in harmony with’ the General Assembly 
guidelines. The seminary refused to adopt 
the G.A. guidelines because they “would 
compromise its fiduciary responsibilities,” in 
other words, its being an independent non- 
profit corporation under New Jersey laws. 
Further, the seminary was afraid that the 
G.A. might pass guidelines in the future that 
the seminary would not want to follow. 

The seminary’s position on investments 
simply cannot be justified on the basis of the 
reasons presented. Other Presbyterian semi- 
naries have found no difficulty in formally 
adopting ethical guidelines as recommended 
by the Presbyterian Church’s national repre- 
sentative governing body. Princeton Seminary 
continued to invest in at least one company 
for many months after the G.A. had called 
upon the institutions of the Church (including 
its seminaries) to divest from that company, 
which manufactures nuclear warheads. The 
seminary finally became “in harmony” with 
these guidelines only after pressure was put 
on the trustees from the Student Government 
Association, Seminary Conference, Alumni 
Association, and the General Assembly. “In 
harmony” does not mean adoption. The 
board of trustees can decide not to follow the 
ethical guidelines any time it wants to, as it 
has done in the past. 

The issue of ethical investments will not go 
away for Princeton Seminary as long as the 
trustees remain unwilling to adopt any specific 
guidelines for ethical investments. The trus- 
tees’ position is clear. The final paragraph of 
the “Statement of Policy of Finance and 
Investment Committee” states: ““For best 
investment results, the Committee’s policy is 
flexible and unrestricted.” The trustees 
oppose any specific ethical guidelines because 
they would be restrictions that would prevent 
“best investment results.”” Thus, the seminary 
refused to adopt the guidelines on military- 
related industries as the 1982 General 
Assembly urged it to do. Also, the seminary 
sees no problem in making profits from invest- 
ments in South Africa. This position ignores 
the urging of Desmond Tutu (President of the 
South African Council of Churches and 


by Bruce Gillette 


1984 Nobel Peace Prize winner) and Allan 
Boesak (President of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches), who call for divestment 
from companies working in South Africa. 
Both of these South African church leaders 
face possible prison terms for advocating 
such a position. New Brunswick Seminary 
has adopted specific guidelines concerning 
South Africa, but Princeton has not. 
Students and faculty are not now allowed 
access to the seminary’s portfolio, since Dr. 
Gillespie has become president. Each year, 
Dr. McCord had allowed a representative 
from the SGA to see the list of invested 
companies. Those representatives reported 
that the seminary had investments in South 
Africa. and in companies that the G.A. had 
called for divestment. No student has seen 
the portfolio since Mr. Templeton, the presi- 
dent of the board of trustees, wrote the letter 
stating that the investments are “in harmony” 
with the G.A. guidelines. No one is allowed 
to see the seminary’s holdings, according to 
the administration, because they follow the 
advice of Mr. Templeton, advice for which 
many people in the business world have to 
pay money. Yet there is no reason why 
previous years’ portfolios could not be re- 
leased to show the ethical standards of the 
trustees, since investments advice gets old 
rather quickly. Other seminaries go much 
further: Louisville has committees of students 
and faculty given access to the current portfolio. 
Ethical investments come out of a concern 
for stewardship and faithful obedience to the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. We have all been 
given much, and are called to use it wisely for 
the benefit of all of God’s creation. Christ’s 
lordship means that everything falls under his 
rule, including our pocketbooks. We are all 
sinners (including both the trustees and their 
student-critics), yet we are all offered God’s 
grace that can change us and our institutions. 
Over a number of years, the General Assem- 
bly has repeatedly seen ethical investments 
as a part of carrying out the church’s mission 
in the world. Our Lord calls us to work for 
peace and justice, but this work is weakened 
whenever we seek to make money from 
investments that support injustice (such as 
what is taking place in South Africa) or 
weapons of mass destruction. Ethical invest- 
ments such as those called for by the G.A. or 
by South African church leaders are not 
attempts to be pure or sinless, but they are 
good Reformed attempts to be faithfully 
effective in supporting the mission of the 
church in the world. The seminary’s trustees 
have failed to support this aspect of the 
church’s mission (and opposed it in some 


Page Three 


ways) by their unethical investments of the 
endowment fund. As students and faculty, 
we have failed to support the church’s mission 
by our own unwillingness to challenge this 
current policy. 

The real irony is that many secular institu- 
tions have higher specific ethical standards 
for investments than this theological insti- 
tution. These institutions realize that one can 
make money without benefit from oppressive 
injustice. One example is the Pax World 
Fund, a mutual fund for groups and individu- 
als, which seeks not to invest in companies 
having operations in liquor, tobacco, gambling, 
military, or South Africa, while supporting 
companies that practice fairemployment and 
pollution control policies. This fund has 
recently been cited by Money magazine as 
the most profitable of its kind (ethical or 
otherwise) on the New York Stock Exchange. 
Pax World Fund has had an average annual 
return of 17.92% for the past five years. The 
Fund has also received praise this past year 
in issues of The Other Side, The Christian 
Century, and Seeds. 

Some people oppose the G.A. position of 
divestment from a select group of companies. 
They favor stockholders’ resolutions to try to 
change those companies’ policies. Such ac- 
tions have met with highly limited success in 
the past, and for this reason select divestment 
is growing among churches. Even the limited 
success of stockholders’ resolutions requires 
careful cooperation of church groups to be 
effective, but P.T.S. trustees have very rarely 
(if ever) sought to be part of such ecumenical 
efforts for justice. 

Princeton Seminary needs simply to state 
clearly and publicly what its specific ethical 
guidelines are. Such an action would not be 
radical, but just responsible. Students can 
work for this by talking to trustees they know, 
while the faculty as a body can call for 
specific guidelines. Let us all work for the day 
when the P.T.S. endowment can be as profit- 
able and ethical as possible for all God’s 
people. 





(Noel Anderson cont'd from p. 2) 


have cause to see two sides to everything 
and step forward only in doubt of our 
direction; if we are convicted, we can 
say, “to hell with open-mindedness”’ 
regarding the issue and make a decision 
undaunted.” 

Perhaps we find our convictions only 
after the pendulum has swung too far on 
one side, as Mr. Rumbolz suggests. 
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The Forgotten Orthodoxy 


Whenever there is any general inclusive refer- 
ence to Christianity, in contemporary western 
society [whether in the USA, UK, Canada, Aus- 
tralia or Western Europe], the general tendency is 
to speak in terms of “Catholicism and Protestantism” 
as if this constituted the totality of Christian reality 
and experience of contemporary western society. 
Eastern [Orthodox] Christianity, which admits to 
being the ongoing successor and embodiment of 
the ancient and dynamic Christian tradition of 
such apostolic centers as Jerusalem, Antioch, 
Alexandria, Smyrna, Ephesus, Thessalonika and 
Corinth; that tradition which summoned the earliest 
ecumenical councils which clarified and preserved 
many of the “classical” and abiding doctrinal 
realities held today by both Catholics and Protes- 
tants; that branch of Christendom within whose 
monasteries were preserved the most ancient Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament; is today 
generally overlooked or even totally excluded from 
any contemporary general discussion of Christianity 
in ‘“‘western” schools, universities, seminaries, 
political debates, or radio and television programs. 

This absence of knowledge of Orthodoxy in the 
religious mind of the contemporary western person 
may best be explicated in terms of the abiding 
legacy of attitudes held by Western Christendom 
towards Eastern Christendom—attitudes which 
were fostered and nourished in the modern era 
(i.e., after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 AD), 
but which in turn had their subconscious and 
conscious antecedents rooted within the conflicts 
and misunderstandings of these two major branches 
of early and medieval Christendom. The fostering 
and nourishing of negative attitudes and images of 
Eastern Christianity in the western mind of the 
modern era was facilitated by the treatment of 
Byzantine theology and civilization by western 
scholars such as Gibbon and Harnack, coupled 
with the sociological situation of the west prior to 
our century. During this period: 

1) Byzantine theology was generally seen as a 
classical expression of ‘Platonic’ Christianity— 
i.e., a brand of Christianity so diluted by Greek 
philosophic categories as to render it almost incon- 
sequential, 

2) Byzantine and Slavic civilizations were gener- 
ally depicted as despotic and corrupt. Even up to 
the first half of this century, Hollywood named its 
celluloid villains by “eastern” names such as 
Boris, Igor, or Basil. Indeed, the Dracula and 
vampire myth was nothing more than a radical 
distortion of the story of a Rumanian freedom 
fighter against the tyrannies of the Ottomans. But 
naturally the home of vampires was to be found in 
Eastern Europe—the Rumanian province of Tran- 
sylvania! 

3) Contact with Greeks, Rumanians, Russians, or 
Slavs, was of course minimal during that period of 
modernity prior to this century, for the great 
immigration from traditional Orthodox countries 
to the west was not to begin until late in the 
nineteenth century, and would be precipitated by 
the Bolshevik revolution and the monumental 
immigration movement from the Balkans westward. 

However, in the first half of our century and since 
then, certain events have occurred which have 
helped, to some extent, to reverse this trend: 


T.A. Adamopoulo 


1) In the first place, there has been a genuine re- 
evaluation in most western theological circles of 
Byzantine theology, history, literature and civil- 
ization. This re-evaluation has not been entirely 
internal. It was obviously aided by the impact of 
modern Greek and Russian emigre theological 
endeavours. Indeed the current Patristic renewal, 
as well as the new interest in liturgical and 
sacramental theology, may be traced to a great 
extent to the works of such modern Orthodox 
scholars such as V. Loosky, G. Florovsky, A. 
Schmemann, P. Chrestou, J. Meyendorff and K. 
Ware. 

2) The considerable exodus from traditional 
Orthodox countries to western Catholic and 
Protestant nations during the twentieth century, 
whether fleeing political persecution (as in the case 
of the Soviet Union) or looking for better economic 
betterment (as in the case of Greece and the 
Balkan states in general), meant that contact 
between Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism or 
Protestantism became an existential ‘‘neighbor- 
hood” reality. Indeed, the growth of the Eastern 
Church in the New World and Western Europe 
has been nothing short of dramatic! In Australia, 
for example, the Orthdox Church is now the fourth 
largest Church. When one considers that in that 
continent some forty years ago Orthodoxy was 
restricted to a handful of Greeks and Russians, it 
can Clearly be seen that we are dealing here witha 
more than significant impact of Eastern Orthodoxy 
upon a traditional Protestant and Catholic atmos- 
phere. Indeed this is not an isolated case; in North 
America alone, Orthodoxy claims the allegiance 
of several millions. 

As such, it would be reasonable to expect that, 
since many of the presuppositions and social 
conditions which had previously fostered and 
shaped the pejorative image of Eastern Christianity 
within the religious pysche of the western personal- 
ity are now no longer applicable, consequently 
these stereotyped attitudes would cease. Yet, sadly, 
though somewhat diminished, they now continue 
in the form of neglecting or overlooking Orthodoxy. 
And even when popular attention is directed 
towards it, it is generally for its “exotic” or 
“archaic” curiosity value! The abiding influence of 
the attitudes of the previous centuries still exist, 
though now sublimated and expressed in the 


transfigured form of “forgetfulness”? of Orthodoxy’s 
day by day unexotic existence! 

What can be done to remedy this? 

1) The Orthodox Church in the New World, by 
being, naturally, a refuge for Eastern and Middle 
Eastern Christian immigrants and their sons and 
daughters, in countries which are predominantly 
Anglo-Saxon dominated, inadvertently encouraged 
an insular and “‘ethnic’”’ ethos within the Orthodoxy 
of the New World. For this reason, its impact on 
the mainstream of American, Australian, Canadian, 
British or West German life has been minimal. 
The Orthodox Church needs therefore to become 
less “‘ghettoish’” and far more involved with the 
issues and spiritual needs of its newly adopted 
nationalities. This trend is far more evident of 
Orthodoxy in America than in the other New 
World countries. Yet there is still much more need 
for mainstream culture involvement. 

2) A further, more significant action towards off- 
setting the western religious psyche’s “‘forgetful- 
ness’ of Orthodoxy, lies in the education system 
itself. Western schools, colleges and universities, 
for example, still ignore the history and thought of 
Byzantium in their curriculum, and teach that after 
the decisive invasion of Rome by the barbarians 
Europe entered into the ““Dark Ages” until the 
medieval universities arose after the turn of the 
first Christian millenium. They neglect entirely to 
mention theological, benevolent, architectural, 
literary and juridical developments of that Christian 
theocracy centered in Constantinople. In truth, 
Byzantium is simply not seen as the natural 
successor of the Roman Empire and part of 
European history. The academic curriculum needs 
to be sensitive to this bias. But even more signifi- 
cant is the lack of systematic treatment of Byzantine 
theology and Orthodoxy in general given in Catholic 
and Protestant theological schools and faculties. 
In this way, Catholic and Protestant ministers are 
denied any worthwhile knowledge and awareness 
of Eastern Christianity. This trend could also very 
easily be remedied. 

While East/West Christian dialogue, awareness, 
mutual respect and rapprochement seem to be 
excellent at the highest ecclesiastical echelons, the 
sad truth is that this consciousness has yet to be 
translated into the “popular” and “grassroots” 
levels of contemporary western life. 


A knowledge of the original languages on Scripture is of the utmost 
importance, and indeed necessary, to (any person) who is desirous of 
ascertaining the genuine meaning of the Sacred Volume. Happily, the 
means for aquiring these languages are now so numerous and easy to 
access, that the student who wishes to derive his knowledge of the oracles 


of God from pure sources, can be at no loss for guides to direct him in this 


delightful pursuit. 


An Introduction to the Critical Study of the Holy Scriptures 





by Thomas Hartwell Horne, M.A. 
London 1823 
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From the Womens Center 


Nancy Lindell 


There was a time on this campus when 
being a married student was a novelty, but 
that has changed. Some folks here remember 
that it was not so long ago that being a woman 
student here was a novel idea. As our student 
body is increasingly composed of mature, 
second-career people, a new phenomenon is 
occurring, the single-parent student. These 
people come with a deep sense of commit- 
ment to what they know will be a difficult 
task. Some have their children living with 
them and must cope not only with their own 
homework but that of their children, as well 
as the many other problems that are typical 
of rearing children. Some must cope with the 
loneliness of being separated from their 
family and with limited resources for paying 
for visits or phone calls. Some are even 
having to find the money in a student’s budget 
to pay child support for their children. 

The Women’s Center has responded to 
this new group of students by bringing a 
single-parent representative onto the board. 
Karon Topper, herself a single parent, has 
raised the issue of this being a good time and 


place for becoming further educated on some 
of the issues of single-parenting. This situation 
is one which we will all be called on to deal 
with in the parishes we will be serving. It is 
also a problem that is not only a women’s 
issue. Although the custodial parent is still 
normally the mother, all children do have two 
parents. We must bear in mind that one can 
also become a single parent through the 
death of a parent. Death does not discriminate 
by gender. Being a single parent is a male 
issue also. 

To bring about something for single parents, 
there needs to be some sense of the issues 
that single parents at Princeton are facing in 
our community. We also need to know who 
we are. In order to start this process, the 
Women’s Center is hosting a pot-luck dinner 
Friday, January 11th, as a social evening, a 
getting-acquainted. Anyone interested in such 
an evening, whether you currently are a 
single parent or have been a single parent, 
please contact either Karon Topper (452- 
2285) or Nancy Lindell (452-7876). 





(Public Forum cont'd from p. 1) 


Gillespie contends that the board is not 
allowed by New Jersey law to make invest- 
ment decisions on ethical criteria. Rather, 
the courts would find that the board had acted 
irresponsibly if they did not obtain the highest 
yield possible. He did concede, however, 
that court action is less likely in the PTS 
situation than it would be in the Board of 
Pensions, where the pensioners would be 
more likely to sue if the yield was lower than 
it should be. He sees the board caught 
between the GA guidelines and possible 
court evaluation of performance. Gillespie 
stated that he finds the board to be composed 
of very ‘‘very responsible, deeply committed, 
very bright and concerned people. They 
really are people. You pinch them and they 
hurt. They’re probably as trustworthy as 
most people, maybe even more trustworthy. 
That’s why theyre Trustees, because the 
Church has enormous trust and confidence in 
them. So I’m not asking you to blindly follow 
anybody. I’m just asking you to develop 
toward the Board of Trustees the same kind 
of trust that you’re going to want from your 
people in the church ate going to serve to 
develop toward you.’ 

Dean Massa pointed out that the board has 
for years voted its proxies for social justice 
such as race relations in such companies as 
the Ford Motor Company. 

Erwin Barron, Chairperson of the Planning 
Board of the SGA and an active participant 


in Plowshare, made the following statement. 
“You ask me to trust the Trustees, and I 
would like to. But I have seen several things 
that make me think that I have reason to 
mistrust them. That includes a list of very 
vague, very unclear guidelines for how they 
invest, particularly related to South Africa 
and military investments, mostly in past 
tense about what they have done. 

“It includes an absolute refusal to adopt 
any guidelines by the General Assembly 
which are pretty specific; the absolute refusal 
to accept any gifts that have any stipulations 
on how that money may be invested. Those 
things cause me to mistrust. If I am to trust, I 
would like the trustees to give me some 
reason to, andI can suggest lots of them. Two 
at least would be to allow one person chosen 
by the SGA to look at the portfolio, which is 
not allowed; or to rewrite the guidelines to 
make some specific (rules).” 

Gillespie: “‘How can I say this without 
making you angry. You see, trustees stay 
trustees for a long time, and student gener- 
ations last about three years. Every student 
generation that has been through here in the 
last thirty years makes the trustees feel that 
they are on trial, and has asked them tojustify 
themselves to the student body. Accused 
them. Harangued them whenever they have 
had the opportunity. Demanded audience 
with them. 

““Even though they did it just two years 
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ago, that generation is gone. Now there’s a 
new student generation. And I think, if I read 
them correctly, I think they’re frankly sick 
and tired of that, you know. They’re doing 
this out of the goodness of their heart. 
They're not even dollar-a-year people. The 
time and the energy they give to this school is 
a pure gift. And I think they are tired of 
having their integrity impugned, having their 
Christian commitment impugned. Not being 
given enough credit to have the sense to come 
in out of the rain. And that’s not your fault, 
Erwin. That’s due to a kind of cumulative 
buildup over many, many years. 

‘And it’s amazing to me how many trustees 
still remember the time back in the early 
seventies when the students locked them in 
the boardroom and wouldn’t let them out. It’s 
amazing how many attitudes are still shaped 
by that experience of a generation that’s now 
gone and wearing three-piece suits. 

“They re saying we’re not accountable to 
you. We’re accountable to the General 
Assembly and God...I’m hoping in the 
new structure of the board we can open up 
some regular channels of communication 
between the student body and the board.” 

The question of the proposed alternative 
meals programs was raised. Dean Massa 
stated that due to employee shortages in the 
kitchen Mr. Cunningham has been too busy 
to meet regarding the program. He asked 
students to consider working in the kitchen as 
they are in desperate need of help. He stated 
that some students who were originally inter- 
ested in the program were less interested 
when they found out that such things as 


(Cont'd on p. 8) 
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WILLARD’S WONDERLAND 





A Visit With the Director of Speer Library 


The terms gentleman and scholar become 
concrete in the person of Charles Willard, 
director of Speer Library. Quite at home in 
his modest office, Willard speaks with joy 
and delight about his domain. He began his 
work at Speer in November of 1968 and 
says, “I have never regretted for a moment 
coming here. The work here suits me, it 
allows me to do some crazy things. I especially 
enjoy the day-to-day relationships that the 
work allows me to have with the faculty and 
staff.” 

A University of Florida graduate, Willard 
spent three years teaching in Tripoli, Lebanon. 
From there, he studied at Yale and earned his 
Ph.D. in New Testament. His experiences in 
library administration began at Yale: “I 
spent a great deal of time and energy in the 
summer moving the missions collection.” 
This type of physical experience in a library 
might prove to be enormously beneficial at 
Princeton: ‘“‘One of my most vivid memories 
after beginning my work at Speer is when I 
tried to change the five gallon water containers 
upstairs. One of the jugs came crashing down 
on the first and ten gallons of water went 
rushing down the stairs.’ Not all of Willard’s 
memories are humorous. In the late sixties, 
he had serious suspicions that students would 
vandalize the library collection. At that time, 
he often remained on the job until 2 or 3 a.m., 
to “‘guard the library.” 

Willard has used his Yale studies beyond 
the walls of the library. He has taught Greek, 
exegesis courses, and Ph.D. seminars for the 
seminary. He shared with Sitz im Leben his 
educational philosophy: “‘The educative 
process as it stands now is often only involved 
with data transfer. Teachers should make 
every effort to reach students where they are. 
Students should be guided individually to a 
process of action that allows them to learn 
through experiencing. Educators should be 
more concerned that their students become a 
part of the appropriating process.’ The over- 
whelming work at the library keeps Willard’s 
teaching to a minimum. He is, however, 
involved in the D.Min. program and com- 
mented that this is a most rewarding enterprise. 

As we began to talk about the Speer library 
itself, Charles Willard could not say enough. 
He spoke about his domain with a contagious 
enthusiasm: “The strength of our library is 
not so much in one specific area. Its strength 
rests in the fact that it has a fine collection in 
most of the theological disciplines. Even as I 
say this, I feel compelled to point out some 
exceptions to this. During the first quarter of 
this century, Lewis F. Benson built a substan- 
tial collection of hymn books and secondary 


Michael Frandsen 


works on hymnology. The collection was 
given to the seminary in 1931, with a bequest 
that provided for a separate catalogue and 
has provided for continuing acquisitions.” 
The library also owns over 3,000 cuneiform 
tablets. These tablets are now on loan to the 
University of Pennsylvania museum. “This 
loan was negotiated nine years ago because 
of the enormous maintenance involved. Due 
to the chemistry of the tablets, a variation in 
temperature and humidity has adverse affects. 
The salts within the clay crystallize, and can 
obscure the symbols. Periodically, these 
tablets must be baked and soaked to retain 
their clarity.” 

Willard also brought to attention the Latin 
American Theological Literature collection: 
“Since Spanish is a Romance language, we 
selected this genre because it would not pose 
the cataloguing problems that a non-Romance 
language would. This section of the library is 
now one of the most formidable of its kind in 
the United States.” 

Most students are disturbed by the fact 
that there are two catalogues. Sitz im Leben 
asked Mr. Willard about this. ““Yes, I’m not 
real happy with the current system either. It 
seems that the library world changed in 
1981. For example, Saint Jerome was cata- 
logued as Hieronymous in the old system. 
The person we know as T.S. Eliot was 
catalogued as Eliot, Thomas Stearns. Our 
options at that time were to catalogue the 


whole library all over again or create the 
current dual system. Another possibility 
might have been to use the ‘see also’ system. 
This kind of notation often gets overlooked.” 

Charles Willard is the library’s harshest 
critic. He is a man of vision who has as his 
goal a continually growing and changing 
enterprise. ‘‘When students and researchers 
use Speer Library, they can usually find half 
of what they are looking for. They walk away 
feeling pleased that they can do that. I am 
often surprised that we don’t have people 
rioting about this percentage. This would not 
be acceptable at a doctor’s or dentist’s office. 
I believe we can do better.” Willard knows 
how far the technology of library science has 
come. He would like to see a comprehensive 
computerized system in effect. “This endeavor 
would require a large amount of capital, now 
not available. Plans are becoming concrete 
for microfilming many of our deteriorating 
manuscripts and volumes. This is a very high 
priority for us.” 

With the dedicated and erudite Charles 
Willard at the helm of the library, we can be 
sure that high standards will always be main- 
tained. He promotes among the staff a deep 
commitment to a professional and helping 
attitude. This writer is convinced that Charles 
Willard will continue to provide the depth of 
vision required to make a theological “wonder- 
land” possible at Speer Library. 
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LUKE 2. 8-15 


Who called the shepherds 
ue pee oD Beek Lehen ? 


Was it the song of the angel band, 
The MoAns of A young mother ty patty, or 
The first, startled chy of the baby 7 


Would we be more likely drawy by 
The plaintive wan of new life, 

e needy shouts of the woman, or 
The exaltation of angelu hosts 7 


lt matters ithe, wher 
One hears the vowe of Goa 
ly cach cry. 


Angel, mother, baby cry, 
What calls us to the Bethlehem barn 7 


JEFFREY R. THOMPSON 
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The Theologue 


The Assayer’s college and entire retinue 
Hash lights into nighttime and onward continue 
Outsearching the mytho-historical Jesus: 
Soothsayer/Messiah or cum laude telekinesis 
(the whole world has not yet connected the pieces). 
Amidst the thick pipe smoke and dainty confections 
The Theologue seeks out his heady connections: 
Probing the muck of his midnighted myre 
For objects of gold which reflect the fire. 
The shelves of his head sag bent from overstacking 
Yet he swears to God that still they are lacking. 
His colleagues in the Assayer’s college uplift 
Their gray, bushy eyebrows; their stances they shift 
To snub the daring indecision of him 
Who traded conviction for an edge on the limb. 
Do we choose rightly if we have chosen at all? 
Do dares to each peaches escape God's apall? 
The Theologue’s bed is closed to suggestions 
An help of any kind; Instead, bleak obsessions 
Pillow his head and he pats his own back 
For having the nerve to ask “Godly questions.” 
The Theologue never sees that he is a moth 
Whamming his head, again and again, 

on the shell of the light. 


NOEL ANDERSON 


JA RGON 
fat friars talk day and night. 
I'm starved for conviction. 


FACE 


faced by the intimacy of God 
J withdraw with a shudder 
although | want to gaze back. 


Who can knowingly worship 
the destruction of their ego yet 
who cay laugh tm abandonment 7 
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Amnesty International Chapter Introduces 
Human Rights Question 


Andrew Wallace 


Nearly half of the 154 governments of the 
United Nations are believed to be holding prisoners 
of conscience; that is, people imprisoned for their 
beliefs of origin who have not used nor advocated 
violence. Over the last eight years there have been 
allegations of the practice of torture in over 60 
nations. In more than 50 countries citizens can be 
detained without trial or charge. In 134 countries 
the death penalty is in force, in many, for politically 
related offenses. 

This 23 year-old organization has gained both 
worldwide respect and enmity because of its frank 
non-partisan reporting of the abuses of the penal 
and judiciary systems of the world. The organiza- 
tion’s global membership of over 2,500 supporting 
groups has increased dramatically, particularly 
after Amnesty was awarded the Nobel Peace prize 
in 1977. Amnesty International has prided itself 
for its consistency in maintaining a non-partisan 
position in polical affairs around the world. 

Amnesty operates by means of its supporting 
member groups and an investigative staff of over 
200 who visit countries to establish the evidence of 
torture or prisoner maltreatment. Prisoners of 
conscience are identified from each nation and 
information about each individual is transmitted as 
rapidly as possible to the world body. Amnesty 
members are encouraged to write letters to officials 
holding power to intervene on behalf of the prisoner, 
as acts of solidarity. Urgent telegrams are also sent 
by Amnesty representatives to world leaders re- 
questing action or support of particular cases. The 
international pressure that accumulates when 
thousands of letters pour in has led to the liberation 





of literally hundreds of prisoners throughout the 
years. This is the genius of Amnesty International’s 
work and is what makes it a practical and successful 
group with which one can cooperate. 

Members of the Princeton Seminary Community 
are initiating a new chapter of Amnesty Inter- 
national on this campus. We must be awakened 
to the fact that among our own international stu- 
dent body there have been and continue to exist 
members who have suffered directly or indirectly 
from the abuses of political imprisonment. Such is 
the case of the Rev. Joseph Prakasim, a Th.M. 
student from South Africa whose son is being held 
by the South African security forces for political 
motives. Lest we think such abuses occur only 
outside of the U.S., one merely needs to consider 
the exercise of capital punishment in this country 
as it is administered disproprtionately to ethnic 
minorities, another concern of Amnesty Interna- 
tional. 

The new Amnesty chapter at Princeton Seminary 
wishes to invite students to participate in its 
activities. The commitment involved is to have a 
compassionate spirit, particularly in light of such 
Biblical admonitions as are found in Matthew 25, 
to give a small amount of time on a monthly basis 
for educational purposes, and to be willing to write 
letters on behalf of people who need our support 
today. 

For more information call Kate Bilis, 924- 
8313. Other members representing Amnesty 
concerns: Death Penalty-Karina Kemble, Urgent 
Action-Lisa Diller, Women’s Rights-Elizabeth 
Bowser, Torture-Andrew Wallace. 
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(Public Forum cont'd from p. 5) 


french fries and soda would not be available 
to students on the program. Massa also 
stated that the board plan depends upon 
having a certain number of students and that, 
once planning is done, students who elected 
alternative meals would have to stay in it for 
a period of time, at least several months. He 
stated that the administration is very inter- 
ested in the program because it would like to 
make a witness to the plight of the hungry and 
provide students with an opportunity for the 
healthy diet they want. 

Sitz im Leben interviewed Renee Riley, 
who is a student leader in the alternative 
meals movement. Ms. Riley was asked to 
comment on the attitude of the administration 
toward the program and the economic feasi- 
bility of the program. In part she said, “I 
think it is economically feasible. The problem 
is that the administration does not want to 
take any risk at all. Year after year, PTS 
students have signed up for the program. Last 
year one hundred students signed up for the 
program. The administration is not willing to 
put any money into it. The students who have 
very little money are willing to put money 
into it.” 

Elizabeth Bowser, Moderator of the Semi- 
nary Conference, did not get to speak at the 
forum. She made the following statement to 
Sitz im Leben after the forum. 

‘Since it has been brought up that it may 
be the responsibility of the Presbyterians to 
doubt what the General Assembly says, I 
think that the ecumenical question is exactly 
the point at which we should raise red flags 
with the General Assembly. The General 
Assembly wants Presbyterians to form ranks 
that are to the detriment of the Presbyterian 
Church and it’s very dangerous. It’s not that 
blacks, women and members of other denomi- 
nations need this institution. It is that we 
need them in order to become good Presbyteri- 
ans, if that’s what we are going to be.” 

Other questions were raised about paying 
for counseling services, reimbursement for 
travel, the future of the seminary as the 
President sees it and student involvement in 
curriculum development and change. 

Reggie Tuck closed the meeting by saying 
that he felt the forum had given every a lot to 
think about. 

Please see the article on investments by 
Bruce Gillette on page 3. 
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Mollenkott Speaks: ““Overcoming Heterosexism”’ 


Dr. Virginia Ramey Mollenkott delivered 
the keynote lecture at the February 25 confer- 
ence on ““The Church and Homophobia,” 
where she said heterosexism is a personal 
and systemic sin the church must overcome 
in the name of Jesus the Christ. The conference 
was held in the Main Lounge of the Campus 
Center and sponsored by the Church and 
Lesbian/Gay Concerns and the Synod of the 
Northeast. More than 200 people attended 
the keynote lecture. 

Mollenkott began by saying she prefers to 
use the term “heterosexism’ rather than 
‘homophobia’ when discussing the church’s 
attitude toward homosexuality. ““Homo- 
phobia” is a term that refers to the irrational 
fear of homosexuals and homosexuality. 
This word sounds like a private, clinical term 


Julie Ruth Gsell 


which can be assigned to others, Mollenkott 
said. In contrast, the term ““heterosexism”’ 
has parallels to classism, ageism, sexism and 
militarism. It refers to structures that have 
been created which exclude certain people. 
In the case of heterosexism, it is an attitude 
that assumes the heterosexual orientation is 
the norm for all people. In political terms, 
this attitude empowers heterosexuals and 
marginalizes homosexuals, demanding their 
conformity to heterosexual norms or at least 
celibacy. 

Heterosexism is a pattern of thinking that 
exploits women, as well, according to Mollen- 
kott. Heterosexism demands women provide 
an eternal flow of love and care to adult men, 
thereby keeping them in the role of “mothers.” 
If sexism and heterosexism are to be over- 


come, there must be an end to such *“‘mother- 
ing.” In this sense, heterosexism plagues 
even the gay and lesbian community. For 
instance, many gay men are angry when 
lesbians withdraw from “mothering” and 
thus raise their status to the level of men. But 
many women are not prepared to surrender 
this maternal role, Mollenkott said. 

One sign of the suffering caused by hetero- 
sexism is the economic poverty that exists in 
the lesbian community that does not exist in 
the gay male community, she said. 

Mollenkott then turned her attention to the 
Bible. The word “homosexual” does not 
appear in any Bible, she said. The word was 
not developed in any language until the late 
19th century. The fact that some English 


(Cont'd on p. 3) 


Chase Calls for Moderate Central America Policy 


On February 13 James Chase of the New 
York Times Book Review and the author of 
Endless War: The US in Central America 
spoke at the Woodrow Wilson school on the 
topic of “Fighting and Talking in Central 
America’. Chase stated that the Reagan 
administration’s Central America policy is in 
disarray because the two goals of the admini- 
stration, the overthrow of the Nicaraguan 
government and the defeat of the Salva- 
doran left, have not been accomplished. 

Chase, a proponent of the “balance of 
power’ theory of international relations stated 
that presidential exaggeration of the politics 
of both the Nicaraguan government and the 
Salvadoran left has not helped to formulate 
an effective U.S. policy for the region. ““What 
troubles our allies,” said Chase, “is our lack 
of good judgment.’ Chase was quite clear 
that “the contras cannot win in Nicaragua 
without American intervention.” Chase 
pointed out that the Reagan administration’s 


Elisa Diller 


attempt to portray the contras as “freedom 
fighters” joined by any significant portion of 
the population was simply untrue. There is 
heavy arming of the Nicaraguan civilian 
population, especially along the border 
regions, and “‘you don’t arm a population if 
you are afraid they will turn against you” said 
Chase. The arming of contras by the U.S. 
has created fear among other Central Ameri- 
can nations that the Reagan administration 
may be willing to allow the conflict to spread 
to other parts of the region. The Hondurans 
are especially nervous about the incursions 
of the contras from Honduras into Nicaragua. 
Chase quoted one high ranking Honduran 
military officer as saying “I’d like to send 
them (the contras) to Miami.” 

With regard to El Salvador, Chase said 
that it is necessary to include the Salvadoran 
left in any peace negotiations. Chase stated 
that the Salvadoran guerrillas now control 
30% of the country and that the army is not 


likely to achieve any major military successes 
in the near future. Chase said that the most 
constructive action the U.S. could undertake 
would be to encourage negotiations with all 
parties. The Salvadorans ‘“‘don’t want any 
more military advisors” because they fear 
things are “getting out of their hands,”’ said 
Chase. 

Chase pointed out that the U.S. should 
support the efforts of the Contadora nations 
to bring about a peace settlement in the 
region. He also stated that the U.S. should 
encourage the Western European Socialist 
and Christian Democratic parties to assist 
the U.S. in attempting to moderate the political 
direction of the Nicaraguan government. 
Chase pointed out, however, that Reagan 
himself plays a key role in U.S. policy for the 
region. Chase stated that in the U.S. “Policy 
making is in the hands of the Executive. 
Congress can constrain but cannot make 
international policy.” 
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Editorial: Cross Over The Bridge 


A few people got together on the fourth of this month to 
commemorate the March from Selma to Montgomery. It is twenty 
years ago that this event took place. In fact, however, they were 
commemorating not that March, but the attempt to march. For on 
that day twenty years ago a group of United States citizens were 
beaten, gassed, and trampled down to the ground by blue helmeted 
police and deputized Klan members at the bridge that leads out of 
Selma toward Montgomery. They were violently attacked because 
they wished to have the right to vote. 


~ 
. 


As we marched from Brown Chapel there was a deafening 
silence despite the singing that now and then broke out like a plea for 
rememberance that we were only asking for what was already a 
guarantee under the United States Constitution. As we approached 
the bridge we saw the blue helmeted deputies with their nightsticks. 
It was a familiar confrontation in Selma. Almost every day for two 
weeks we had marched from Brown Chapel to the courthouse to 
attempt to register local Black citizens. There was the usual 
confrontation on the steps of the courthouse. This was different. 
We had been told by Martin Luther King, Jr. that ““We are going 
to try to march to Montgomery today.” Along the way we saw 
Federal Marshals and F.B.I. men. The streets leading to the 
bridge were lined with over four hundred Alabama State Police 
cars. George Wallace had pulled every State Police Officer he 
could find “‘to maintain law and order.” 

As we turned toward the downtown area there was a church on 
the corner with a sign out front usually used to announce the 
week’s sermon. On that sign was now written “Be ye not as 
hypocrites praying in the streets.’’ A few bystanders wore their 
“never” buttons. 

I had seen all of this kind of thing before. I had been in a jail cell 
in Mississippi where every night the women in our group were 
raped and beaten. We had been tortured in Albany, Georgia with 
cattle prods that sent electric shock to our groins. I had been 
beaten with a lead pipe in Cambridge, Maryland while the police 
looked on with thin smiles. 

Still this was different. There was a sense that something crucial 
was about to happen. And it did. With television news cameras 
humming the whole country was treated to another violent attack 
in broad daylight on American citizens who were just asking for 
what was already theirs. 


A few months later the 1965 Voting Rights Act passed. The 
country could tolerate this racist policy no longer. 

Some may be saying that if they had been around in those days 
they would have liked to have gone across that bridge. We may 
feel that this is a past era and that we are no longer in the matrix of 
this sort of simple conflict between good and evil. 

What needs to be understood is that during those days, that 
everybody now looks back to with such nostalgia, there were the 
same tired voices who attacked our street protests. They said that 
we should be patient. In time the wrongs will be righted. 

Nothing has really changed. We are being told that we should be 
patient with the reality of the P.T.S. investments policy. We are 
told that now is not the time in our careers to kick sand in the eyes 
of our benefactors. We are told that investment in South Africa 
is for the benefit of the oppressed people of that nation. 

It is an absolute scandal that the Board of Trustees of this 
great institution will not make a simple pledge that they will 
obey the investment guidelines of our Church and that they 
will not invest in South Africa. It is a scandal that after all we 
have been through in the past twenty years, that anyone could 
possibly think that such investments are defendable. We 
should drape that plaque in memory of James Reeb in black. 


Do you wish that you could have been with us at the bridge? If 
you do, then consider this. What are you willing to do about the 
investments policy? We can change that policy. We must be 
willing to sacrifice, not our lives, only our tuition grants. If we 
would lay down on the table our ethical demand that this policy be 
changed and refuse to take money earned from investments in 
South Africa and weapons then that policy would be changed. 
This money is not the property of the Board of Trustees. It is the 
property of the Church. The only justification for anything that is 
done in this institution is the training of ministers and Church 
workers. You have been called by the Holy Spirit to the ministry. 
Nobody is doing you a favor by aiding you with the money of 
the Church. The Church is training its servants. You need only 
ask the defenders of this racist policy and this militaristic policy if 
Jesus Christ would vote to continue this policy. I feel just the way I 
did that day in Selma. O God why is this happening? There was 
also hope in our hearts. We kept marching toward the blue helmets 
singing softly ““We shall overcome someday.”’ And so shall we. 


Stowell V. Kessler, Editor 
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SGA Moderator Reports 


Reggie Tuck 





REGGIE TUCK 


In addition to its usual housekeeping tasks, 
the Student Government Association has 
undertaken several projects this winter. In 
December, the body issued a Resolution 
regarding the Investment Policies of the 
Seminary. The S.G.A. plans to send each 
student a copy of this statement. We ask 
students to prayerfully consider the state- 
ments intent and give Student Government 
members your thoughts and feedback. This 
resolution has also been forwarded to the 
faculty and the alumni/ae council with a 
request to join us in this statement and/or a 
similar statement. 


(Mollenkott Speaks cont'd from p. 1) 


translations of the Bible do include the word 
“homosexual” shows that heterosexist preju- 
dice has led to mistranslations. 

The Greek word malakoi used by Paul inI 
Corinthians 6:9-10 is one term that has been 
translated as “homosexuals” or “sexual per- 
verts” in some editions of the Bible. The 
word actually means “‘masturbators”’ but few 
translators could believe such such a simple 
act would exclude one from the Kingdom of 
God, Mollenkott said. She joked about this 
translation, saying it seemed that nobody will 
enter the realm of God without being washed 
and sanctified. 

Another Greek word, arsenokoitai, has 
been translated as ““homosexuals.” The term 
actually refers to male prostitutes and abusive 
sexual acts. In using this term, Paul was 
talking about homosexual acts committed by 
heterosexual persons. 

Mollenkott asked if there was anyone in 
the audience who could identify the day they 
made the choice to be heterosexual or homo- 
sexual. She said she has not met anyone who 
was able to do this, and she could not accept 

(Cont'd on p. 4) 


Two new student groups have gained 
S.G.A. recognition: ““And Now For Some- 
thing Completely New and Different,” anda 
Princeton Seminary chapter of Amnesty 
International. A budget review in mid- 
February enabled the body to reallocate 
funds to groups in need of additional monies. 
The S.G.A. wishes both of these groups 
much success in future endeavors. 

Two special committees have been formed 
to respond to students’ concerns: a commit- 
tee investigating the housing needs of the 
community and a committee investigating 
the possibility of establishing a grievance 
procedure for the Seminary. The S.G.A. has 
also formed a committee to present a student 
response to the Board of Trustees’ considera- 
tion of drafting a new Statement of Institutional 
Purpose. Other tasks which the S.G.A. ad- 
dresses in its meetings may be reviewed in 
copies of its minutes which are posted in the 
Campus Center or Speer Library. S.G.A. 
members are always available for your ques- 
tions or comments. 

Elections for positions in the Student 
Government are upcoming in April. Students 
should assess their visions and concerns for 
the Seminary community. We hope that 
some members of the community will come 
forth to attempt to realize some of these 
visions and speak to some of those concerns. 


Report From 
Seminary Conference 


Elizabeth Bowser 


We have a subcommittee report pending 
on the Conference’s record of involvement in 
the seminary’s investment policy, and another 
on the possibility of a Peace/Arms Race 
statement for seminary groups to endorse. At 
our December meeting, we considered black/ 
white relations on campus. We focused, with 
the help of ABS members, on assessing 
academic rather than administrative actions. 
Dr. Willard took this concern to the faculty; 
we plan continued involvement. 

We welcome visitors to our March 27 
meeting, Wednesday, at 4:30 in the oratory. 
Express your opinions on these, or other 
community issues to me or any member of 
the Conference. 


Faculty Motes 


Donald Macleod, Th.D., Francis L. Patton 
Professor of Preaching and Worship, Emeri- 
tus, will give the Oliver Lectures on Preaching 
at the Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Missouri, April 16-18. The 
theme will be “The Identity of the Preacher.” 
He will give also the mid-winter lectures and 
sermons at the Kirkmont Church, Dayton, 
Ohio, March 3-5. 


WORDPROCESSING POWER FROM: 


MICROCON COMPUTERS, 155 Quakerbridge Mall, 
Lawrenceville, NJ @ (609) 799-6444. 


PTS Grad Student, Kenn Iskov will tailor a system to your needs. 


1 $1895. 


95% Of all your business needs are right her in KAYPRO’s Business Pak! You'll get: e KAYPRO 2X 
Microcomputer with up to 400 pages of memory! ¢ KAYPRO Letter-Quality Printer! e FCC Approved printer 

cable! e All KAYPRO 2X Software for Word Processing, Spelling Correction, Mailmerging, Financial 
Projections, What If? Analysis and much more! e “TYPE IT” allows this system to be used as a typewriter 


while you learn its other capabilities! 


“INNOVATORS IN ELECTRONICS SINCE 1952” 
*Suggested retail price. 
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(Mollenkott Speaks cont'd from p. 3) 


the argument that sexual orientation is a 
matter of choice. 

The Christian Church has not always con- 
demned homosexuality, she added. Scholar 
John Boswell finds that same-sex Biblical 
pairs such as David and Jonathan have been 
appreciated and celebrated at certain times 
in church history. 

During the first thirteen centuries of church 
history, no one took action to condemn 
homosexual behavior. Contemporary actions 
which discriminate against homosexuals 
must be a product of heterosexism, she 
concluded. For instance, ordination is a sign 
of first-class status in the church, but it is 
denied to gay and lesbian people who affirm 
their sexual orientation and practice. Mollen- 
kott identified herself as an advocate of 
ordination for gays and lesbians who are 
qualified candiates for the ministry. 


‘Jesus was more vocal about loving our 
neighbors than he was about homosexuality 
or sex outside marriage,” she said. Christians 
should fulfill the law of love by recognizing 
gay unions. The church is hypocritical when 
it demands all unmarried clergy must be 
celibate, and then does not provide any 
means for homosexuals to be legally married. 
Heterosexual people always have the option 
of marriage. Gay and lesbian people generally 
do not. 

The very same hermeneutical principles 
that were and are used by the church to 
subjugate women, blacks and other minority 
groups are now at work against homosexuals, 
Mollenkott said. 

She concluded her lecture by listing nine 
guidelines for the church to follow in over- 
coming heterosexism. 

1. The church must repent of allowing its 
members to defame and dehumanize gay and 
lesbian couples by condeming their highest 


Their mover told them 
Oclasaieabecedecniad 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday, 


It’s kind of difficult 
to settle into your new 
home if your furniture 
arrives three or four days 
later than you do. 


But that’s the best some movers can promise. They call those extra days “spread days,’ and 


they're allowed for in the mover’s contract. 


Bekins Van Lines offers an alternative to spread day service. By letting you decide pick-up 


and delivery dates that meet your schedule. Not ours. 


It’s called Guaranteed Service. 


Bekins will pick up your possessions on the exact day you request. And deliver them on one 


of the two consecutive days you select. Guaranteed. 


We're so confident of our service we offer to pay you $100 for each day we're late, plus an 
allowance for normal living expenses incurred during the delay. 
Only Bekins makes this guarantee, and we put it in writing. As opposed to other movers’ 


promises that could turn out to be as empty as 
your house. 


Call David Gsell 392-3833. 


BEXINS 


Dont settle with anyone less. 


Ask about our Seminary discount. 





love feelings. Homosexuals should not be 
compared to alcoholics, bestialists, and child 
abusers. Most sexual molesters are hetero- 
sexual, not homosexual, she added. 

2. The church should extend ordination to 
those who are gifted and called to ministry, 
regardless of their sexual orientation. “No 
sexual orientation is good or bad as an 
abstraction—it just zs. It’s how an individual 
makes us of that orientation that makes it 
good or bad.” 

3. If sex is only good inside marriage, the 
church must allow gay and lesbian people to 
be married. 

4. The church ought to provide active 
support for existing homosexual marriages, 
as it does with heterosexual marriages. 

5. The church ought to give a/l young 
people assistance in how to love in the spirit 
of mutual respect and mutual servanthood. 

6. The church should provide all young 
people with a healthy place to meet life 
partners, including heterosexuals and homo- 
sexuals. Otherwise homosexuals are forced 
to turn to bars and baths, which are not great 
places to meet Christians. 

7. The clergy should actively work to 
overcome heterosexism at the grass roots, by 
mentioning the oppression of gays from the 
pulpit and by providing opportunities for 
dialogue between heterosexuals and homo- 
sexuals. 

8. The church should think about how to 
approach covenantal union for gays and 
lesbians. It should develop a healthy Christian 
sexual ethic. 

9. The church should preach a consistent 
gospel of grace, not works. The church 
cannot insist all homosexuals be celibate. 
Some have the gift to be celibate, others 
don’t, she said. It is a waste of energy for 
those who do not have that gift. As it is, the 
church will only ordain unhealthy homo- 
sexuals, those who repent of the way they 
were created! 

‘*For our own Sake, it is time for the church 
to overcome heterosexism,”’ Mollenkott said 
in closing. 

After her lecture, the speaker heard many 
questions from listeners. One student asked 
how Mollenkott would answer the argument 
that, based on the Genesis story, sex is 
intended for procreation alone. Mollenkott 
responded by pointing out that at the time 
when the Genesis account was composed, 
procreation was necessary for survival of the 
Jewish nation. Today, we do not consider 
procreation to be an urgent priority as the 
world is overpopulated. In addition, the 
Creation story in Genesis when applied to 
heterosexuality also seems to prohibit single- 
ness or childless marriages. The story was 
not designed to carry the weight of “sexual - 
specificity,” Mollenkott said. “It is not a 
textbook on how God wants procreation to 
happen.” 
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A Gift Of The Crying Clown 


Upon my wall there hangs a fish, 

Formed of nails by a blacksmiths wish. 
Through trial of fire, shaped by a hammer, 
Bound by some brass the two nails joined. 


Delivered in the dark of a late summer evening, 
Upon a pathway, under the trees. 

Freely given in all of its meanings, 

A gift of the crying clown. 


Upon her face the mark of tears, 
For all the suffering, all the fears. 
Rainbow of old upon her brow, 
Bound by a cross the promise joined. 


Seen in the light of the stars of late evening, 
Upon the pathway, by a stream. 

Freely shared in all of its meanings, 

A gift of the crying clown. 


Take up the fish and be filled with the wonder, 

Of all the vastness shared late that summer. 

Be amazed at these things and make them your own, 
Through all of the gifts of the crying clown. 


Elisabeth W. Farley 


this has been a Mediocre ® Production 


Who, disguised as mild- 
mannered Dr.DEBORAH DORIGHT, || evil Dr.STACY SWINEBITTER, author of The 
ogy at Princeton Seminary, 


king villainously about the grounds of 
PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


fights s never-ending battle 
to free humanity/huwomanity 
from the evils of exclusive 
language. 


What is he up tof rouble 


for our hero? STAY 


Recently, Inclusive-Man's ARCH-ENEMY, the | 


professor of Biblical Philol+| Exclusive Language Lectionary and "Marvin 
Magdalene: the True Sex of the Firet Apos-| 
Hijtle Revealed at Last," has been seen skul-|/ 
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SPORTS NEWS: A group of Princeton 
Seminary students reports the discovery of 
an exciting new game, which they have 
named ‘Volley-Guilt.’ “It’s not really a new 
game, explained one student when inter- 
viewed, ““Archaeological evidence indicates 
that Volley-Guilt has been played for thou- 
sands of years—may even be as old as 
humanity itself. We’ve simply devised rules 
for it and given it that catchy name.” 

Said to have been discovered by one 
Presbyterian student during a meeting with 
his Candidates Committee, the game is played 
by lobbing a guilt-induced remark or look at 
one’s opponent, who then attempts to deflect 
and return the shot with additional force. The 
game is continued until one side receives five 
hits through their protective insulation, or 
admits defeat. Volley-Guilt can be played by 
any number of people, arranged into teams of 
any size, and really proficient players have 
been known to defeat large teams single- 
handedly. 

A representative for Parker Brothers, the 
company that is considering marketing the 
game, commented happily, “We think Volley- 
Guilt has the potential to replace Monopoly 
as the most popular family game for Sunday 
afternoons. I played it with my parents, and 
they loved it. Volley-Guilt can be even bigger 
than football, and since it costs almost 
nothing to produce, doesn’t even need a 
board or ball, we expect to make a bundle on 


this one!”’ 
Lori C. Patton 


‘Don’t carry the world 
on your shouiders ~ 


Carry % mM your Arms 


Jon K. 
John W. 


And from the third Alex bathroom wall: 


“Once upon a time in Geneva, 
There lived a great over-achiever; 
His theology stern 

Made his opponents burn, 

But I’m a predestined believer. 


“The name of this guy was John Calvin, 
(Not Martin, or Thomas, or Alvin); 
Said he: ‘Election is great, 

(If you’re not reprobate) 

But I’m not into consciences salvin’.” 


(to be continued later) 
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The Sensual and the Sublime 


The sensual and the sublime combine 
Define aspects of myself 

I am alive 

Aware of this earth and sky 
Sun warm flesh 

Body of sensations 

Exotic erotic lush and divine 
Delighting in sight and sound 
Drink deep the scent of life 
The essence is so bittersweet 

I feel the pulse pounding beat 
Blood red tide of love and pain 
Serves to remind 





Denial is the deadliest sin 

And I am only temporary 

Yet eternal 

I am energy 

An entity that cannot be destroyed 
Mystical mysterious radiant and pure 
I am part of the universal force 
Through God‘s’ we worship 

An unknown source 

Of life that flows forever— 

Feel it and be aware! 

We are the sensual and the sublime 
Combined together. 


Linda Ramer 


— NOW — 


Sitz im Leben is accepting 
Poetry 
Short Stories 
Photographs 
Art Work 


For the Second Annual Edition 
of 


Sitz Lit 


the Community Literary Magazine 


Submit all creative Endeavors 
to 


Sitz im Leben 
Campus Mail 


or 
Tim Martin 118 Alexander Hall 
or 
Julie Adkins 420 Brown Hall 


Share Your Uniqueness with 
Others 


Some prizes will be awarded. 
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Interview with New Personnel Director 


Barbara Primas, Princeton Seminary’s first 
Director of Personnel, has a tough road to 
travel because it has not been done before. 
Primas states “I am still feeling my way 
around.”’ She points out that even her own 
job parameters are still in flux and her 
relationships to other administrative persons 
have not been completely defined. 

A major task is to develop a personnel 
division job description. ““The seminary is 
not like a corporation nor is it like a university.” 

Performance evaluation will be a very 
important part of the task of the personnel 
office. ‘I woud like to develop a performance 


Stowell V. Kessler 


evaluation that takes place after the employ- 
ee’s first three months on the job. Early 
evaluation by the employee’s supervisor 
should catch any problems.” The employee 
would be able to comment. 

Primas stresses that the purpose of per- 
formance evaluation is to assist the employee’s 
advancement. In addition, raises will be 
keyed to performance, so that the employee 
who does better than average will get higher 
raises. Ms. Primas also hopes to get training 
opportunities for employees so that they can 
upgrade their skills and obtain advancement 
and more job satisfaction. 


Reflections of Life: A Literary Article 


Anne Marie Meyerhoffer 


Why must life drag on? I am so tired. Why 
do I go on taking up space? Why do I 
complain—because my life has been lived 
and it is time to die? Perhaps because they 
will not permit me to die. 

Before my illness, I was so strong. Many 
people looked up to me and marvelled at my 
strength. Yes, I have lived a full life and have 
witnessed many changes of the seasons. 

I remember many Springs. Spring is 
wonderful! Everyone and everything bursting 
forth with activity: the robins building new 
homes for their soon-to-be-arriving youngsters, 
the squirrels scampering amongst the branches; 
in the park, children playing hide-and-seek, 
the people resting in the shade; young lovers 
lazily strolling hand in hand along the winding 
path, pausing here and there to gaze into each 
other’s eyes; their whispers, songs, and laugh- 
ter float high above all else in the gentle sigh 
of the breeze. Yes, happy anticipation was in 
the air, even my friends and I willingly caught 
hold of highly contagious Spring Fever. As 
the sun grew warmer so did our friendships. 

Then fiery Summer arrived. It was a time 
of fun and frolic. I would bask in the sun 
passing the days away so lazily. At times 
tempers would flare as hot as the sun at 
midday. But as sudden and refreshing as a 
summer shower, they would disappear. After 
a warm day in the sun, the satisfying dusk 
would settle all around. The cool nights were 
peaceful. I would fall asleep with the sounds 
of the whooing barn owl, the lullaby-singing 
of the pine trees with the breeze, and the 
incessant two-tone drone of the bullfrogs. But 
Summer bade adieu and time marches onward. 
Autumn must take its place. 

Autumn. A beautiful season. The brilliant 
hues of yellow, red, and orange kept the 
warmth of the absent summer sun. The nights 
became chilly, nippy, frostbitten, until the 


cold felt downright cutting. Activity abounded 
again but unlike Spring there was no happi- 
ness or anticipation but rather a feeling of 
panic. The robins bustled about preparing for 
a long flight to warmer climates, the squirrels 
scurried, gathering their provisions for the 
fast-approaching winter. The children, the 
elderly, even the lovers rarely came by, and if 
so, very hurried with heads down and hands 
stuffed in pockets. The wind has changed 
from a gentle breeze to violent gusts. 
Everything seems to be in a frozen calm 
once Winter arrives. Winter is very still. The 
animals are gone or snuggled in their warm 
homes; the people are relaxing in front of a 
fire. The most peaceful time is at snowfall. 
Standing and listening to the silence one can 
almost hear each flake land. I have heard the 
snow fall. It is not a sudden crash or crunch, 
but a soft gentle landing, feather upon feather. 
The beauty of snow overwhelms what it 
covers. Everything is elevated to equal beauty 
by its purity and whiteness. The bare trees 
are clothed in white, the muddy tracks of 
trespassers are hidden. There is no move- 
ment, there is only quiet, as still as death. 
Yes, this is my death scene, but there are 
intruders. Parts of me are missing—some- 
times quietly and painlessly removed, other 
times carelessly torn from me with massive 
machinery. In either case, I feel violated. I 
want compassion to fall around me, cover 
me, and elevate me to dignity. I cry out for 
dignity for nowI am nothing. The trespassers 
have pretended to restore my dignity with 
experimental techniques. I try to speak out, 
but my words can only be said in painful 
moans. People gather around me speculating, 
pondering, deliberating, probing, and question- 
ing. They think I cannot hear them; they 
think I do not understand. But I do: When 





Regarding student employment, Sitz im 
Leben asked the Personnel Director if she 
would support such things as extended library 
hours which would benefit students and 
faculty and provide student employment. 
She would support such employment expan- 
sion if it was decided that such employment 
was useful and if it could be afforded. 

Barbara Primas was born and raised in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She worked for the 
Attorney General in Pennsylvania as a per- 
sonnel associate for three years. She worked 
for Mathematica for ten years (now a newly 
owned subsidiary of Martin Marietta Corpo- 
ration.) ““They were interested in our soft- 
ware.” She stated that some employees of 
Mathematica left because of the relationship 
of Martin Marietta to the MX Missile. 


Ministers Life 


A Mutual Life 
Insurance Company 


Meet Stephen Finestone 
A very special kind of 
inSurance representative. 


Your confidence in us is very 
important! Steve Finestone 
understands this. And he 
takes a personal concern 
with your special insurance 
planning. It’s the vital contri- 
bution Steve makes toward 
strengthening your con- 
fidence in the company 
anxious to serve your needs. 
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Rattlesnakes, Race Cars and... 


A Conversation Between Bennie C. Ollenburger & Stowell Kessler 





Could we begin this conversation by talking 
about your growing-up experience? 

When I was born my father was the minister in 
a Mennonite church of thirty members in Dorrance, 
Kansas, a town of Russian immigrants. Before I 
started school we moved to Okeene, Oklahoma. 
Okeene was not notable for anything except the 
Annual Rattlesnake Roundup, and from my per- 
spective as a kid the best thing about it was the 
carnival. For the grownups they brought in a beer 
truck from Oklahoma City and the whole town was 
pretty much drunk for the duration of the weekend. 
On Sunday everybody went out to the hills and 
hunted rattlesnakes. They gave a prize to the 
person who got the biggest one. They milked the 
snakes and crowned a rattlesnake queen with a 
great snake around her shoulders. Then there was 
a Rattlesnake Banquet—everybody ate rattlesnake 
fillets. This was cancelled about five years ago 
because instead of attracting cowboys and good 
old boys it started attracting ““Hell’s Angel” motor- 
cycle gangs. 


Sounds like a very macho activity. 

It was a macho town. In that period Oklahoma 
was still dry so the town was made up of bootleggers 
and their customers, although for twelve hundred 
people it had thirteen churches. 

There I developed a passion for football which 
was about the only cultural activity I engaged in. 
We moved to Inman, Kansas, and I played middle 
linebacker in the high school there. 

After high school I went to Tabor College in 
Hillsboro, Kansas, where I lasted for not quite a 
full semester. I dropped out and went custom 
cutting, following the wheat harvest from Texas to 
Montana with a team of trucks and combines. 
When the season was over, some friends of mine 
and I spent all the money we had earned building a 
race car. After we had built it we moved to Los 
Angeles to become drag racers. I didn’t have any 
mechanical ability so I dropped out of that too. I 
only drove the carina race once. The year of 1968 
I didn’t know what I was going to do fora living ora 
career. I was just living with a bunch of guys. This 


was during the Vietnam War and I was 4-F so I 
decided to go to school. 


When you were growing up, what involvement did 
you have in the church? 

Well I was there everytime the church doors 
were unlocked or open when! was a kid. But after I 
left college I didn’t go to church for a long time. 
Later when I went to junior college in California I 
got involved with an independent Bible Church. I 
became pretty much a fundamentalist. I wasn’t 
pretty much a fundamentalist, I was a straight- 
forward fundamentalist. My friends took me to 
that independent Bible Church and got me properly 
saved. 

As I was saying, I decided to go back to school 
and since there was that transcript from Tabor 
College filled with Fs I went to a junior college. 
They had to admit anyone over eighteen under 
California law. 

In college I started to look more carefully at my 
religious roots. In that I was encouraged by a 
philosophy professor who was a Unitarian Uni- 
versalist minister. He got me interested in philoso- 
phy and theology, and gently prodded me to 
examine my fundamentalist convictions. I gained 
the courage to do that from reading Kierkegaard’s 
“Concluding Unscientific Postscript,” as a result 
of which I decided to give my life to theology. 
There have been a few adjustments along the way. 
I went to Long Beach State principally because it 
was cheap. While I was a philosophy major there I 
somehow fell prey to the notion that biblical 
studies would be more interesting than theology. 

I wanted to go to seminary and had pretty much 
decided to go to Yale Divinity School, but I 
determined to deal first with my own religious 
heritage and figure out more what that was about. 
This was during the time that Kent State took place 
and those events led me to believe that there might 
be something important to consider in my own 
religious upbringings. 

I discovered at that time that my great grand- 
father’s sons were draft dodgers. In order to keep 
them from being drafted in WWI he sent them to 
Canada. When he heard that a lynch mob was on 
its way to his farm outside Inola, Oklahoma, he 
decided to join his sons in Canada. Anyway, I 
wanted to explore the faith of my dissident ancestors 
so I went to a Mennonite seminary in Fresno, 
California. The best teacher there was an Old 
Testament professor who sort of took me under his 
wing and so I studied the Old Testament. 

In my last year of seminary I decided to go to 
Duke University to study intertestamental liter- 
ature and languages. However, Tabor College 
invited me to teach there, so I never got to Duke. 


Wasn't this the college you dropped out of? 
Yes. I taught religious studies and philosophy 
for two years. Teaching Old Testament broadened 
my interests and I wanted, rather than studying 
languages, to get into a Ph.D. program that would 
be more theologically oriented. I talked with Bern- 
hard Anderson about the program here and I liked 


what he described. I taught Hebrew part time and 
never left. 

In the midst of all of this I got married. I met 
Janice in Kansas. She’s an artist and also a 
Mennonite. Among other things she designs greet- 
ing cards. She does a lot of work in pen and ink, and 
some acrylic painting. We have a little girl, Mary, 
who is named after both of her grandmothers. 


I have to say that this is a lot more interesting 
background than I realized we would get. I mean 
rattlesnake roundups, drag racing, and... 
During one summer during my Ph.D. program I 
also worked as a cowhand on a dairy farm. That 
has contributed more than a lot of things to... 


Would you care to lay out in capsule form a 
synopsis of what you have learned? 

I don’t know if I can summarize what I have 
learned. I think the symbol of God as king is 
troubling today because it is monarchic and mascu- 
line. And both of those characteristics are problem- 
atic for obvious reasons. What I learned about that 
symbol is that it is important to retain it, precisely 
because in the texts I investigated it is used to 
critique those monarchical aspirations or inclina- 
tions that males seem particularly prone to. 

In the Old Testament and in the contemporary 
world there is an attempt to establish a kind of 
symmetry between God’s action and our own. I 
think the way the symbol (kingship) functions in 
the ancient text is to critique precisely that sym- 
metry that we think we have. In establishing 
dominions here on earth we conceive ourselves to 
be God’s agent acting in symmetry with God. 
Does that make sense? 


That makes a lot of sense. I was going to ask how 
you define sin. I do see some relationship. I mean 
we do have some symmetry if we carry it out 
properly. Don’t you agree? 

I define sin as pride. All I want to say about 
“symmetry” is that our relation to God and our 
response to evil are both, according to at least a 
certain biblical tradition, asymmetrical. It is simply a 
way of saying that we should not confuse our 
activity with God’s. Pride, in one important form, 
is to equate our activity with God’s, or to say the 
relation is unimportant—that we are the measure 
of our own goodness. 


You seem to integrate what you believe as a 
person with what you teach and yet maintain your 
scholarship at the same time. What conflicts if 
any have you found personally in your own faith 
development and your work as a biblical scholar? 

I think what I believe has been constantly 
reformed (which is a good word) by my biblical 
study. It’s always the case that when you are 
studying the texts, even when you are studying the 
texts again for a class lecture, you discover there is 
something new, something different and something 


(Cont'd on p. 9) 


March 26, 1985 


Sitz im Leben 


Page Nine 





(Rattlesnakes... cont'd from p. 8) 


that challenges our pattern of beliefs. There are 
constantly things in the texts that are disturbing 
and don’t exactly fit with my own system of beliefs 
all of the time. I don’t study the texts without being 
in every moment conscious of my faith. My whole 
reason, my entire interest in the Old Testament isa 
person for whom these documents function to 
norm my faith in some way (that I will leave 
undefined). 


Would you comment on your work in Old Testa- 
ment studies, the relationship of that work to your 
Anabaptist heritage and your peacemaking acti- 
vities in the church? 

In my tradition, the Anabaptist Tradition, the 
move made in the disputations with the reformers 
was to say that God’s revelation in the Old Testa- 
ment had been superseded by God’s revelation in 
Christ. And that the ethics of the New Testament 
are on a higher level and are to be obeyed. Those of 
the Old Testament were to be disregarded. That 
was a tactic. 


So they were the forerunners of the developmental 
theory? 

So some have claimed, but they never talked in 
terms of development. 


A fuller revelation. 

But it’s not a developmental process. It is a 
difference of two ages. 

My study of the Old Testament has helped me to 
make sense of the relationship between the two 
testaments because I don’t think it’s legitimate 
simply to say, as the Anabaptists did, that the Old 
Testament has been overcome in the New, or as 
the reformers did, that the ethics of the New 
Testament apply to personal and Church matters, 
but politics is ordered by the Old Testament. 


The two kingdom theory? 

The Anabaptists had their own two kingdom 
theory. You were a member of one kingdom or the 
other. 


That sounds almost apocalyptic. I mean you’re 
either... 

It is straightforwardly Apocalyptic. Of course 
Luther’s two kingdom theory is different. 


Are you a pacifist? 

Most people would use that label, but I don’t. I 
am simply a Christian. For me, that means that I 
have a supreme and overriding loyalty to my 
brothers and sisters in the faith. That loyalty 
supersedes any rival loyalty to a particular nation. 
As I understand baptism, with Moltmann and 
other radicals, it is (among other things) a declaration 
of allegiance. I simply cannot imagine a situation 
in which my faithfulness to the body of Christ 
world-wide would be best exercised by my swearing 
allegiance to some nation and fighting the people of 
another. You might call me a vocational pacifist. 
The New Testament calls me to exercise a vocation 
that is not conformable to military service. Here I 
stand. ... 


(Cont'd on p. 10) 


Reflection on a Trip to Egypt 


Mike Wicks 


We sat on the crowded seats of the shuttle on our 
way to the waiting jumbo jet. Excitement, fear, and 
awe all mixed within me. We talked with other 
passengers to ease the tension. A woman on my 
right was a reporter from UPI. “Have you ever 
been to Egypt before?” she asked with a knowing 
glance. Sensing our insecurity as we shook our 
heads no she smiled and said, ““You’ll be all right. 
Just remember, it’s a whole different world.” A 
whole different world indeed. During that summer 
I gained an ever-increasing appreciation for her 
words. The culture shock, the mass poverty, 
feeling the warmth of the Egyptian people, asking 
for groceries in Arabic, and spending far too much 
time vomiting or fighting with my bowels all told 
me I really was in a “whole different world”’. 

And yet, how small the difficulty and pain of the 
summer compare with what I received. In that 
other world and culture I experienced the amazing 
and awesome nature of God’s grace. I learned that 
not only undeserved life but also death is within 


God’s grace. I learned that I have been kidding 
myself. On my own cultural turf I can believe that 
God is less involved in every moment of every day. 
But in that other culture which seems another 
world I cannot escape my complete dependence 
upon the giver of life. And what happens to one’s 
theological conception of the world when you meet 
monophysite “heretics” whose faith and trust in 
God put you to shame? 

After that summer with the cross-cultural train- 
ing program in Egypt and Israel there was a painful 
fullness for me. I felt pain as my pride and self- 
certainty were drained away. I was filled with love 
for my brothers and sisters in the Middle East who 
had shown me the love of Christ and given me a 
view of Christ’s world and his church. There will 
be opportunities for students from Princeton Semi- 
nary to participate in similar programs in the 
summer of 1985. Why don’t you look into experi- 
encing a whole different world within the bounds of 
Christ’s love? 


“The Church and Homophobia’ 
Explored by CL/GC Conference 


Jeffrey Richard Thompson 


The conference on ““The Church and 
Homophobia” was an important step in ful- 
filling the purposes of the PTS student group 
The Church and Lesbian/Gay Concerns. 
When the group was formed two years ago, 
among its stated goals were “to provide 
regular occasions for education on the issue 
of homosexuality, to respond to indications 
of homophobia in society, and to discuss 
methods of ministry to and with those whose 
lives are touched by homosexuality” (See 
the Seminary Handbook p. 96). For the past 
two years these goals have been met by 
weekly meetings that have included time for 
guest speakers, discussion of church docu- 
ments and relevant articles, reflection and 
prayer. A significant number of students 
have taken advantage of these opportunities; 
many of them have been motivated by contact 
with church members, family, or friends who 
are lesbian and gay. Most of them share a 
conviction that they need to learn more about 
the problems facing lesbian and gay people 
and their families and more about ways in 
which the church can be a place of reconcili- 
ation for people who have been alienated by 
issues surrounding homosexuality. 

The CL/GC-sponsored conference was 
an attempt to provide an opportunity for 
education and reflection for those who might 
not have the time or inclination to attend a 
weekly small-group meeting on what is still a 
mysterious and threatening issue for many. 
“The Church and Homophobia” conference 


presented the views of those who have care- 
fully explored the presence of homophobia in 
church and society. The keynote speaker, 
Prof. Virginia Ramey Mollenkott, is a recog- 
nized Christian feminist churchwoman and 
author. In the context of a student group and 
church community that includes a plurality 
of opinions on the relationship of the gay and 
lesbian person to church and society, Dr. 
Mollenkott made a forceful statement of her 
own beliefs for inclusiveness of lesbians and 
gays in the church and articulated a strong 
attack on heterosexism—a form of discrimi- 
nation comparable to racism, classism, and 
sexism. The panel, similarly, included people 
who share a particular view in support of full 
inclusion of lesbian and gay people in the 
church’s membership and ministry. The con- 
ference did not pretend to present the full 
spectrum of views concerning homosexuality 
nor did it ignore the decision of the General 
Assembly of the former United Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., to bar self-avowed, 
practicing gay and lesbian Christians from 
the ordained ministry (the only (such) socio- 
logical group presently excluded in such a 
manner.). The presentation of views by one 
faction in the church provided a challenge for 
all who attended the conference to continue 
to think and formulate their own responses to 
an issue that is not likely to go away and to 
which much injustice has been done. 
CL/GC meets at 7:30 on Monday evenings. 
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(Rattlesnakes... cont'd from p. 9) 
How do you feel about the placement of the 
American flag on the dais of the sanctuary? 

It is a curious practice, placing a national 
symbol in the position of honor in a Christian 
church. I am very grateful for this country, but I 
don’t know that identifying it in that way with 
Christ’s church is anything other than idolatry. I 
am perhaps more sensitive about it, since the 
practice started during WWI, and Mennonite 
churches in Kansas and Oklahoma were sometimes 
burned if they didn’t follow it—which probably 
serves to show better than any argument could that 
the practice was contrary to Christian faithfulness. 


Even more offensive than the American flag in 
churches is the Christian flag, which is taken from 
the Crusades. By flying it in the churches we sort of 
salute the sorriest chapter of the church’s history. 


What are you telling the churches you speak at 


regarding peacemaking? 


Primarily I try to interpret section 9.45 of the 
Confession of 1967. It is my conviction that the 
church in the U.S. (and around the world) has got 
to learn, in case it hasn’t already, that its identity is 
separable from that of the nation. I can’t think of 


anything more important than that. 


Introducing the Easy Way to 


& 


ellie 


Introducing professional moving service for less than the do-it-yourself kind ... 
Bekins “YOU DON’T HAVE TO HAUL’ 


Moving yourself used to be the only economical alternative if you 
had just a few things to move. But now Bekins introduces a 
system for giving small or special shipments professional care 
and handling for less than you’d normally pay to undergo the 
work and risk of do-it-yourself. It's called Bekins “YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO HAUL”’. 

Into our specially designed containers, you can pack up to 500 
Ibs. of personal belongings . . . almost anything except mattresses 
and appliances. Deliver the container to your local Bekins Agent, 
or we'll come and get it for a small additional charge. (You can 


even pack the container at our place if you wish.) The Bekins 
Agent will seal the container with special security straps, to pro- 
tect against tampering. Bekins will deliver the container directly to 
your new destination address within 5 to 21 days from pickup, 
not the 45 or more taken by most other moving companies. You 
even receive basic damage protection at no additional cost. 
Compare the economy, convenience, speed and peace of mind of 
this new Bekins service to the struggle, strain and cost of do-it- 
yourself and we're sure you'll agree. . ‘YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
HAUL.’’ Just call your local Bekins representative. 


Call Maxine Gsell 392-3833. 





Sitz im Leben 


Correction: In the last issue of Sitz im 
Leben, due to a typesetting error, we 
quoted President Thomas Gillespie as 
stating that the ““Seminary portfolio at 
this particular point in time does not 
comply with the guidelines currently 
adopted by the General Assembly. That 
quote should have read the “‘Seminary 
portfolio at this particular point in time 
does comply with guidelines currently 
adopted by the General Assembly.’ The 
original copy was correct, but in resetting 
the article the error was made. We apolo- 
gize for any misunderstanding this may 
have caused. 

Stowell V. Kessler 

Editor 





STUCKENBRUCK RECITAL 
Mary Tiebout 


At 7:00 p.m. on February 4, I made the 
comment that in order to keep up with 
academic pressures at seminary, one had to 
become an intellectual heavyweight and 
sacrifice the experience of things spiritual. 
An hour later I took it back. 

Loren Stuckenbruck had just finished per- 
forming Beethoven’s Sonata No. 23 in F 
minor on the recently-accuired Bechstein 
Grand Piano. The occasion was a recital 
dedicating this magnificent musical instru- 
ment to the memory of David Hugh Jones, 
who served as Music Director of P.T.S. for 
36 years before retiring in 1970. 

An M.Div. senior, Loren has been a 
recitalist in many parts of America and has 
shared his musical talents with the seminary 
community. In addition to the Sonata by 
Beethoven, Loren chose pieces by Chopin 
and Liszt to bring to life the piano’s rich, 
dark tonal quality that is especially noted in 
the lower register. 

The powerful ministry of music, to which 
Dr. Jones devoted his life and service, was 
exemplified in the strength, joy, and beauty 
of the music which Loren found and gave to 
us. 
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Steven Carl 


SWirstaseicareeheetcnel 
exactly when hed deliver, 
Monday. Thesday Wednesda 


Thursday or Friday, 


It’s kind of difficult 
to settle into your new 
home if your furniture 
arrives three or four days 
later than you do. 

But that’s the best some movers can promise. They call those extra days “spread days,’ and 
they’te allowed for in the mover’s contract. 

Bekins Van Lines offers an alternative to spread day service. By letting you decide pick-up 
and delivery dates that meet your schedule. Not ours. 

It’s called Guaranteed Service. 

Bekins will pick up your possessions on the exact day you request. And deliver them on one 
of the two consecutive days you select. Guaranteed. 

We're so confident of our service we offer to pay you $100 for each day we're late, plus an 
allowance for normal living expenses incurred during the delay. 

Only Bekins makes this guarantee, and we put it in writing. As opposed to other movers’ 


promises that could turn out to be as empty as BEKINS 


your house. 


Call David Gsell 392-3833. 
Ask about our Seminary discount. 





Dont settle with anyone less. 
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Lace leaves the hills. 
Saucy September reds and yellows, 
brazen in their autumnal coup, 
fade to muted mauve, brown and golden — 
November. 
Soft sunlight bathes the falling. 
Kyrie eleison. 


Leaf-scent, 
woody and redolent of earth, 
perfumes the air with faint sweetness 
carrying forgotten memories. 
Christe eleison. 


Requiem 


Canadas fly overhead in pencilled Vs, 
then drop, as one, beside a pond to graze, 
peaceful if passing guests. 

With them the leaves, 

Singly 
or many in a gust 
floating or madly whirling 
each to rest, 
first dry, 
crackling, 
alert, 
individual, 
then slowly darkened, sodden, 
molding together in 
soft burial mass. 

Kyrie eleison. 


Was ever such a death? 
We sing requiem 
and wonder 
why we do not know that peace, not fear, 
comes of dying. 
Life sinks back to earth. 
Naked branches supplicate the skies, 
with thanks. 
In silence, birth begins below. 
Don nobis pacem. 


BARBARA CHAAPEL 


Death Dance 


Flash of yellow— 
spinning down; 
Fluttering, twirling, 
spiraling to the 
leaf- packed, 
scarlet and brown and amber stacked 
piles of leaf-clumped clustered ground— 
Autumn’s death dance and 
the end, ina 
blue-sky-ed, 
paint-paletted, 
sun-drenched 
crescendo of colors and hues. 


GINNY LEOPOLD 


In Fields of Crystal 


Icy gray-white, chill air tourniquet Grass gone frosty gray. Handsome mausoleum 
twist limbs tightly, Unseen rainbow prisms misty marble walled 
lightly blue. angle in the failing light. A lonely-faced ash museum 
In fields of crystal, Wind in lonely fences— (a mighty column fallen). 
tall translucent quartz the gate flaps, it catches sprung, Crow carrion lies beneath 
tombstones— gravehead monuments— a single spackled slapping rung the love graffiti. 
funeral memorials. cracks a slack echo— 

wooden sparks slowly dissolve 

in the light gray air— 

tolling for wispy faces. 


The restless moor collects 
another generation of dust 
as crickets toll the hour. 


NOEL ANDERSON 





Steven Carl 





He ts the village idiot 
he speaks in halting stutter 

His clothers are ragged ripped and torn 
His hair is matted with blood and mud 


Out of the corners of bis mouth 
drool 

and sunken eyes filled with 
reflections of other worlds 


Instant! 


Matthew 25 


He is the village idiot 
the little children 
in innocence caress his frozen hands 
give him candy and flowers 
or pretty weeds from their little 
grimy urchins hands 
They kiss bim on the cheek crying “abba.” 


He is the village idiot seated on garbage 
cans 

with flies all around 
a thrown away apple core 

Which he eats with gratitude 


Wherever be walks 
crowds move away 
an object of derision 
marked with scars of attacks 
by bands of roving gangs 
who regale him with taunts sticks and stones 
rendering him helpless 


Sometimes he lies prostrate 
in the street 
his arms outstretched 
writhing in pain 
The good citizens of the village 
step over him flicking 
their ashes 
on the tightly stretched skin 
of his skull 
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He is the village idiot 

The children sit on his knee 

“I have come back to my children” 

“they do not know me” be whispers 
to the little ones 


“WE KNOW YOU” THEY SHOUT OUT IN GLEE. 


STOWELL KESSLER 


Good Friday 


Jesus, I tremble at your cross, 

Thinking of your love, how you poured out 
Your life for us. Something to shout about, 
This suffering, a prelude to 

Forgiveness, resurrection, and new life. 


Jesus, I tremble at your cross, 

Thinking of the pain, those we crucify again and again 
In Auschuitz, Vietnam, El Salvador, Iran, Afghanistan. 
Something to scream about, this suffering 

That promises nothing but endless repetition. 


Where is God? 

“There on that cross, ready to be broken again and again.” 
And in the sunshine eclipsed by the rain, 

It’s an answer to wonder at and 

Whisper about. 


JEFFREY THOMPSON 





They Called Him Death 


They called him death who sat beside me here 
His tender smile alight with comfortings 
They cried in agony of fear, hearing his wings 


He came with silver fingers, cool and kind 

To ease the pain of tortured struggling breath 
With him were all the dreams I tried to find 
They called him death 


He bore me up in great strong arms of light 
Upon his lips a song that would not cease 
As like a shaft of flame we cleft the night 

I called him Peace 


ANONYMOUS 


The daggers of daylight fell upon my face. Morning 
was to be apparent before any rest was even 
realized. The night before had been filled with 
Hebrew paradigms and Greek translations. What 
little sleep that did occur was filled with nightmares. 
In my dream, the Hebrew and Greek alphabets had 
coalesced. Mister Rogers was asking me: “Can you 
say coalesced?” This new language had been created 
by the Biblical studies department of the Seminary. 
It was called “Grebrew”. Try as I might, there was 
no way that I was able to grasp the meaning of the 
new holy writ. All the other seminary students 
could even speak this language and preferred it to 
English. Awakening in a confused state of panic, I 
was thankful to discover that on this side of dream- 
land Hebrew and Greek were clearly separated. 
Once again, I would seek a sleep substitute from the 
bottom of a coffee cup. This is not unusual. Many 
seminarians require this coffee crutch to stay awake 
in the regions of the metaphysical. Like so many 
others, I took the Protestant vow to sacrifice sleep 
for the syllabus. 

The laughter of my children in the kitchen 
reinforced a more ordered reality, or, so I thought. 
To know that my children are happy is often a 
source of great joy. Until I realized that I neglected 
to put away my Greek and Hebrew flash cards from 
the night before. These defenseless language tools 
were left unguarded on the table. They never had a 
chance. The nightmare of the previous evening had 
become a pleasant memory compared to what I was 
now to behold. Hundreds of these cards were 
everywhere. Worse than this, Greek principal part 
cards were mingled with Hebrew nouns. My chil- 
dren had created “Grebrew” in fulfillment of my 
dream. Cards were upside down, crumbled, torn 
and mangled. Some of the cards were in oatmeal 


The Miracles of Miranda 


bowls. Teddy, my one year old, was eating the 
“covenant” and preparing to devour “didomi.” 
Miranda, my five year old, was coloring “happy 
faces” upon “Elohim” and “judgment.” Lisa, my two 
year old, was creating confetti in the living room. 
She was using Hebrew conjunctions and preposi- 
tions as her raw material. The “children of Israel” 
and all of the patriarchs had been thrown into the 
dish water. 

My salvage operation had to begin quickly. IfI did 
not move fast, an entire semester could be lost. 
Most of the cards could be saved. I praised God that 
the confetti factory had been discovered and closed 
down in time. As my nervous and tired hands began 
the long task of sorting all of the cards, another reve- 
lation came to me. My precept paper for Old Testa- 
ment was no longer where I left it on the television. 
Once again, I was on my feet engaged in a desperate 
search for my manuscript. At this time, my wife 
Carol proudly announced that Lisa was becoming 
potty trained. “How does this relate to our story?” 
Our reader may properly ask. “She (Lisa) especially 
likes to flush the toilet all by herself.” In that instant, 
my intuitive instincts told me that my Old Testament 
paper had gone down to a watery “Sheol.” Racing 
into the bathroom, it was my good fortune to 
discover that the typing paper was too bulky to 
depart in such a dreadful way. I pulled the manuscript 
from the swirling pool. By placing the papers on the 
heating vent, they were resurrected. The xerox 
machine would then make the repairs complete. 
No one would ever know of the “parting of the 
waters” miracle which had occurred. At least, not 
until this recounting of the event. “I know that my 
redeemer lives.” 

Last Sunday, on our way to field study service, my 
task was to write the intercessory prayer. Like every 


conscientious student, my composition would take 
place in the car on the way to church. As my writing 
began to unfold, a deep sense of peace and fulfillment 
overtook me. My meditations were enhanced by the 
bucolic countryside along the way. As the mystical 
experience began to engulf me in its spiritual sway, 
a shout from the rear seat intruded itself: “Miranda 
pinched me!” “Don’t pinch your sister,’ my wife 
Carol commanded. Now, Miranda begins to scream 
as if she is at the door of death. Lisa has retaliated. 
My young son is compelled to join the chorus of 
crying. Losing all composure, I exclaim at the top of 
my voice: “SHUT UP BACK THERE! ALL OF YOU! 
CAN’T YOU SEE THAT I'M SERENE! CAN’T YOU 
SEE THAT I HAVE FOUND TOTAL PEACE! 

Of course, not all of seminary life is this hectic or 
chaotic. Most of us who are married and have 
children are learning very much in the bosom of our 
family. One of the wondrous things that we are all 
learning is to be able to find happiness apart from 
material excess. Walks in the woods with our 
children can be very enjoyable and illuminating. On 
one such journey last Autumn, my daughter Miranda 
and I began discussing the change of seasons. 
Having studied the natural sciences to some degree 
in college, my talk related the position of the sun 
and the moon. I elaborated upon the chemistry of 
the leaves changing color. The very wise Miranda 
became the mentor. “Why daddy, you're being silly. 
Even I know that God makes the leaves change each 
year. God brings the Summer back to us again later 
so that we can go swimming.” My only response at 
that point was to hug Miranda for her deep sense of 
the ultimate truth. My prayer is that she will 
continue to teach me as I strive to find Christ in this 
place. 


MICHAEL FRANDSEN 





Steven Carl 


Peace 
Peace we Gently 
It comes and settles on your shoulder, Pervasively, 
and dribbles slowly, down inside, Envelopingly; 
Like intravenous feeding. Like snow it comes, 
Nourishment for the soul in flux, Drifting down and down 
It curls around the fear-squiggles And amassing itself inside; 
And salves the worn out worries. First a flicker, and then... 


Penee A glow of warmth against the outer dark. 


A soothing balm that heals 
The crusts and scars and open wounds 


Of battles more fiercely fought than 
On any plain or field. GINNY LEOPOLD 
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Changes 


SHAUN, THE DAY IS COLD AND THE RAIN IS FALLING. 
I'VE STOOD AT THIS WINDOW AN HOUR AND STUDIED 
THE DARK COLD WALLS ABOUT ME... HER WORDS 
ECHO AND FADE. 


SHAUN, WHAT WISDON IS THERE NOW SIX FEET 
UNDERGROUND AND I THE DEAD PAGES OF BOOKS? 
WHAT WORDS WOULD ECHO AND SHATTER THE 
SILENCE OF MY COLD AND LONELY CELL? 


WHAT WORDS WOULD SOOTHE THE SOUL OF 
THIS YOUNG MAN WHO DREAMS OF CHANGE, 
AND HAS ONLY SEEN PAIN AND SUFFERING INSTEAD? 


THESE ARE THE WORDS. I'M YOUR FRIEND... 
I ASK NOTHING BUT YOUR FRIENDSHIP IN RETURN ... 
AND I CARE. 


SHAUN PUGLIESE 


Sunshine 


I was cold and dark on a wet winter’s day; 

and a winter’s day in March at that. 

It had arrived much too late and should never have been allowed into 
the same year at all with those of us who got there on time. 

Let it wait for December! I would have to wait if I missed the bus; 

let a winter’s day wait if it’s too late for winter, 

instead of letting it on with us Spring-riders. 


When it seemed too late for any good to come of the day, 
the Sun decided to make an overdue appearance, 
and it became Spring. 
I decided to walk, the better to absorb the light and warmth, 
and came to a grassy knoll in the park. I looked up and saw 
the Sun shining brilliant in a clear blue sky. 
I sat down and turned my face up towards its rays, and I prayed; 


Oh glorious Light, too bright for mortal eyes, 
I can look up there where you beckon to me, 
and I can see that where you are is indeed blue and white 
and glorious, 


but here where I sit it is cold and wet, 
You promise warmth, and light, and beauty, and show me 
things beyond me, that my heart should dwell upon; 
Why then must I stay here in the cold, and wet, and ugliness? 
Why is it cold and dark in the world You shine upon? 
Why am I alone, in the world You love? 
How can these things be? 
Oh great Sun, shine upon me, I pray! 
Oh great Sun, shine upon me in warmth! 
Oh great Sun, shine upon me in glory! 
Oh heavenly Light, enlighten me! 


I opened my coat to allow the rays to shine upon my breast, 
I sat under the Bodhi tree, my face towards the Light, 
I sat and waited for enlightenment. 

Almost immediately the sun disappeared behind a cloud, 
and winter returned. I wrapped my coat about me again to 
keep the cold away, 

I rose up from my damp throne, 

and walked away. 

It seems enlightenment is not to come to-day. 

But suddenly, as I walked, the Light returned, 
kissing my cheek and warming my face, 
and my soul. 

Perhaps, it is as I walk on my way, my back to the Bodhi-tree, 
that the Son shines upon me. 


W. GLENN KIRKCONNELL 


Get Home Economically. *— 


jor Vue 


Introducing professional moving service for less than the do-it-yourself kind ... 
Bekins “YOU DON’T HAVE TO HAUL’ 


Moving yourself used to be the only economical alternative if you 
had just a few things to move. But now Bekins introduces a 
system for giving small or special shipments professional care 
and handling for less than you’d normally pay to undergo the 
work and risk of do-it-yourself. It’s called Bekins ‘YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO HAUL”. 

Into our specially designed containers, you can pack up to 500 
Ibs. of personal belongings . . . almost anything except mattresses 
and appliances. Deliver the container to your local Bekins Agent, 
or we'll come and get it for a small additional charge. (You can 


Introducing the Easy Way to 





even pack the container at our place if you wish.) The Bekins 
Agent will seal the container with special security straps, to pro- 
tect against tampering. Bekins will deliver the container directly to 
your new destination address within 5 to 21 days from pickup, 
not the 45 or more taken by most other moving companies. You 
even receive basic damage protection at no additional cost. 
Compare the economy, convenience, speed and peace of mind of 
this new Bekins service to the struggle, strain and cost of do-it- 
yourself and we're sure you'll agree. . .‘YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
HAUL." Just call your local Bekins representative. 


Call Maxine Gsell 392-3833. 








All things go full circle... 
love, life, time, stars, and God 
We start out loving in the most dependent way 
Before we even knew what love was 

we were 

loving 

And we grow 

and as we grow in life 

and life’s adventures 

we are actually worth 

oh so much more than the child we grew from 
because of the love we give back 

And through this love 

we hold the world in our hand 

We have the power to be 

the earth, the stars, god, 

life itself 

because we are God’s gods 

God made us in God’s image 


I knew life was in me the first time I saw 
the opening of a flower on a dewy morn 
and I knew that I had been there before, 
yet as the flower 

Or the first time I saw and truly understood 
the tick of the clock 

as the beat of time’s heart... 

the beat of my heart 

Time, life, love all slip away 

all go full circle, 

ashes to ashes 


dust to dust 
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I knew life was in me 

the life of the universe 
that makes flowers close, stars explode, hearts beat 
and time fly 

But I did not know that 

I was in life— 

I was important to life 
Just as other people are 
important to life as well— 
for we are all life! 

Our hearts beat together 
dead or alive 


That ts when I felt God and/or Life 

Not when God was in my life 

but when I was in God’s 

And God goes in full circle too 

giving and receiving 

with birth as vital to life as death 

one nurturing the other 

So as life is death 

Death is also life 

And the circle comes back again 

Women’s circles that keep the church alive 

Circles of friends that tell you who you are 

Circles of children in bellies of circular motherhood 
Circles—the symbol of life 
1 want my circle to be life 
Circle G 

Circle God 





JULIE ROGERS 
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Senior Class Gift Tackles Ethical Investment 


SENIOR CLASS GIFT 


The Class of 1985 wants to “Invest in Hope,” 
the theme of their class gift. The senior class voted 
last week to pledge a substantial gift to the Seminary 
over a ten-year period, but not to invest those funds 


_through the Seminary. 


The class hopes to express gratitude toward the 
Seminary with their gift, but they also want to 
shown concern for ethical stewardship and to urge 
the Seminary Board of Trustees to deal with the 
issues of military and South African investment. 


Erwin Barron 


In aclass meeting on April 12, the class of 1985 
voted unanimously to adopt a proposal which 
would invest the class gift funds with the Presby- 
terian Foundation in New York rather than asking 
the Seminary Trustees to invest them. The Foun- 
dation has promised the class that it will follow 
Presbyterian General Assembly guidelines for 
ethical investment. The Seminary Board of Trustees 
will not agree to follow those guidelines and has no 
specific policy for military or South African invest- 
ments. They will not accept gifts which require 
special investment procedures. 


In conversation with members of the class 
stewardship committee, Seminary administration 
officials promised that the school is now in compli- 
ance with General Assembly military investment 
guidelines. However, they could not promise any- 
thing about future policy or say anything about 
South African investments. Last year’s class asked 
that the administration report compliance to them 
yearly as a condition of their gift, but the class this 
year wanted something more to assure them that 


their funds were not used unethically. 
(Cont'd on p. 8) 


Williams Speaks on Homosexuality: “Biblical and Pastoral Perspectives”’ 


On Tuesday, April 16, “ .. . Something Differ- 
ent” and “The Church and Lesbian/Gay Concerns” 
co-sponsored Dr. Don Williams, pastor of the 
Mount Soledad Presbyterian Church in La Jolla, 
California. He addressed the subject of HOMO- 
SEXUALITY: Biblical and Pastoral Imperatives. 
For close to a decade Dr. Williams has written, 
researched, and spoken on the subject. He was also 
the co-author of the minority report on homosexu- 
ality submitted to the General Assembly which 
has since become its adopted position: that self- 
affirming and practicing homosexuals should not 
be ordained. 


THE EMPIRICAL SCIENCES 


Dr. Williams began his lecture by asking: “Why 
is the homosexual issue before us?” From the oft- 
quoted Kinsey report he noted that it had become 
clear in the 60’s that there was a large minority of 
homosexuals in our culture. Out of this statistical 
foundation a gay culture arose, seeking a liberated 
gay identity within society. Thus a crossroads 
developed in which our society was forced to 
reevaluate its attitude towards gays along with a 
number of other liberation movements. 

The above-noted rise of the empirical sciences 
as a locus of authority increasingly challenged a 
number of society’s traditional assumptions: 1. 
that the family shaped sexual preference, 2. that 
heterosexuality was the norm, and 3. that homo- 
sexuality came from an abortive sexual maturation. 
The conclusion which was reached by some was 
that the problem was not with the gay person but 
with a society which was homophobic. What was 
needed was for society to accept homosexuals 
fully, equally, and freely. 


Tal Brooke and Rich Hagler 


In the seventies the church was, therefore, 
forced to study this issue. Some were saying that 
the empirical sciences were revealing a new word 
from God to the church: that homosexuality was 
merely a variety of human sexuality, and that 
homosexuals were neither sinful in their moral 
behavior nor emotionally sick. 

This “new word from God,” however, can be 
challenged on its own ground. Dr. Williams asked: 
‘Are the empirical sciences really bringing a clear 
word from God to the Church today? On the 
contrary,” he replied, “there is anything but a 
‘clear word.’”’ He then went on to cite two 
examples: 1. The problem of origins is not clear: 
€.g., iS is from nature or from nurture? Nobody 
knows for sure. Sexologists and theoreticians 
promote a smorgasbord of rival theories. 2. What 
of the fixed constitutional sexuality question? Is 
choice ever involved? The Kinsey report revealed 
that half of the homosexuals who practice for three 
years then move out of that orientation. 

The above empirical studies reveal that there is 
anything but a clear word from God emerging. Dr. 
Williams then posed the logical follow-up question: 
“If there is not a clear word from the empirical 
sciences being spoken, is there a clear word from 
the Bible?” 


THE BIBLICAL IMPERATIVES 


In approaching this subject, Dr. Williams pointed 
to our need for making a hermeneutical decision 
regarding how we are going to read the Bible. Gay 
advocates universally approach the subject using 
individual texts. However, those that do not follow 
this approach deal with the subject from another 
standpoint. They start from Genesis onward, seek- 


ing to bring the full weight of Scripture to bear on 
the issue. This is also a justifiable approach, Dr. 
Williams argued, in terms of the theology of Jesus, 
where in dealing with the problem of divorce in 
Matt. 19, he also sets up the same precedent of 
going back to Genesis for biblical perspective. The 
exegetical question then is: ““‘Has God revealed 
anything concerning his design and purpose for 
human sexuality as a foundation for human life and 
existence in this world? Or has he not? 

In his exegesis of Genesis 1:26-28, Dr. Williams 
reached the following conclusions: God created us 
as male and female for heterosexual community, 
and this was with gender distinction, as we see 
from the order of creation. In Genesis 2:23-24, 
“the two shall become one flesh” expresses the 
normativeness of the heterosexual relationship 
that is monogamous and permanent. This is the 
initial universal premise regarding sexuality that 
the rest of the Scripture is being guided by. 

In light of this, Dr. Williams stated that Gen. 19, 
Judges 19 and the legislation in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy make complete sense. Homosexual 
acts are a violation of God’s design for human 
sexuality as portrayed in Genesis one and two. 
They violate the order of creation and therefore, 
those that engage in these acts are to be excluded 
from the life of Israel. 

In the New Testament when Jesus addresses 
sexuality he always presupposes heterosexuality 
as the norm. His silence on the subject of homo- 
sexuality (which Dr. Williams noted is frequently 
cited by gay advocates) could well be because 
there was virtually none of it in the ancient society 
of Israel. However, this was not the case with Paul 
in the Greco-Roman world. 

(Cont'd on p. 5) 
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Editorial 


SWAN SONG 


It is time Sitz im Leben 

to say goodbye 

For this editor to lay down 

his pen 

To pack old issues in a cardboard box 
which I shall stack against 

the closet wall with an old 

violin and other beautiful things 

not useful anymore 

but which I will always keep 

just to remind me that once in awhile 
a small part of our dreams 

come true 


Someday I shall take you out 
and spread you in the sun 

to remember those spirits 
which spread your ink across 
white space 


Three or four images will emerge 
like birds from the maze 

of your words 

I shall remember you came to me 
like a gazelle leaping with 

hope and wishful thought. 


Reggie Tuck came with reflection 

in his hand methodical and brimming 
full of his new task and new bride 

still shunning false pride. He led 

us well with determined intention 
through myopic ivy halls and with silent 
will made us think beyond pettiness 
God bless you and keep you 


Erwin Barron you leave us with a 

legacy of smiling integrity 

You are the conscience of us 

all working hard and yet driving 

home prophetic nails into the wood of our 
facades and making us invest ourselves 
properly in what matters smiling all the 
while as you did a revolution make 

in the class that turned rhetoric into 
action painful but redemptive 


Andrew Wallace with long dark coat 
to make any muscovite movie scene 
full of envy whispering some thoughts 
about martian politic poetically and 
stoically full of dreams that only 
dreamers can vision and hoping for the 
sake of dreams that they never come 
true. See you Sundance. Take your 
coat—it will be chilly. 


Elizabeth... I don’t know your last 
name ...met you on the pathway 
during dark days and was warmed 
by your fire of truth screaming at 
hypocrisy of this real world that 
delights in making children of us 
all. You were heat where chill is 
vogue. In your new nuptial state 

in thy orisons remember us all 


Tom Gillespie you were at our 
side in the beginning of the year 
full of hope of last years— 


Sitz im 
Adkins, Tim Martin, Elisa Diller, Stowell 
Kessler, Mary Tiebout, Lori Patton (not 
shown: Gerry Burchett, Michael Fransden). 


first year vintage. Still came 

the night of struggle. How it 

hurt to leave you by the fire and to 
go out into the night where it 

is so easy to stumble 

knowing that ideals are like 

thorns 


Then like love refound 

you came and prayed with us. 
By courage you showed us 
Love is more than truth— 

it is joy in the rain. 


Philosopher amidst theologians 
you teach us by excellence 

but also by love that dwells 
inside a small circle. That 
space is crucible makes us 
cowards in face of genius. 

Still in our ignorance you 
come to us as mentor and 

we are blessed finding our 
father. 


Wayne why do we always have to go 
away from what we seek to find it? 
You were friend to me and that you 
will always be 

After you have found our old friend 
again will ye invite me down to 

that Galilee that I may be there 

also 


Tim you comforted me. Let me come down 
to Bourbon Street and see you with 
Julie on your arm 


Goodbye Sitz im Leben 
Wish you well 
You were my child for awhile 


I am putting you away now 

closing the lid down. I will leave 

a little crack so that light may 

come through so that as the years 
pass you can hear those ghostly voices 
from the ivy halls and midst the 
jargon the words will sing 


O Master let me walk with thee 
in lowly paths of service free. 
Elisa and Lori... 

Jennifer 


Love you all. Stowell 
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A Final Word on Investments 
and South Africa 


On the occasion of the SGA Forum President 
Gillespie expressed some concern regarding some 
statements in my editorials regarding the invest- 
ments policy of P.T.S. It was his feeling that these 
editorials implied that P.T.S. was investing in 
companies doing business in South Africa. At his 
request I met with the President, and we went over 
the “‘texts” of those editorials. To clear up any 
misunderstanding I offered to clarify the matter. It 
was the position of those editorials in the December 
and March issues of Sitz im Leben that the 
Seminary should not invest in companies doing 
business in South Africa. It was not our position 
that investment was taking place at that time. 

My meeting with the President was a very joyful 
one. I sincerely believe that we have come a long 
way toward resolution of this issue. The Board of 
Trustees is appointing an ad hoc committee to 
discuss the investments policy. SGA and the 
Faculty have sent resolutions to the Board of 
Trustees. As a community we have expressed our 
concern in a service of worship. The President has 
shown moral courage in participating with us in 
that worship. I ask for your prayers for the Board of 
Trustees and the President of the Seminary and the 
Student Government Association as they meet 
together to do God’s Will. 

Stowell V. Kessler 
Editor 


Retrospective 
Wayne E. Grasby 


I am nearing the end of my course work—and 
perhaps the end of my rope! (you're not that lucky!) 
The three years here hnave definitely built one upon 
the other—to the point where I can assure you that 
my senior year has been my most interesting 
academically, philosophically and personally. This 
article will not contain my usual bitterness and 
stridency! 

Things have changed a great deal in my life. 
Let’s see—in three years, four different denomina- 
tions: United Church of Canada, Baptist, Reformed 
Church in America and the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Count them: four denominations in 
one being!! It would also be fairly accurate to say 
that I have traversed many ideologies; literalist- 
fundamentalist-conservative-liberal and religious 
humanist! These changes, at least as I interpret 
them, have been more evolutionary in character 
and a result of free and open thinking, as opposed 
to sudden and erratic shifts. 

There have been both pleasant reconciliations 
and painful separations in my interpersonal relation- 
ships during the three years here. It has been hard 
to say good-bye to friends the last two years who 
have left, and then I had to return in the fall. Now it 
is my turn to say good-bye, and I’ll be the one not 
returning. Many friends have enriched my life 
here. The pain of having to say “I’m sorry, I judged 
you wrong” or “Things just didn’t work out, now 
it’s time to go our separate ways,” has not been 
easy. Not all things work out as we might have 
liked and wanted so desperately. Indeed, facing 
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Musings 
Lois Ann Wolff 


I find myself unable to write a dignified, unified 
essay as my parting words for Princeton Seminary, 
so I have decided to call this “Musings” and see 
where that takes me. 

How come I feel as if I’ve been at PTS all my 
life, and yet the past three years seem so short? . . . 
I have learned, in these three years, to assert 
myself as I never had in the 37 years before. Part of 
this is because I have had to. The feeling of being 
invisible to so much of the community, the experi- 
ence of not having my voice heard even when I 
spoke, have taught me how to raise my voice and 
gain people’s attention for what I have to Say. 
Succeeding in an academic way has helped my 
self-confidence a lot... People who tell me “‘it’s 
easy to get B’s here,” however, rankle me. I’ve 
worked hard for all of the grades I’ve gotten 
(though the difference between an A and an A— 
still eludes me... ) 

In spite of age and experience, I came here an 
idealist, I guess. I expected this community to be a 
community at least striving to be Christian in 
attitudes and behavior toward others, and the 
institution itself to be more Christian, more human. 


Tribute to Lawder 


When the residents of Erdman Hall came home 
one day to find their kitchen cabinets torn out, 
there was much panic and concern. The kitchen 
represents our sense of community at Erdman, and 
moving it to a small room in the basement was just 
something we could not comprehend. After forming 
a core protest group, we peaceably marched to the 
offices of several administrators to make our 
concerns known. The general response that we 
received from the administrators was: the decision 
to move the kitchen had been made the previous 
summer and there was nothing we could do about 
it. 

In keeping with the Reformation spirit, we 
Erdmanites did not let these responses stand in our 
way, as someone suggested that we see Mr. Lawder 
from the Business Office. We had little hopes that 
the Business Office could do anything about our 
situation, but we wanted someone to really listen to 
us and to understand that taking our kitchen out 
was really destroying our sense of community at 
Erdman—something that has been a vital blessing 
and ministry to most of us. Into Mr. Lawder’s 
office we went with a small spark of hope that he 
would even listen to us. We did not expect the 
response that we were to receive from Mr. Lawder. 
Not only was he truly sympathetic to our feelings 
of frustration, and concerned for our sense of 
community, he took IMMEDIATE ACTION. 
We came home that afternoon to find a kitchen 
cabinet replaced. How’s that for “‘decently and in 
order?” 

Now I’m not saying that Mr. Lawder can solve 
all of our problems here at PTS. But if you ever feel 
that nobody up there listens to us, please remember 
that there is a very warm-hearted, sensitive man in 
our midst who is truly concerned about our 
community. It is a blessing to know him and a 
blessing to know that the administration does care 
about our needs. 

We thank you Mr. Lawder, and we thank God 
for administrators like you. Julie Rogers 


than the public school system where I taught. 
Instead, I’ve found more oppressive treatment 
toward women, Blacks, the middle-aged, the dis- 
abled, and other marginalized people here than I 
had heretofore. I know we are a community of 
sinners, but somehow I had expected more basic 
consideration for others here... 

I spent fifteen years trying to meet individual 
children where they were, treating them as indivi- 
duals. The public school system calls it “allowing 
for individual differences.’’ This institution doesn’t 
do that as a matter of course, I found out, only 
when a wheel gets very very squeaky... 

I know quite a lot about teaching, having spent 
considerable time on both sides of the desk. When 
will institutions like PTS learn that scholarship— 
published scholarship—isn’t everything? I have 
had a good number of excellent teachers here .. . 
Bernhard Anderson (rare combination of published 
scholarship, a gift for teaching, and a pastoral 
attitude . . . ), Daniel Migliore, Mark Taylor, Bob 
Jacks, Kathleen McVey, Ron White, Freda 
Gardner, GIb Winter, Martinus DeBoer, Tom 
Long, Bennie Ollenburger. I think David Willis is 
marvelous, but they shouldn’t turn him loose on 
unsuspecting juniors . . . it took me half a semester 
to even begin to understand him... And Betty 
Edwards is one of my favorite people on the 
faculty, an empathizer and enthusiast in the best 
sense of both terms... I’ve never had Karlfried 
Frohlich for anything but CHOI lectures, but I 
love him anyway . . . Drs. Winter and Migliore are 
the most intense /isteners I’ve encountered among 
faculty types... 

Why doesn’t this place have a real snack bar 
where students and faculty can congregate and get 
to know each other better? ... Why doesn’t this 
place have a faculty lounge? 

It seems to me that a community the size of this 
one needs more than one pastor. . . as I see it, the 
Pastors to the Seminary could be excellent role 
models for us (which means one ought to be 
female...) 


Does anyone—other than us “second career 
people” —understand what a trauma it is to live in 
a dormitory again after a long time living in one’s 
own apartment or house??? ... why do so many 
people assume that I want to listen to whatever 
music they’re listening to at any hour of the day or 
night? 

This semester has been very frustrating, trying 
to keep up with classwork and seek a call. I’ve read 
far more pages of CIF’s, it seems, than of books for 
courses. At least the professors I’ve had seem to be 
understanding. 

My “crusade”’—no blood, much toil, sweat and 
tears—of the past three years has been language. I 
see some individuals making much progress, but in 
general things seem to be moving backwards . . . 
One of the things that bothers me is being told that 
“the people in the churches don’t see it as an 
issue.” It was an issue—and still is—to a number 
of people in my home church, it is an issue in two of 
the three churches where I did field education work, 
and I know of at least three women who have 
quietly left one of those churches because being 
excluded from worship is so painful for them. . . 
so consider the source when someone tells you that 
“inclusive language just isn’t an issue in the real 
world.’’ Maybe that person has missed it because 
he/she isn’t listening to the right people. . . 

It’s interesting to me that some of the most 
pastoral people on campus are the secretaries and 
custodians... Jean Harris, Cappie Fleuchaus, 
Jean Herbert, Judy Ford, and Don King are all 
very special people... as, I’m sure, are many 
others who I don’t know as well... 

The “sitz im leben PTS” is acomplex one. I find 
I have a love-hate relationship with this place 
which is similar to my relationship with the Presby- 
terian Church. And I find that I may very well be 
back here in September, studying fora Th.M.... 
is it really true that the azaleas in Princeton have 
more vibrant colors than anywhere else, or have I 
been spending too much time cooped up in the 
Senior Alcove? 


WORDPROCESSING POWER FROM: 


MICROCON COMPUTERS, 155 Quakerbridge Mall, 
Lawrenceville, NJ @ (609) 799-6444. 


PTS Grad Student, Kenn Iskov will tailor a system to your needs. 





Business PAK! $1895; 


e right her in KAYPRO’s Business Pak! You'll get: « KAYPRO 2X 


Microcomputer with up to 400 pages of memory! e KAYPRO Letter-Quality Printer! e FCC Approved printer 
cable! e All KAYPRO 2X Software for Word Processing, Spelling Correction, Mailmerging, Financial 
Projections, What If? Analysis and much more! e “TYPE IT” allows this system to be used 


while you learn its other capabilities! 


? Printer shown has i, 
optional tractor feed. 


“INNOVATORS IN ELECTRONICS SINCE 1952” 
*Suggested retail price. 
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Noel Anderson 


The idea of Gay sex merits from me a response 
something like nausea. Once a human face, a 
person, is placed in such a situation, pity and 
something like compassion is merited—like seeing 
a person imprisoned in an ugly dungeon. But now I 
am to understand that those feelings are not 
appropriate and natural responses to reality; rather, 
they are the result of my heterosexual “orientation.” 
It is my hangup, no one else’s. 

Thanks and no thanks to Dr. Mollenkott (CGLC- 
sponsored speaker) for ridding us of the term 
homophobia—which imples that all adverse re- 
actions to homosexuality are grounded in fear— only 
to supply us with another useless label, heterosexism, 
which implies that such adverse reactions stem 
rather from something like sexism. Why bother 
discussing the issue when all we really have to do 
is fling a handful of meaningless labels in the faces 
of our sisters and brothers opposing us at the 
dinner table? 


The convenience of the term heterosexist for 
those supporting Gay rights or Gay ordination 
seems clear enough: it makes strawmen of their 
opponents. Unless Dr. Mollenkott can cite some 
worthwhile aspects of heterosexism, she merely 
creates a synonym for “fool,” whose wisdom can 
be discarded along with his or her foolishness. 
Jerry Falwell, Anita Bryant, and others who share 
bad feelings about homosexuality may expect a 
label to be flung at them like a pie in the face. 

One difficulty in discussing homosexuality is 
staying on the subject. Most arguments wildly 
digress as defenders of Gay life smother the 
“heterosexist” in a plethora of questions regarding 
dubious heterosexual practices. The result is to 
excuse oneself by accusing the opposition of 
something else, thus Christian Gays put hetero- 
sexuals on trial for their convictions that homo- 
sexuality is unnatural and immoral. Healing then 
is suited for ignorant heterosexuals rather than 
those oppressed by homosexual orientations. 

(Cont'd on p. 5) 
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Homo 


Response to Williams 


Jeffrey Richard Thompson 


To the Sitz im Leben: 

Dr. Don Williams’ address concerning the rela- 
tionship of the church and lesbian and gay people 
was an important contribution to the ongoing 
discussion of this issue at Princeton Theological 
Seminary. I am glad that the Church and Lesbian/ 
Gay Concerns was invited to cosponsor this event 
with ““And Now for Something Completely New 
and Different.” 

Dr. Williams does indeed represent a signifi- 
cant element in the church today, and it was good 
that he could enter the dialogue that goes on here. 
His opinions need to be heard and respected 
because they are held by many sincere sister and 
brother Christians. It is important, though, t 
recognize that other sincere and faithful Christians 
do not accept either Dr. Williams’ presuppositions 
or conclusions, which include the assertion that 
any homosexual activity is a violation of the orders 
of creation and is, therefore, sinful. 

Dr. Williams creates an either/or choice that 
does not necessarily exist for Christians who 
believe in the authority of the Bible. He contends 
that we can either rely on the ambiguous conclu- 
sions of empirical sciences when they speak of 
homosexuality, or that we can rely on the clear 
word of the Scriptures when they speak of human 
sexuality in light of the “orders of creation.” The 
conclusion that he presses is that “Bible-believing”’ 
Christians will choose the latter. This is not an 
accurate picture of the choices. 

First, it is interesting to note that the empirical 
sciences have moved from an unambiguous treat- 
ment of homosexuality as a sexual disorder to a 
less restrictive, more comprehensive understanding 
of the complexities and varieties of human sexuality. 
This may not be a movement toward confusion, as 
Dr. Williams suggests, but toward greater clarity. 

Secondly, one can embrace the Scriptures as 
authoritative and infallible in matters of faith and 
practice without believing that the Bible contains a 
clearly absolute word on every phenomenon of 
human existence. Witness the movement of the 
church’s understanding of Scripture on issues of 
slavery, Jewish-Christian relations, and women. 
What changed, in these instances, was not the 
absolute Word of God, but the church’s reception 
and understanding of the Word. In these cases, the 
church may move through ambiguity, but by God’s 
grace, it achieves greater clarity and expressions of 
that grace. 

Dr. Williams’ hermeneutic of Genesis and his 
understanding of the theology of creation may be 
an important contribution, but they are not the 
final word on these matters. To say that this 
represents the unambiguous Word of God and to 
apply it to our brother/sister believers in a norma- 
tive way is an attempt to speak for the Sovereign 
mind of God in a way which we should not be 
willing to do. 
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Sexuality 


Williams Speaks; 


Cont'd from p. 1) 

Dr. Williams began by emphasizing that in 
choosing Roman 1:24-32 as his critical text, the 
current academic debate over individual Greek 
words which have traditionally been translated as 
“homosexuals” is bypassed, since in this passage 
Paul makes a point of describing the homosexual 
act rather than simply naming it as he does else- 
where. This catalog of sins—from idolatry to “‘men 
burning with passion for one another’’—reveals the 
breakdown of the human relationship with God, 
and therefore, with one another. Paul describes 
these homosexual acts as a sign of God’s passive 
wrath in “giving them over.” These acts are “sins” 
because they are a violation of God’s intention in 
creating us as male and female for sexual relation- 
ships with each other in a heterosexual context. 
Dr. Williams went on to say that since Paul views 

. homosexual acts as a sign of God’s passive wrath, 
in no way can we judge that they are simply 
culturally bound to a particular milieu of the first 
century. Paul also distinguishes between that which 
is “natural” and “‘unnatural,”’ again reinforcing the 
Genesis argument from a trans-historical perspec- 
tive. This then leads, as far as Paul is concerned, to 
judgment and to death. 

Dr. Williams concluded his biblical imperatives 
saying: 


“T think over and against the empirical 
sciences that are not speaking a clear word 
or bringing new light to the church, the Bible 
does speak a clear word. It is straightforward. 
It is unqualified. It cannot be exegeted 
away or relativized simply to the culture. It 
is based on clear foundational assumptions 
given in creation. And thus the unanimous 
position of the Christian church theologically 
and exegetically for 1900 years has been 
that homosexuality is not in accordance 
with the revelation that God has given to us 
in the Scriptures. I believe the Bible speaks 
a clear word. To claim therefore that new 
revelation is now coming to the church 
which contradicts the clear word of Scrip- 
ture is dangerously cultic. It does what the 
reformers warned us against doing. It 
separates Word and Spirit. It puts us in a 
position of enthusiasts who look to the 
Spirit, amorphous as that can be, for a 
revelation that is not in consistency with the 
Scriptures themselves.” 


THE PASTORAL IMPERATIVES 


Dr. Williams then spelled out a positive pastoral 
approach to the problem: “In no way would I 
encourage you to take what I have said this evening 
theologically and use it as a weapon against gay 
people. Rather it should be a foundation for the 
healing of gay people.” 

One of the critical issues before the church today 
is the issue of whether change is either possible or 
probable. If homosexuality is a part of the disorder- 
ing of the goodness of God’s creation then there are 
moral, spiritual, and emotional consequences that 
must be faced. Williams added, “I want to say to 


you that I believe that homosexual persons can be 

changed, should be changed, and that healing is the 

great alternative that Christ offers through his 
church to homosexuals.” 

Dr. Williams cited an example of eleven homo- 
sexuals who changed their orientation back to a 
heterosexual one within a Christian community. 
This study done by Dr. Pattison was published in 
the Journal of the American Psychiatric Associ- 
ation. Dr. Pattison’s conclusions were five-fold: 
1. They came to cognitively believe that their 

homosexuality in its orientation and behavior 
was not in the will of God. 

2. They ceased identification with the homosexual 
community with which they had previously 
strongly identified. 

3. They entered into a Christian community where 
they could be very honest and open about their 
homosexual orientation. 

4. They established warm relationships in that 
community with members of the opposite sex. 

5. In the context of those relationships with 
members of the opposite sex, homosexuals 
discovered that their sexual attraction to the 
opposite sex followed emotional intimacy. 

Dr. Williams ended his message on a hopeful 
note, claiming that there is compelling evidence of 
healing and change among homosexuals. This 
evidence often remains in obscurity, he noted, 
because of the ““homophobia in the church.”’ The 
lecture, attended by approximately 200 persons, 
was followed by a period of lively discussion. 


Homosexuality Reconsidered 
An Editorial Comment 


Steve Quinlan 


In seeking to determine whether certain attitudes 
or behaviors are consistent with the will of God, 
what is really sought is a way to know right from 
wrong, and in seeking this, one inevitably runs up 
against an obstacle of authority. That is, is there a 
normative standard to which an appeal may be 
made for judgment? Dr. Williams, by basing his 
contentions concerning human sexuality on Biblical 
texts, evidenced a willingness to allow his opinions 
to be judged by Scripture. His conclusion, that 
homosexual acts are in violation of God’s order in 
creation, is utterly warranted if, and here is the real 
point of tension, his presuppositions about the 
reliability and authority of the Bible are sound. Dr. 
Williams is nothing if not consistent. 

The question, then, is necessarily moved from 
issues of sexuality onto other ground, and it may be 
asked: what shall be the basis of decision-making in 
the area of morality? If the authority of the Bible as a 
reliable mediation of divine standards for behavior 
is rejected, what remains as a normative and 
authoritative guide for Christian conduct? It appears 
that there remain only endlessly diverse human 
opinions, each being measured by its own utilitarian 
value. Some are willing to embrace this ambiguity; 
happily, Dr. Williams is not. 





(Noel Anderson Cont'd from page 4) 


Yes, oppressed by homosexual orientation. If 
orientation is something we do not choose, but 
rather something put upon us by parents and/or 
society, then it is something we certainly cannot be 
responsible for, right? By our orientation (some 
say), we are deprived of making choices—of 
choosing our sexual preferences—and we are 
bound only to live out that which we have been 
conditioned for. There is therefore no chosen 
sexual behavior, and no one ought to be expected 
to choose behavior outside of his/her orientation. 
Well then, here is a chance for Liberation Theology 
to assert itself, for anything which strips a person of 
his or her human choices also strips that person of 
his or her humanity. In short, we are dehumanized 
by our sexual orientations. Not always. 

In the Great New Order of Conditioning ex- 
pounded by so many university-based primadonnas, 
Nature has been relieved of her responsibilities to 
maintain order in the world through a created or 
given sexuality. It is my contention that there is no 
such creature as a homosexual, only heterosexual 
people, some of whom receive a homosexual 
orientation as an unfortunate result of dehumaniz- 
ing forces which permeate a fallen world. 

It may be true that people with homosexual 
orientations never feel desire for members of the 
opposite sex and therefore never wish to engage in 
a loving, committed relationship with them, but 
personally I see no logic in this. Those who claim 
that sex is a secondary consideration to loving, 
committed relationships can make no defense for 
the above statement. So why can’t people of 
homosexual orientation not commit themselves in 
love to a human being of the opposite sex? 

If the Church is to consider homosexual marriage 
as right and proper, they will also soon be asked to 


consider polygamous marriage (to suit the orienta- 
tions of bi-sexuals, playboys and playgirls) and 
perhaps marriages within family lines (incest is 
such an old-fashioned concept, don’t you think?). 

Any married man or woman (or so I’ve heard) 
experiences a sense of loss at all the lovers he or 
she will not have. The marriage commitment is not 
to be seen as a social trapping but rather an act of 
love on behalf of one’s beloved. By orientation 
alone, perhaps all people might claim some trace of 
polygamy in the midst of their many desires. But 
by love, one sacrifices something of his or her own 
desires in order to live beyond oneself. Gays don’t 
seem to care about sacrificing their own desires for 
anyone or anything. 

It is most disturbing how proponents of Gay life 
expect the majority—indeed, all of society—to 
adjust to a way of thinking and living that accom- 
modates the sexual lives of a few. “Disturbing” 
because in making their particular cause known 
they have extended their private lives, their sexual- 
ity, before the public eye. A topic once reserved for 
adults or families has become a pet theme for 
prime time sitcoms and daytime talk shows. Dare 
we suggest that this is mass exhibitionism? 

The problem with such grand exposure is that 
the original public shock gradually wears thin into 
indifference and inactivity, or else to be lined up 
against the wall with Falwell and Bryant. The 
exposure, in time, becomes /ess than indecent. 
Moreover, the public (the Church, if you like) is 
expected to conform in attitude and language to the 
newspeak of Gay rhetoric. What we once under- 
stood to be an unfortunate result of a fallen world, 
or affliction, we are to know as a gift from God. 
Gay Christians (Mollenkott referred to herself as 
an “Evangelical,” no less) would have us view 
their bondage to an unchosen orientation as a 


manifestation of God’s Grace. 
(Cont'd on p. 8) 
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PTS Stweardship Update 


by Mark Southard 


This has been an exceptional year for the 
stewardship giving of the PTS community. Giving 
through the fall fund-raising campaign has surpassed 
the initial goal of $7,500 and is now at $8,600 with 
over $1,000 of pledges yet outstanding. The final 
total given to the mission projects is now expected 
to exceed $9,500 by the end of the year. 

Among those recipients were: Princeton Rescue 
Squad, International Students Fund, Presbyterian 
Student attending Liberia Baptist Seminary, Ethio- 
pian Famine Relief, Relief Society of Tigray, 
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, Greenwood Neigh- 
borhood Program (Trenton), Mercer County 
Women’s Center, Good Samaritan Center (Cam- 
den), Surveryor’s Ministry (Baltimore), Intersec- 
tion Ministry (France). 


The above missions were selected by the Steward- 
ship Committee as the best representation of 
student concerns and the best stewardship of 
funds. Selection for next year’s mission projects 
will be made in a similar manner. Applications are 
available through any committee member or the 
financial aid office. 

The annual Spring Book Sale was held on 
February 28 and March | in the Campus Center 
auditorium. Over ten thousand books were donated 
for sale in support of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Seminary, Ghana, and the Seminario Bautista de 
Managua, Nicaragua. Mrs. Elmer Homrighausen, 
widow of Dr. Elmer Homrighausen, the former 
Dean of the Seminary (1955-56), donated over 
four thousand titles from her husband’s library. 
The total proceeds from the sale were $2,850. $300 
has been given to Seminario Bautista de Managua 
for the improvement of their library. $2,550 has 
been given to Evangelical Presbyterian Seminary, 
Ghana for the purchase of books. 

There are many other channels through which 
the PTS community may be stewards of money. 
Through just these two, the Fall Campaign and the 


Spring Book Sale, over $12,350 has been given to 
the work of building God’s Kingdom. This is a 
great blessing for which all of the PTS community 
may give thanks and praise to God. 

On February 1 and 2 a group of ten students 
went to New York City and worked at the Habitat 
for Humanity Project at 742 E. 6th Street. They 
installed new joists and subflooring in a re-hab 
building which has housed New York’s immigrants 
for nearly two centuries. Habitat for Humanity is 
an organization devoted to providing low-cost 
tenant-owned housing for the poor. The end result 
of this project will be a nineteen-family coopera- 
tively owned housing unit whose owners have a 
vision for the possibility of others in their community 
to have this same opportunity. The committee 
hopes to sponsor many more of these trips in the 
future. 

Next year the Stewardship Committee is spon- 
soring the 1986 Stewardship Conference to be 
held at Princeton Theological Seminary on April 
3-5. This conference will focus on stewardship as it 
relates to socio-economic development strategies. 
The expected attendance from outside the seminary 
is 250 people and 30 organizations. 

Plans are being made now for next year so that 
these two traditional channels of giving may be 
effective once again. If you know of some mission 
or missions which should be considered in next 
year’s program, pick up a funding application now 
at the Financial Aid Office. If you have books 


which you no longer find useful (graduating seniors!) . 


you may donate them to next year’s sale by 
dropping them off in the rear entrance of the 
Campus Center Auditorium. If you want to be a 
part of the Stewardship Committee next year 
contact any committee member. 


SGA Resolution on 
Investments 


John Alexander Mackay wrote in the Letter to 
Presbyterians (1953), “The Christian Church has 
a prophetic function to fulfill in every society and 
in every age. Whatever concerns human welfare is 
a concern of the Church and its ministers. Religion 
has to do with life in its wholeness.” 

The Confession of 1967 of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) calls Christians to be reconciled to 
God and to one another, and further calls the 
church to bring all people to receive and uphold 
one another as persons in all relationships of life. It 
affirms that ‘“God’s reconciliation in Jesus Christ 
is the ground of peace, justice, and freedom,” and 
affirms that “the church labors for the abolition of 
all racial discrimination and ministers to those 
injured by it.” 

The 194th General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, adopting a 
resolution on military-related investments, urged 
all institutions related to the church “to adopt and 
implement the military-related investment guide- 
lines as part of their own investments policy and 
practice.” 

Past Student Government Associations, Semi- 
nary Conference, and the Alumni/ae Association 
of Princeton Seminary have called upon the Board 
of Trustees to adopt these General Assembly 
guidelines on investments. 

The 195th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) condemned the South African 
government’s policy of apartheid. World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak 
and Nobel Peace Prize recipient Bishop Desmond 
Tutu have urged divestment to express non-cooper- 
ation with the systematic dehumanization of the 
South African People. Stockholder resolutions 
have had little impact. 

We, the Student Government Association, are 
grateful that the Trustees recognize the need for 
ethical investment. We acknowledge that students 
benefit from the Seminary’s wise stewardship of 
funds entrusted to it. But we worry that the 
Trustees’ policy of ‘‘no restrictions’ for “best 
investment results” can allow investment contrary 
to ethical recommendations of the Presbyterian 
Church and South African church leaders. We are 
confident that the Trustees can find a sound 
investment policy which also meets strict, specific 
ethical guidelines, as a number of other Presby- 
terian seminaries have found possible. 

We, the Student Government Association of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, therefore, again 
urge the Board of Trustees of this seminary to 
adopt specific ethical guidelines for investments 
based on the guidelines of its own General Assembly 
concerning military related investments. 

And we further urge divestment from corporations 
operating directly in South Africa and adoption of 
specific guidelines to prevent future investment 
there until and unless the government of South 
Africa ends its apartheid policies. 

Finally, the Student Government Association 
requests the faculty and Alumni/ae Council of 
Princeton Theological Seminary to join us in some 
way in urging the Board of Trustees to adopt 
specific ethical guidelines for investment. 


May 13, 1985 
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Na a I a a i oe I 
Sullivan Speaks 


Elisa Diller 


On February 17, Doug Sullivan, PTS M.Div. 
and Th.M. (’82, ’83) graduate, spoke to the Baptist 
Student Chaplaincy at Princeton University about 
his experiences as an instructor at the Baptist 
Seminary in Managua, Nicaragua. Sullivan, now a 
Southern Baptist minister, was appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to a two year term as an instructor of 
Church History and Ethics at the Seminary. 

Sullivan stated that his work at the Seminary 
involved working with four distinct groups. In the 
first group were those students who were working 
toward a pastoral degree. The second group con- 
sisted of students who were already pastors and 
were enrolled in a diploma program. Most of these 
pastors had no formal education but Sullivan 
described them as “‘the sharpest of all.’ He also 
Stated that these pastors were “‘the most active 
politically but the most conservative theologically.” 
The value of the diploma program, according to 
Sullivan, is that it keeps the Seminary in touch with 
the needs and concerns of the local congregations. 

The third group with whom he works are lay 
persons from the Managua area. Sullivan described 
this group as the “most explosive” and that his 
discussions with such lay people provided a “‘stimu- 
lating environment” for him. He gave the example 
of an intense discussion which ensued during one 
session when the issue of Leonardo Boff and the 
Vatican reaction to his writings was discussed. 
Sullivan commented that although not everyone 
within this group has a great deal of formal 
education they are interested in learning about 
current national and international political issues. 

The pastors in the war zone consist of the fourth 
group with whom Sullivan works. Since it is so 
dangerous for them to come to Managua, the 
Seminary staff goes to them. Small groups of these 
pastors meet with the staff to discuss the Bible and 
its meaning for their lives. The irony of the pastors’ 
situation, according to Sullivan, is that they “voted 
conservatively but are the most likely to be hit by 
the contras.”’ Sullivan stated ‘‘The conservative 
ones are receiving the flak. They refuse to carry 
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guns into the war zone and yet are willing to live 
with the horror of it all.”’ 

Sullivan said that even during the revolution 
these pastors refused to carry them. Many of the 
pastors have participated in the work of CEPAD, 
the Evangelical Committee for Aid and Develop- 
ment, which was formed after the Nicaraguan 
earthquake in 1972. CEPAD implemented a 
number of self-development programs in the areas 
of agriculture, nutrition, and health services. These 
projects, which benefit some of Nicaragua’s poor- 
est people, are “The first targets of the counter 
revolutionaries,” said Sullivan. CEPAD projects 
are always “burnt first” in an attack. Sullivan 
stated in no uncertain terms that there conservative 
pastors “Represent a real threat (to the contras) 
because of their goodness.” 

During the elections last November, Sullivan 
served as an Official observer in eight election 
districts. He reported that the election was smoothly 
run, and that it was the first time in Nicaraguan 
history that people were able to vote in secret. 
Seven parties participated in the elections, and 
75% of those persons registered voted in the 
elections. Of the 96 seats available in the National 
Assembly, the FSLN (Sandinistas) received 61 
seats. Twelve percent of those delegates were 
elected from the conservative parties. 

Sullivan pointed out that the Reagan adminis- 
tration appears to be doing everything in its power 
to disrupt the electoral process. During the period 
preceding the elections, U.S. planes were deliber- 
ately creating two sonic booms a day over Managua. 
This was a constant reminder to the Nicaraguan 
people that once again the U.S. could decide to 
invade their country just as there was an attempt to 
establish a government that was interested in 
meeting the material needs of the people. 

Sullivan invited the students present to come to 
Nicaragua and see the situation for themselves. 
The Nicaraguan people see this as a “time for 
peace and a time for dialogue’ said Sullivan. 
“They need your presence. They send you their 
love and their blessings.” 
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(Servant to Whom Cont'd from p. 2) 

myself and often painfully and joyfully working 
through human relationships has been in the long 
run well-worth it. 

I leave this place a much changed person—and 
feel that if my courses-experiences-interpersonal 
relationships-pastoral encounters did not contribute 
to a change and growth, it would have all been 
wasted—but it has not! 


However, if one feels that they are of a free, 
restlessly lively mind, they can prevent this 
rigidity through constant change; and if 
they are on the whole a veritable thinking 
snowball, then they will have no opinionat 
all in their heads, but rather only certainties 
and precisely measured probabilities. 
—Nietzsche 


Editorial Note: Due to space limitation we were 
only able to print this small portion of a much 
larger article. 

Stowell Kessler 
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Your confidence in usis very 
important! Steve Finestone 
understands this. And he 
takes a personal concern 
with your special insurance 
planning. It’s the vital contri- 
bution Steve makes toward 
strengthening your con- 
fidence in the company 
anxious to serve your needs. 
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(Senior Class Gift Cont’d from p. 1) 

Members of the class of 1985 said they felt that 
the Presbyterian Foundation would make a con- 
certed effort to follow the guidelines of the General 
Assembly and would try to take a Christian stand 
against militarism and apartheid. The class is not 
sure that the Seminary Board of Trustees will do 
that. However, they expressed hope that the Board 
will begin to do so at their fall meeting this year. 
The stewardship committee has written to the 
Board urging them to make some changes. 

As with past classes, the people pledging to the 
class gift will give money annually over a ten-year 
period. The class agent Joy Hoffman and class 


treasurer Erwin Barron are prepared to administer 
the fund themselves with the help of the Foundation. 
However, they hope that the Seminary will agree 
to do this as it has for previous classes—sending 
the yearly letters and collecting funds. Then the 
yearly pledges can be turned over to the Foundation 
for investment. The class has made clear that their 
gift is no different from previous gifts in that all of 
the funds will eventually be given to the Seminary. 

The class agreed to suggest six possibilities for 
the use of the money collected. They include 
endowments for third world scholarships, for a 
non-traditional field education position, or for a 
lectureship on peacemaking. The funds may also 
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go to improved child care, aid for international 
students, or summer mission programs. The final 
decision on the gift has not been made. Representa- 
tives from the class will meet with members of the 
current senior class in April 1985 to discuss needs. 
Then, a ballot will be mailed to all givers to vote on 
the final gift. 

Pledging for the class gift will begin the last week 
in April. The campaign is based on the theme, 
“Investment in Hope.” The class has set no 
specific goal for itself, but they hope to raise more 
than the $60,000 last year’s class pledged. In their 
proposal, the class stated that they “Hope all 
members of the Class of 1985 can give freely and 
joyfully in thanks to the Seminary, in hopes of its 
improvement, and in celebration of our shared 
faith and mission in the world.” 





(Noel Anderson Cont'd from p. 5) 


We are witnessing an example of the Church’s 
capacity to generate a morality to keep the con- 
science easy. The Church (by at least a few 
indicators) may be moving toward the outlook that 
homosexual and heterosexual relations represent 
only different orientations within what must be a 
wide range of “natural” sexualities. If the Church 
formally adopts such a perspective, a split will 
most certainly follow, for the grass roots—the 
congregations—will not tolerate it. 

The Church must respond to the needs of Gays, 
but not by telling ourselves that the results of 
misshapen sexuality are gifts from God, nor by 
building arguments in defense of homosexuality 
per se, but rather by inviting people as individuals 
into the full fellowship of God’s family with the 
hope for healing whatever afflictions they bring. 

The hope is not in forcing Gays out of the 
fellowship; the hope is not to “force’’ Gays into 
conformity or to deny them their rights. The hope 
is that they might of their own accord and in 
complete freedom choose to relegate a small 
portion of their own personal desires in the same 
manner that all Christians are called to renounce 
such personal passions as materialism, the desire 
for luxury and excess, or greed. In doing so, Gays 
may live beyond themselves, in service not to the 
selfish mandates of their personal passions (they 
renounce practice not orientation) but to the lives 
of others; namely, society and the Church. This is 
no different a situation than that of unmarried 
heterosexuals. 

In all cases, our commitments to love and serve 
Christ must precede our desires for personal 
satisfaction, sexual or otherwise. It is in part our 
work to restore humanity and help prepare the 
Kingdom of God by becoming restorers of human- 
ity—restorers of human choice—wherever “‘orien- 
tation,” “conditioning,” or other likewise oppressive 
forces threaten to impeach Nature of its God-given 
authority. 
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